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CHAPTER Y
THTRODUCTION

A careful study of the French Cemmunist Party's history
provides ample evidonan.to pyevo'thnt this group alosely
follows the Soviet line = whether by direct orders from

Mosgow or by attenhivévdbuarﬁntienvor_bhe Boviet'ts moves
‘;a immaterial, There is no other legluul‘azplanubiah of
'tha.rarty!a’xigaagn'xn 1958;'1989, snd 1941, However, the
mnra fuaéamenta1 prﬁbinﬁ to be resolved conscerns the Jgati-
fication for sostertuous a polisy, The Frensh cemmkhisti
.'t‘maar are extremely proud of their reeerd,'md thqy:wdiuim
‘ﬁo‘ba the only party that has ocensistently 9ursga¢”a Prow
eram deaigned far the good of France, 'There are asny'
Franahmsn, though, who not only fail to agree with such o
'statenmnt but who also accuse the communiats of hsving boe
trayed Pranoe in s moment of orisis. | |

8ince the ?reaéh @ammuniat ?arkﬁ/ia not sn expended

foree but is an aven greater fastor in present-day Pranos’
than bgroro the war, an examination of this Party's aevnlay,
: mant and espeoially of 1ts aations during_thaueaatrovurnial
peried from 1939 to 1941 may prove to be ef aame‘ass;staneo

in evaluating its role at that time and in ehe"Frqnée and
Burope of teday. -
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‘ This period is so redent that objective works on it are
sonspicuously lacking, and even meny of the primery sources
such ss government files sre still either umpublished or une
availeble here, Nevertheless, with the material st hséd; -
1ot'aa attempt to determine the natﬁre of the Frenéh Commie
nist Party's policy and whether this‘péliey wae the wisest

one for the Frensch people and therefore was jagtifi@d,



CRAPTER II
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PARYY PROM 1920 TO 19059

‘[_ Phe Frenth Gommunist Party, formed in igﬁéjvhaa devele
epqd'ineo such. & wgli;kniﬁ organisstion by 1959 that it
could suffer the serious shooks of theb period snd still
emerge as & powerful unit in Prench life, What wers the
basis elements whish Baméviseé this suocsess storyt -~

" One of them sertainly was the Party's sbility to
overcome internal rebellions in such a way that enly'inu~A
_dividaali were Isat; nevar\aignifieant segmante of the

'Party itself which might have led to its Gisintegratien,

Another element was éha oonquaringvpf4the elaﬁﬁar&i,aiump
 §hét the Oormunists experienced in the early 1939*s;§ne

- that by the end of the deoade they had a more sigable iapﬁ
., resentation in the nationai 1égisznhuroi .¥he Popular
Frent pawiaé, ﬁuriag whioh tho Gaamuaiata sooparated with
' the Sooislists and Redloals, was signifioant becsuse it
aided in the ‘Communist Party's growth end beosuse it pare
tially explaina the atﬁﬁns ﬁht&ge&:ma betwesn thgéi-gyaupn
in 19393 while the trascing of the Party's forelign polisy
1i both a key Lo anﬂialvofloutieﬁ-ﬁf the pvine&pai reversals
ﬂhieh the Communiets exesuted in 1038 and 1030, ;

How let us devalop these al&menﬁa in order to undivu
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bﬁan&»m@re fully this party and its conduet when Prence bee

came invelved in World Wer II,

Formation of the Party

In 1920 at Tours the Prench Soolalist Congress was
8plit into feotions that soon proved to be scmpletely imw
| aempatiblé;r The Central Executive Committee of the ?hirdv
International, ohild of the nowlyaferuéé workers! republis,
had sent to the French Socislist Perty s llst of twentyeone
~ eonditions to be met uncompromisingly before the French
Party wonld be escepted into this world orgenization. Some 7
" of these conditions 1nﬁludad: the atrzat-aaagorihip of the
?art& ﬁress by proved Gemmuniaﬁsé purification of the Party
at ragu}ar'imtervnla; the use of any means to obtein 1&a
gaal; ﬁha carrying out of gll orders ar'tpe Commanilst
Intayﬁatibnai and 1ts Executive Committees, and various
hints éﬁ&'admenikians on the matﬁeda of propagandising

1 Should the enawer be "yes” or “na”?

workers,
One wing of the Boscilalist Party aenaiataé of extreme

13%3 such as Margel Cuohin and T Os ?raaaavﬁ ‘whe leudly

demanded that the Uongresa seaept the twentx%pnaleenditiens

80 thet through world unity workers might_g@in mare.pewugas

1Gorard wnltar Hi ranceis,
(Peras; Atmory Somogy

ggbig 3 Pa 39;
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?aéins these aévaéatea were doubters s~ men 1like Leon Blum;
Ranauﬂal; and Peul Faure who saw no chanse of an internatiom
ally representative party but only one directed by a foreign
pawer;vﬂuséiag They slse foressw, %easdea foreign control
of the French Party, a change in party methoda from the tra-

ditionally legal Fronoh ones to alandestine ones of Russien
| oxﬁraatien;

‘For a brief moment, sonciliatery tendaneinaxfliékﬁ§¢d

88 the Mareelllalse snd the common memory of Jsures overe
whaimad the éalegatas, but these were guiokly gutted out
by terse Eblosrima<fram Boviet ;anaéwd urging e ﬁgfan&te u
break with the deubting aantria#a;‘ﬂaﬁ by the sppesrance
of tﬁe.starniold Germen militent, Olera Zetkin, who persone
ally.reitarabo¢ these 1gaeruehion§ei By & three to one vote
the Gangrésa Joined sha Third Internatianalu The Frenah
‘Gaﬁmnniat Party was borm, but the dissenters remaineﬂ in the
- 01d Socislist group,  to be 8 nonruo of twietion in the fue

ture,

Fs

Inteynal Development

The practical work of perty organization followed this
formel baginning by the Frensh aemunaists, and one of thelr
most aritiesl edvisers wes the fiery Leon Trotsky, who bee

lwalter, ops 8ibs, Ppe 41ed2,
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osme the permsnent ropertér te»tho Thierd Internationel o0
Party uffiira in Erﬁneog Hiw aim was to mild a trnly ore
sanie'uéiﬁ that actually revolved arcund the worker, se
une-nf:hig first suggestions conserned 1'Humanite (the -
mist Party) in which
he urged that they subatitute extrenely aimpie'langaﬁge and

officlal newspsper of the French Commu

_attartpénﬁed satoh phrases for the eurrent vague snd Aiffie
cult style. %Trotsky also advoosted a mersiless censurdhg:
ef 8ll men and programn of ths So0glal-Demoeratic type, ocome
promisers of the ravelutiea.

~ From 1921 to 1923 squabbles over beslo theories and
pothy jealousies flared in the Prench Party so Moseow sent
- saveral high»effiainls there teo bring unity and a leaders
~ship faverable te the Third Internstional. These Gomtntern
offiotals demanded, for one thing, that the Freneh Party
~ 8%op hedging on the Nasonio queation and bluntly announce
thet 811 Communiste who refused to give up their xasania
affilietions would be axpelled from the Party. This ultie
matum and the faot that the Russian offinclels seemed to
“suppart Boris Souvarine, the Frenethebrnssntntivq to the
| Qamintarn§ wers gxtremely ﬁ;gturbing to Fressard;'wha was
the Searstery of the Fremch Communist party at thet time,
 He had had several dissgreements with Souvarine because he
folt the latter wanted to follow the nnaéew 1ine teo tena~
 slously, After several prsiimaaary~bkirmishan»bvar this
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diaaentian, Frossard resigned from the Party, esccusing it of
becoming “jituitical,“l and a group of so-eslled "centrists"
was aither uubtad'ar followsd Frousaéd's example,

. L'Humsnite ammounced on Jenuary 8, "The ranks of the
Party are purified.” |
During the middle twenties e movement toward greaster
"Bolshevization of the Party"® wes pushed by the Prench
Commumnist leaders following the £n§tigst19n of the Comintern.
The gosl of this progrem waes @ ati1l greater centralization
of»thé party and another gttempt to meke the individual wqmﬁa
ers the aaﬁngl basis of th%a pyremided struoture., To acoome
Plish thie, the cell system was inaugurated, The sell, orw
ganized at the place of work besame the basiu unit; end
thess units were gathered into twenty’aavan lerge reszene,
instead of the prevzsus forty-eight éepar&m&nbs into which
the Communists had organized the Pranch Party. Although i
‘there was some dissatisfaotion at first besguse of the cone |
fuslon which this reorgsnizetion entailed, the bolshevizae
tion was consistently sdvocated by Maurics Thores, sviising
~young militant st the head of the Party's Bureau cf Orgsnie
1zatzan;3 because he belleved that the femporary eonfusion
would eventuslly glve wey to a sﬁrengar; more firmly rooted
Iwalter, ops sibs, ps 188,
9_{-_9}&, ps 173,




partys

~ This drive to straﬁgthenxﬁhé Freneh Party had scareely
" begun when the Trotsky+Zinoviev bresk in the Third Interna-
tional saused pepersussions in France in the Souvarinee
Treint dispute. Souvarine oritioized "an excessive dentrale
ism end a t00 mechsniesl) diseipline" in the Pnrtyl and supe
Portaéf@rnhlky in the latter's interest in the world revos
lution; while PTriens, Sesretary of the Prench Party, proved
ﬁo be a better pelittgiah“and baekaé‘ainaviaa. The Fifth
Woprld Congress of the Cominbern exeluded Souvsrine from
the Communist Party and hrandad his relleﬂtrn;'inelﬁdtag'
meéen like Rosmer, HMenatte, and nnnois; as wroﬁskyitas and
their group as that of thy ’Rzght?gg These reéuirant'ﬁis6
aéndiens within the Partyﬁa leadership failed to aid in the
promotion of the Revelutiqn; and the Buh%#rs‘gg;EoZ: §21§mt_
{the monthly journal of the Party) remarked that at this

point cne could disoern "20% Jeuressism, 10% Marxism, 204
'naninznm; 204 wretskyiam;»and 304 aenfaﬂlaniam;"s‘ - :

" The decline in the momberahiplwhaéh the Party suffered
from 1920 through 1932 provided the setting for the last

1ﬂ!190¥‘ %m;; p! 1?7;
2rvid, p. 179, |
3rvid, pe 179,
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important internal threat to the French Communists until
1939, The euntrai\;igure this time was Jeogques Dariah;
that "epoiled child of thaleemmuniat Pa#tyﬁ,lsas Maroel
Uachin onge remarked, .Barieﬁ,waa tha'mastlpepplar éamp
munist leader throughout the tnentian;.betﬁ with the masses
and with members of Parlisﬁan};‘anélwhqn in the 1932 slec~
tions he end Clamemus were the only Communistae elected_on,
the first ballet, he began formulating plans for a new
workers' perty, which he alone would head,®? The Central
- Committee of the Communist Internationsl tried to restrain
Dorlot from this rash move but he considered this a sign
of wealmesas and his selfwsonfidence incraaaaé; 80 the ree
sult was Doriot's expulsion from the Party in 1054, Hows
ever, the feared loss in the Communist raniks failed to
materialize to any 1argé extent because within 8 year the
drive toward the Popular Front end $h§ ensuing Party expane
sien had renewed the Communist ntr&ngth»

\

Eleatoral

Stength

Although the Prench Communist Party instruets its
gnnéiﬁntea for Piriiam@nﬁan? septs to remember that the
genter of gravity of their politisal 1ife is dofinitely oute
side of Parli&uant.§ the Party has slways made & conocerted

lwslter, op, olb., p. 868,

Ez bﬁ-g, ps 286,

®ipid, p. 1414
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effort to win votes becaumse through its members of ?nrliamﬁﬂz
and the campaigns whieh ald in uheir a1eat1anu the Party is
able to influence a larger number of sitizens than merely
through Party shannels, | ‘ |

Pollowing 15 a biier resume of the Communlst Party eleo-
toral strongth in France during this period;

Year ?bﬁqg Seats
leg¢ . 878,818 e
leg8 1,063,043 .
1932 784,038 10
1938 1,496,503 72

Aﬁhﬂ,?arﬁy!s initial participation in the naticnal elese
_tions in 1984 was considered a smashing aneeoéa;ltnﬂ'ea May
21 tha;ariﬁiaa1 z1nav1¢v‘wirodt "fhe Executive Committee of
the Communist Inbernational notes with satisfaotion that the
Frenoh Qommunist Party has b&eume a8 great Cormunist Party
ané that it atraatad 1te electoral oampaign with an intrane
gigoance et'abaelniuly Arreproachsble principles as true
Commanista ought to do,"} |

From the chart above there would seem o be an arror;
because although the number of votes that Communists ree
\Quived insresssd noticeadbly in 1988 §hoy aétuaily lost thirs
teen Parlismentary sests, The explanation is found in the

different electoral :yséemn used, In 1924 the gerutin du

lwalter, gps @its, Ds 149,
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iiste, sdopted during the World Whr,'wﬁg.still_in gtfoét;
éﬁd_uﬁéor iﬁ, each party submitted o list of candidates for |

s whole district, The votes were tabyllated and, by s very
aampiicttad maehea, each party wAS aaaigned the numbor of
saatn proportional to 1ts total numbnr of votos.l The ald
system of serutin disrro
vided that parties nominate one pandidate for sach aieotarll

digsement, readopted by 10288, proe

, Qliﬁﬁist and thet 4if no one eandidate receivsd a majority
vaﬁe on the r1§n£ hallat; 8 r&n»eff allot would goeur a
ﬁeek later, This system ab#ieusly ensouraged aoslition voles
on the second ballot end tended to strengthen par@i@a of the
center, | : ’ | | B

~ Binge in~1988 the Gémmuaiat Party refused to cooperste
with th@ 6thara, it e:pnrxoncod a definite érap in Parilamens
,tary‘rapraaeatatlnm; but in 1932 the ocontinued decl&na was.
'maznly due to an mctual loss of votes, although the syatem

was prespensible in sertain &nstanceu.1 @ht sovantywﬁww

v

A g

ualter, sps gibs, UPe 2544835, {llustrates:

1p the Beine«steMarne dimtriot, thare wore four dandie
dates en the first ballet. The Communist obtained 2,518
votes; the Seoimlist, 1,426; the Radical, 1,000 and the
Gonservative, 2 8@1. wha Soctaliast and ﬁndiami eaendidates
withdrew bafare the seccnd vetings The Qummmnist received
4,113 vetes on the sesond bellat, while the Ganservntivb
rgeoivud 4,199 and was elected, .
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‘seats whioh the Communists won in 1936 were s direst rémult
of the Populsr Prent polioy, and although this cooperation’
41dn't lest long, the Party had sn important share of the

Parlismentary seats when the orisis of 1930 arrived,

The Popular Fremt
During 1029 end 19030 the Prench Communist Party's ine

flwence and membership deolined drestiecslly, L!Humanite

underwent a finanoial ar&uii; Feeblenses seemed to prew
veil througheut the renks, The Soclalist Puéey, he«sver;
r”eantanued te be streng, fhuras felt that the basie oxXplane
ation for the Soclellsts! strength was that the Seolelist
leaders had not been in power ss yet 80 they §0ﬁ1& ocontinue
to lure the mmsses to thelir standards with spoeehea alona;
Besides, no economio arisls to test the mrties had cocuredd

The Qommunist selutlion to this situation was to try te
win the 8celalist workers over to cooperation with the Ceme
manists but at the seme time to unmask the Boclalliast leaders
as traltors to the working elasss This poliey, however, pro-
duoed aznupgéinﬁing results, as ﬁho Party disecovered in the
1052 vlestions. Nevertheless, the Cemmunist leaders pursued
it for snother two years. |

IWiltarj ops oit., p« B16,
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| The Soeialist Party wes also snxious fa%\eeaperahiva
aotion betwuan the two werkﬁra' purttea, unﬁgeaverai abart&ve

sttempts st ecalition.were tried from 1922 ¢ #‘195%. The
- fasciat threat in Cermsny saused the Gnrman #eé&aliats to
petitien the Bedond and Third Intornetianalaltu stap their
intereparty strife in ordor that beth the wewk&rm' purtign
might unite threughout Europe in the face o£ tbis e?itieal
situations fThe aonditions which the uommnniat Internﬁ&ianal
submittad to the Soclalists wers wholly sccaptable to the
 latter 4; expept for the'final aluuto; which dealéréd éh;t
the eammaalgs Parties would atill try ta proselyte the
soeialiat workora. The ncgekiatiens halted abruptlyn

On Pebruary @, 1934 there was rioting in Paris, resulte
1ng from 8 elash bctwaan demonstrators of tanoist ZOaﬂznss
“and those of the Jommunist and Bosialist Perties, The
: B@einliat leaders suggested that this was en spyrepriata
t1m§ to coumense some kind of active eoeporhtien; but the
aendttieﬁa on which thalﬁemmnaipti insisted were igsiﬁ une
compromising 80 the eaﬁolunien of this attempt was unsude
sessful like the previous one, |

When & number or 8eeialiuts jeiued the congwoas of
Amsterdem poaae group, bo wh&ah nany Oommunists belongaﬁ,
and this body 1nsu¢d_a_301nt antl-Fasolint declaration in
April 1954; rumors that thé parties were fihaily in agr;éh
ment bngaa'to.rzy; but Thoresz, im order to diepel such B
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populsr con¢lusions wrote in the April 13

do not wish to be joined with the Socinluﬁame@rats. Gay
does not marry water to f&rc;“l |

Within a few menths, howevar, the Gammnnlat and
8o0c0lalist leaders were aotively uaeparating, an# by 1936
the Radleal Party was included in this uo‘litléﬁ; ‘This
change seemed to be s very sudden one to the publie. After
ourtly refusing the Sooclalist propesals for so long, Theres,
on June 23, 1934 at the Perty Conference in Ivry, made his
customary denuncilatiocns of the SoeisleDemoarats but add§dt

“We do not went fascism to come to France.
e ttonriaTh o s A e
fasolesm, -

And although there is sohe evidense to show that'tht
ﬁemmunist lesders in France had disoussed the possibiiicy
of an entente wibh the Socislist Party directors as esrly
aé Janusry, 1954,5-ﬁh1s swerve in the party line, vhether
1t osourred in Jenmuary or June of 1934, merked e definite
sontradiction of the previous fourteen years polisy,

' The drive toward united sctien, onsce begun, moved

rapidly, On July B both Svceiaslist and Jommnist leaders

lwslter, op» 8it., pe 260,
®11d, pe 978, S

sibéd. 2 P» 2731: ,
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spoke at e large jJoint meeting in Parla; end the principal
: thama_ar both pepresentetives sesmed to emphasize ﬁha fue
ture gains that were possible now that the wofkcgs ware‘aa~
éparating; By the end of thin\anntb, Y commnnistheexaizat
Pact was signed by those/Frenah'pnrtias which wag aimed
-sgainst ang further fasolst growth in Franaé and even prow
pesed the dissolutlion of such fascipt groups as tha-ggg&a‘
gg Feu, This agreement also inoluded e truce in thelinter*
party verbal warfare 80 that the sseomplishment of their
common goulwm%a dafcut fazoiem and to win workers'! henefits
*~ might not be hindered. This entente soon embraced anm
_other important sroup; that of the middle olaeses, begsuse
Thorez had been negotiating with Redical Party*leadoru; and
on Bastille Day 1938, the Popular Front, ss this wide ooali
tion became kmown, paraded in Paria.

¥het i¢ the explsnation for this ahout~faea, prior teo
whisch the Oommumists had denounced the Soclsliast leaders as
"traitors to the working class” end after which these seme
Communists held out a cooperative hand s« not only to these
game Sosialist leaders but also to the bourgeols Redicels?

Gerteinly the earlier attempt of the Party to gein
strength by trying to attraet anly the Boelalist workers
had failed in the 1938 slections, so 1t is poseible thet the
Freneh Communists belleved thet at lsast a temporary coelis
tion with the suscessfull Soalalist Party was the only cure
for 1%5 elsetoral slump. The second explanation <+ that of
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the fascist threat in France «- was the one oited by the
Party at that time, It is true that suoh ultrgweansarvuw

tive organizations as the Aetion Frsncaise snd the COroiw de

Feu hed, with thelr éhaw of military foree and nry_far 8
mere-autharitarian geveénmqnt, terrified the Republisan
French, And the fasoist threat to Socialists and Comwmists
in Germany had by then becoms a reality; slthough Hitlerian
Germany was not yet reaagniued as a meaaee4ta Franes, The
‘third hypotheals soncerning this Communist reverss consluded
that new orders had arrived from Moscow, buﬁ_as Leon Blum |
(who prepounded this explenation) added, "What motivated )
Moscow in this step?". B

In enswer to his own gquestion Blum wrote:
c : ‘ \

The Februsry Fascist scare had permitted the
Soviet to begin its ohange in front, the necessity
for which hed been reslized aince Hitler hed ase
cended to power in 1633 sand had threstened an easte
ward expansion, Look for no other gause for the

.~ WaR,F, diplomasy, Titvinevts trips, Rusalatls ene
trance into the League of Nations. The Soviet
Sovernment wished to guarantee the security of its
Faropesn front by a system of international agreee
ments seae At the same time that the Soviet ape
preaches the Frengh government, it looks for a

"point of support from the Prench messes grougid
around the idea of an anti-faszolist struggle.

One historlan eamhenta:

il

lwalter, ops 9iYs, Pe 290,
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The asaension of Hitler constituted a ‘grsve
nenage to the U.8,8,Re, for he d4id not hide his
desire for expansion taw-vﬂ the Bast to gein
%gbanaraum¢ The Sovist resigned hersell to seoke.

2 alilles emong the capitalistic countries ...s

in esth of whiech she wae supported by the Come

munist Pertlies,’ | ,

Ailyéf thege raatéra probably figured in this reversal
by the Frenoh Communist Farty in 1924, but regardless of the
reasons, the Fopuler Pront that wap formed proved t» be a
smashing sucoess in ite first test, the 1636 elections.

Thies coslition of the three leftist parties left the Right

- in ruins; but when the cabinet was formed by Leon Blum,; one
aloud eppesred in the polztioal skys The Communists, who
had bemefited most from the elestoral hax-gsin,ﬁ refused to
enter this goverment, although Thores pledged hie Pariy's
loyal support, This meant thet there would be slways present
8 Left Party vhiéh‘weu not involved in the immediate redpone
s1bilities of government. Aware of this Leon Blum eddressed
thie nﬂrnius tn the cqmmuniitst |

I sincerely hope that the Government whioh the
Soolalist Party is gezns to form will not be the

Kerensky OGovernment, 1f 1% were to Lo 30, bew
lieve me [ in the Fre § today 1t fe noet Lenin

who would replase 1%,
lhecn de Riedmuttan Lo Cmomuniswe, (Versallles:
Eﬁitzoua De L!'Observateur,~YodS W1
4
. D.¥%, Brogan, Prence Under the Hepublie, (Londent
Harper and Bro ora5TUX0); | -.“ﬁji'"**"v



. : : 18
The French workers expeoted immediate results from

their politisal vistery; and even before the'nqw Government
teek_offic§ they begen to ocoupy the taetories,,dgﬁﬁﬁding;
in these strlkus; wage incresses and various improved worke |
ing conditions, Fraa.ﬁay 26 té 28 these utrikbb spread
rapidly throughout France, with a second wave of them the
first week in June, The Alscipline and self-sonfidence of
the strikers has led ocertain historilens to conmolude that the
strikes wers plenned and divected by the syndieuiisté and
wnofficially by Gammunls%s,l but others explsin thab'thé
workers could, quite logiocally, have expected no opposition
from the new Leftist government snd =0 this was the resson
for the calmness and selfeassurence qzhibited during the
sﬁrikus;e At eny rate, the Sosialist Gabinat acted prompte
1y to sattle the situation bessuse 1t feoared that these
vork steppages migﬁt alienate public opinion againat the |
r.Pepulap Front, The Government obtalned farrtﬁe strikers
several soncessions from tﬁa large 1ndustrialists; gné;tﬁa
forty-héur wook was adopted by Parlisment. The Government
;hd'mény sconomists saw that this shorter work week would
lower Frensh ability to compete in the world merket, but
the measure was nesessary to bring peace to thé'induatriai

- Bgane,

; e ——_——
lwalter, op, oits, Ps 813s
| garagan; ops oit,, pe 704,
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As naual; there were c#trdmistu whom the settlement
414 not uﬁtllfy; and atrikes qraggad on 4n serteln ereas,
However, when Theras.aéw these prolomged aﬁrikes ereate ih
uncnainéss in the middla.elasaas from which he ?draeivgdr
the Right might profit, he urged immediste cessation of the
strikes, saying, "It 18 necessary to know when %o end @
ltr;kb.”l |

- On the whole, the Fopular Front Government coped

rather successfully with its Qomoatla prablaﬁa during 1936,
bgt_réraisn~poliey issues led to serious controversies withe
4n the nafhisﬁ blos, '?ho Spanish Republic te the south also
had a Popular Front Gavornmsét; 80 when it was threstened by
- the ?rancealad Rightist forces, the Frpnch masaei naturelly
sympathized with the Spenish Loyalists, end meny Frahehman_
- urged the Govermment ta:uend aid to their republieanAﬁgighn
bers, The Frenoh Gwﬁmﬂuista wgrc'vory outgpoken in their
demsnd for intervention on behalf of the Spanish Government
begssuse they feared a Frando viestory over the Spanish Lefte
1sts and bedause the Soviet was materlslly reinforeing the
Layhlistdg ‘Bluﬁ.madq the difficult deoleion teo remain
striotly neutral, for ke believed that intervention would
 lead to war fith,ﬂprmnny“and,Itsly end that if France chose

lWalter, op, olts, p: 520,



20

1 Xo matter how waiiafeundnd

Madrid she would lose London,
Blum*s reasons might have besn, this decision broke the
spirit of the Popular Front, and soon other differences led
to the 1aaq of any unity emong ﬁhe Leftist partigﬂ,' .
By Pebruary 1957 the Blum Government called for s

"pause™ in its reform program in order to "eonsolidste the
ground we have aenqnarsd",ﬁ but to the Right this was a
signal thet the peoples! government was weakeningy and te
the extreme Left this was an admission by the Government
of ite fallure to fullfill its promises to the workers,

| Inoidents followed rapidly -- Blum's resignationj the

~asoension of the Chesutemps Radiocal GJovernment; its resigns.

" tion just before Austris capltulated to Germany; a sesond

atfempt end failure by Bluﬁ to form s oabinet; and in April
1938 the asgendanoy of the Dalsdier Gevaénment¢. By this
time, the Papuiar Front thet had been dead in aﬁirit for

some time was dead fn name as well,

Foreign Poliey

~ fhe French Gommunist Party's foreign poliey from 1980
to 1930 oen be divided into two distinct period. One might

1ﬁavtd ?hcmsan Demoorsey In Franao (Lcnden: oxford
University Press, 15&37““*“‘2% X5ording to this author,
.from this perlad French foraign peliey was completely sube’
servient to the Brieish.

QBresan, 9ps Sitss Pe 718:
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“eall the first one, whioch lasted until 1935,1 the anti« |
national-defonse phaae whi2ha gonversely, the :ne@nd per&od
whieh lasted from 1935 to 1939, might be named the pro-
nationalsdelonse ghasa. ar course this im an GVGrqsin911~
- fleation, 80 in the next few pages let us foviuw the ime
portant foreign issues which the French Communists faced
Prior fo that controversisl peried - 1930 to 1041, |
In the first plnca, the Party had to sottle the gues~
tion of whether war was to be ssnotioned in gertsin inctamees,.
 and, if s, what these instances wera. 8ince meny Prench
Gommunists had besn pacifiste in World Wer I, this ves a
problem but by 1982 the official snswer hed been given h&
Boukharine to the Thiﬁd Internationsls

This problem of national defense whieh for
all Communiats, was complestely clear st the bagino
ning of the wer, sinee 1t admitted the pure and
simple nesst&oa of national defense, presents ite
self in e more complicated menner HOW.s.ss.The
presense of a proletarian state modifies the whole
situetionsseesothus it 13 neeessary in ocur program
to demand that the preleterisn stete gsn and ought
to be defended, not only by the proletariat of the
gountry in question but aleo by the proletariat of
all other countriefes.. +The second gqueation ie
whather proletarien states ought to form military
bloes with bsurgaeis BLatoBessensOf O ge, 1if it
is » question of purely strategis and tuet{e
opportunity. s+ s8uppoaing thet s militeny alll» -
anse had boen oonoluded with a bourgeois state, the
duty of the. aamradaa in each country weuld consist

v

Lnis date is only approximste beesuse 1934 to 1935
seems t0 have heen & Lransition peried,

A
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in eontrlbutin lto the vietory of the bloe of |
the two alllea,

In 1928 at the Sixth Congress of the Communist Inters
national the kinaa'of wars were discussed and the following
instructions sbout them wers gilven to the delegates: A
imperialist wars must be'donbunned. Wars in which Come
munigts should participste inecluded those imperialist ones
which e¢ould be transformed into 01v11 war, those which |
would defest the Oommmunists'! own imperialist govérnmentu;"'
end these in whieh imperialiast forges thﬁeatqned tihe U.S .3.Fk

The French government dispatahea aaeupatien troops to

~ the Ruhr industrisl region 4in 1983, The aammuniats irmedie

ately labalod this move as,&mparlaliatin ané started a camw
paign aimed at mass uprxainga in Frence end Germany, for
Moscow #t11ll believed that the world revolution was Lmmie
nent and felt that this aitugtidn‘might~b§'#he one to Kindle
fhe revolutionary fire, French Gam&nnis%a'hhlé joint meete
ings with thelr ﬁerman brethara to plan ‘methods to further:
fraternization by the French soldiers with the CGermans,
Germsan gabotssa of the;F:enchﬁuantralled 1ndus§riea;,and
mcas'damnnneratiaﬂa in béhh‘pgtggns to progoat ﬁhia'"impe~
rialist act,” The effort was vesal encugh to bring proses

euﬁiuﬁ against ten Communist leaders, among them Harsel

OHN

xﬂa“riﬂﬂ Geyrat, Ls Trahison pe'
3?&2‘13&6;13:, 194;7)’ p"lﬂ " a——— "

8%&1'@8!‘, %R 8 _:, Ps 194,
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Gashin, fer high treasan:l but the class uprising falled teo
materiallze, ﬁhe reason probably being that Prenchmen in
general were 400 tired of fighting to be aroused to proﬁéot
Geymen preopertys | |

S&néa freedom for the (olonlasl populakionz has éppoarud
donelstently in Communist platforms, the Riff War in 1984
brought slleout denumcistions of the Governmint's poliey of
"subjugation” frem the Fremch Communists, Doriot stated in
Parlisment; "The soldiere will hold out a breﬁherly ﬁgnd ‘
.he'thosn whom you oall enemles. They will impose th§ ét&§0
on you,"® Hnréaibr, he and SQmard; enother Communiat Iaaéow;
sent s gongratulatory telegram to Abﬂ¢gloxr;m;’ the Riff
ehief.a The Party also ordered a protcse-atriko to show
the Ooverrment that the workers sided with the Riffs. The
strike ocourred on October 12; 1025 and e million workers
partzeipatud;4 B L o

Throughout thess years until 1935 the French Communis$
Party thoroughly at&gmhtiiad ‘the hhéory of national defense,
nnd in the way of praatieal aation, it refusad to vots milie
Bary sredits ‘and attemptad to un&armina suthority in the

ermys In taat, in 1929 maﬂrieo ?herés we s nentenoed to six

'do Rieﬂmﬁtten, gg“ ai 0 p. 54,

\saarrut, ”g& ait g, p. 18,
3;hid, .
4walter, op, ait-, Pe 15?;
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months 4w priﬁen for "inciting doldiers to éaiabadiamacg“i

The Party attitude toward national defenae falled to

alter when Eitler Pipst osme to powers,

On November 11, 1933, i?xumanita gharged:

. The bugbear Hitler is a pretext to sxaot
premgt sanotions that would meen war agsinst ﬁhn /
Reich,

If the war ogeurred, it would not, as thn
"heo" Soeislist leaders olaim, be a gtruggls bes
tween demooracy and fasoiem, but between two ims
perinlisms which 7e combat under the same name . ¥

And in September Meuriee Thoves dedlared:

Ressuse we sudbordinate everything to the
nesessity of preparing the proletaria¥y,..for
1%s diotatorship, our attitude in time of war
would mnga us aetarmiuoa aavursarian af nationsl

 defenne,

AN

As late as Maroh 15, 1935, Thores, in answering a group

who had affirmed that ths workers would rise to resist a

Hitlerian sggression, atated to Parliament:

We will not permit the working qlaaa to bo
swept into & wer to defend demooracy ageinet.
faBoism, ¢ssThe Soclaliet Party decleres iteelfl
for nations) defense, while the Communiat Party
remains true to the menifests of Mgrx and Engels:
the proletariat has no fatherlend,

ri s pt, RETI

3931‘*8“3' Hey, 19
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However, the year 1935 marked 8 turaing péiﬁh,"whsﬁhex
Athé ?raneaaséviet pact af~friendah1p§ signed 1# an of thst
yesr;vinsbisatad,thia turn qr\uhether"tha Prench Gomﬁnniabu
realiged only then'that Hiblérianjﬁarmény was a threat to
“the masses g woll es to the ”tio«hﬁmﬂroé families,” the re-
sult was that the Party beken to uphold nstionsl defense

and oven hedame neit&lj patriotis, Thorez begen to refep

to Prance as "our eeﬁﬁéry that we 16?5;“1 ‘

In his report to the Party Oongress of 1957, Thores
urged immediaste militery ald to tho 8panish ﬁayaiiatsz‘ané
blamed the policies of the Govermment thet had gligwnd_
?ﬁagint Itulyrxa-oanQﬁar Ethiopias and Germany té oocoupy the
Rhineland, The diftirﬁnéa"bqkwaan demosratic Frenge and
ﬂaséiit ﬁarminy seemed quite obvio&i-by thnn; and Thores
infarmed tho dnlag‘t&: thuﬁ ﬁhe Frenah Communist Party's
rareiga paliay for th- rutarq was "both demoeratic end |
?roneh - 8 plan for peace,"™ ,

The events of 1938 olimaxed by NHunich were braﬁ&sd by
the Prench @am&uniata a8 bhé-traaehﬁréﬁalﬁeeda of a fow
‘:féen—af the ﬁéaaes. lan Ga%éber Ty 193&,,$haras.ohargndz,

' Hun&ah 1s not pcaee.‘ Munich im the attempt
of the English and French reactionaries to come to -

twilver, Ope azﬁ., Pe R8BB,.

~ BMayrice Thorez, Une Politique ﬁe Grnnaeur Frencals,
(Paris: Rditions Soclales,

31vsd, p. 172,
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a seoret understending with the Gorman snd Ttalian

fascists; over the heads of the leboring masses of

81l countries; over the heads of the small, trusting

States; end over the hesd of the Soviet Union, coune

try of Soelallism and peace,”

Prom the autumn of 10938 through August 1930 the Come
munists exelted thsfdafenaa of Prange and of her allies,
expsoislly Ozechoalovakiia end Polands Om November 21,
1938, Thoves lashed out at pacifists: |

!bugnhiniag'hxyaérites woaken the ocombatants
rwho dis for your freesdom, yeur satisfled peance,
~ To defend Franos sgalnst Rltler at this moe
ment oarries a very definite significance for the
- working cluss., "o defend France againet Hitler-1s -
to be loysl tg theﬁinuorﬂagianal preletariat in

est and not Jggﬁ in wopds.* o SR

The FransoeinglosSoviet negotiations ae@méd to drag on
endlesely throughout the summer of 1939, snd the French Oome
munists blamed the two western powers for sll the delsys.
When cne saciglzﬁh'auggestaﬁ thet the Soviets! “exoessive
legelisn® might be slowving up thgréaaveriatiana, 1¥ﬁumga5tb
branded him as "a falsifier of tha'negatiatien records,"d

7 eenaistenﬁly, the aammuniata-u#gad s strong paiiay to
~ support Poland, end es late as August 21, 1939, demandedy
"o second Munmiohi™®

lyaurice ?hares,'agg_gih,, pa 218,
Poeyrat, ops sit., pe 524
1p1a, . 84,

4§b§d.
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On August 83, 1939 the German-Boviet Pact wes signed,

fhe Prench Qommunist Party entered a new era,



CHAPTER YIX

THE COMMUNISTS! "DELICATE PERIOD" we
AUGUST 1939 T0 JUNE 1941

- Augast to September 19

fho GermuneSoviet past forced no eritieal desisions upon
the French Communists for several weeks, They interpreted
1t as » sign of the U.8,8,R.'s power to bring pease to Eue
rape, 89 they esontinued te support a strong netional defense
and the rights of Poland.

Ltfumanite declared on August 23

The conversations in Mosoow beotween the
TBeBsRe and Germany serve the csuse of pesce
’.!? Burope.,

On August 24 a pramiaéﬁt Oomnunist Jjournelist added;

I repeat that war receded yesterday: Alresdy radie
stations are stating that the antiefoviet attompt e
whioh pretended that, in eensequense of the Berline
¥Mosoow pact, a twenty~four hour ultimetum had besn
sent b0 Poland concerning Dansig -~ was s fslsshood
to exploit the state of apirit developed in Paris
by & deliyious press, The twentyefour hours have
passeds Hitler has mot telken Danzig.  One would do
well to be suspieious of false news,l :

1Lofouvro, Ops oits, Py 1B,
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‘These naive stabements centinued to roll from Communist
presses for saveral days; &nd even efter Gormsny had attacied
Poland and Frenoe had dealared war, September 3, the Frensh
Gaﬁmuninta repeatedly preised the Soviet for having tricd\té
save the pease, The Perty continued to support Polish aid;
and on September L the Coamunist deputies voted wcrrurodiko;
The patrioctis gestures sontinusd, |

M. Thores uxrirmud§

If Hitler, in apite of q#urything; beging
war, may he Imow thet he will find before him
the people of & united Franse, the Communists =
in the first rank, in order to defend the aecurity
~of the eaunivy, the liberty and independence of
the people.’ o ,

In & letter to the Senete on September & Marcel Cachin
wrotes

"  mﬁu.Frendh Cormunist Party maintains the same

attitude btoward Hitlerism. It declares that the

woyrkers have a primsl duty: that is to aecept the
military messures required by the foverament in

ordar to defaeat Hitler snd to guarentee the seour

1ty of the eountry. - -

This sort of deglavation by Gommunists appsared ves
pestedly im Pranae during the £irst half of September. On
September 17 Ruseisn gaﬁxﬁg marohed into Polend, nﬁd’yot on
September 19 the Centrsl Committee of the Party in & foint

1geyret, ops oi%s, Pe 684
,b\ﬂy Pe 634
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meeting with the Commnist deputies st the Chamber of Depue
. ties issued this statement:

On the eastern front, the bravery of the
Polish people has not been able to put s stop
te the loss of the nities and the most imporsant
industrial and oulturel centers of this unfortus
nate eountry, Oulded by the anxlety to serve well
the eauss of-soolal progress and of Prance, we ocan~
not separate the twoj we are trus to the declarse
tion made by the General Sesretary of the French
Gommunist Party, April 28, 31886; YIt 1v nalther
by Rome, nor by Barlin, wor by London, nor even by
Mossow that the direstion of our countyy wsizlbt

determined, it 1s;hy Enr$¢u’= Vive la Franeel

Since the news of the Russisn invasion of Poland must
have resehoé Paris by September 18, it 1s hard to underw
stand this decleration by the French Covmunist leaders on
the 19th, ©One eould use it to support the prépoaitien
that_tha Prensh Party dooa not take orders from ﬁc:nor; OXw
sept for the faok that immedistely sfter this statement,
thess asme leaders remained silent for almost a two-week
period, after whish they began sn antiePolish snd defeate
int eaﬁpiign. Under ﬁheae:azrnumﬂtunabi the Iagionl BX~
planat;eu of the aoptoﬁharflﬂ toxt seenﬂrte-bs ﬁhat,it wan
_as emotional ﬁlundo# by men who ba&,htan:&h£§aa1ng Poland
for 8o long thaﬁ theay couldntt reverse shamaulvyn.ovn#» '
‘nights

B -

Ygeyrat, ops eits, pe 64,
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Perhaps the moet significant feost about the Commmniste
for the rest of September was thelr eompiete lack ofAnetlcng
Thelr silense on the war w88 more notteible than uay axplano
atory words might havo boan.x_' |

on septambar 26, vhen Ruauia and. acrmnny were engagad
1n dividing Poland baewoon them, the Frensh Parlisment
dissolved the Communist Party amnd any other greupt.wplah
showed sllegisnce to the Third Internationsl,
'~ In pretest, the Uormunist deputies deslared:
In the neme of the idea) of liberty amd -
human dignity imseribed on our country's flag
we energebtlieally protest e decision contrary %o
hhe republican spiriteses
This 1s the first time that 8o arbltrary &
meadureys v chas been taken against a party of tha _
working cluss and the Prench peoplt :
In our aspaeitg as Prench deputies, we Proe
¢laim our indignetion which we are ygsi%iv& is
ahared by'tha poeplu of our sountry,

*ar September 86 the partitioning -of Polend was sube
stantially complete, and the vigtors lesued a atatomant
Ihiuh,rqaftirmpé\thqir matual cecperation {nd soncluded
that the Buropean war oould now be suscessfully ended +e

speairiaqllye

a‘“llt@!" 921 3133 # P 360,
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ssepd Bure banil[for u énvgblo pesce han

bsen eresded, ... _
- The twe Govermmerits therefore enter inte
common efforts in acsord with other friendly
- poware in order $0 arrive es rapidly as possible
at this end, If, however, the efforts of the
two Governments are not sueosssful, the faet will
be undeniably established that England and Frence
- are vesponsible for the continuation of the war,

{8igned) Molotev < Von Ribbentropt

Defestism Begine

i %he French ommunists, upon the aissolution of thelr
Party on September 26, hed ilmmediately formed themselvee
into a new orgenisation, The Workers' and Peasantet  Group,® -
In the name of this organizetion, Florimond Bonte and Arthur
Remette dispatohed their famous letter to President Herriot
on Ootober 1, This was the first comment by the Prenoh
Communists on the foreign situation sinde September 10,

Hore are the essantisls of the letter: ‘

Searcel have peans propeudla ba@nymndc,
due to th&vd,gxamntie initietives of the U,8,8,R.,
then 8 oontrelled press answers in chorus: YHoi!

Is 1t possible that pescs proposals can be
rejectsd even bhefore their detalils are imown end
without the national snd sovereign representative
body having been sonmsulted? ‘

We do not think so, snd we ask you, as President

3@911"'&, ops 1'3, PPe E6+88.,
Bwnlter, op. eib,, pe 351,
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of the Chamber, t0 demand

‘1, %hat Parliement be ealled to deliberate
in a publie aataian on the problem of pesde)}

24 Thet the' deputies 1n the Army be au-
thorised to take part in the deliberationa on
this important question, upon which depends the
life or death of milliens of Pronohmen,

Ws deaire with all our might, & just and dure
able piaaa 5 we think this oan be obtained prap«
141y, ln eppes&tion to the &mper&aiist WATHORZOIS
and 1tlar Germeny, which is s prey to internal cone
tradistions, thaww stands the might of the Soviet
Tnion whiah,wauld permit the renlisutien of a poliey
of golleogtive nﬁsuri%g that would unngre peadge and
safeguard the independence of Franade.

8ince the Frensh Communists had been the most outspoken
erities of Munich and had eried loudly for sddistenee for
the "brave Rnlel”rg many Frenchmen were unable at first to
aemprohona this proposal to ean&ludq peace ovsr the Pol&sh
aerpso’?

In Le Eopulaire Leon Blum wrote:

Thia doss of oynibism and hypoerisy is physe
10elly intolerable....Bub it 13 necessary to go
heyond this instingtive movement of Ristavte,...
On refeation, what is moast serdous in this atep
taken by tha Qommunist deputies is its aorvilgtyno
whnt X oalled the athar day iumnzuobadionna'

[’An fmportent Prench Gammuniat leadov, Andre Merty, cons
ﬁinusd to argue 1u e book written a year latepr thnt a just

s

i i - e

1@eyra ;ga These excerpts are from the complete
text on Fa 65 m .

%w. Pe 0, mote 1.
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pease would have heen possible on the basis of the Commune
1sts! letter to Rerriats |

The aoanhry haa been at war for s month to
defend Poland bub ten days esrlier the resstionary
- Polish 8tate «s thaet prison of the peoples -« had

sensed to exisd, It was o0lear thet the government

of the solonels, led by Besk, had arranged everys

thing in ad!aaﬂ9¢ The multi-netional Polish Etate

{that artifisisl orestion of Versailles) had cole

lepsed in three weeks, It was clear that the aoe.

tion of the U.8.8,R, and Germany leid a solld foundae

tion for peace in Easterm Europe snd could at the :

same time serve as 8 basis_for the termination of

the war in Western supaptni

Pollowing the reseipt of Bonte's and Ramettets letter
pfepeuins pséee, the Sovernment ordered the arrest of ell
Gommaniet anpﬁeioﬁ, with the exception of those in the
srmed forees, The police arrested thirtyefour deputies
~ at that time, but the number of Qemmunist deputies had
 diminished sinse the Russien invasion of Poland, end throvghw
wut Qatober and Rovember the raaignak&enu@hné aacummlahad
to @ total of twantybrouroai zhe remainder of the sovantyn
twe Communiats dqputios whe were not arrested or had nut ro~
signed war&—aithor 1n tha xnmy, wOre arraatoﬂ later, or ese«
oaped the police not.

' Besldes deputies, the Party loss nnmbareas,atrieers'in

various distriots, For instenee, of the thirty-five coneils

1Anéro ntrtr Prigl of {st Deputies
{Londeny anruae: %§§ : ety e, g are?

3Geyrat, Sps 01%,, p. 67.
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ors-gensral of the Belne, fifteen resigned, It should be
noted that this depletion of the Communist ranks oocurred
prineipelly after September 19 and that although a few
promising militsnts like Marce) Gitton, who resigned in
November,l were lost, none of the higheranking leaders
swerved from the Perty line, onte it was astablished on
October 1. -

Mauriee Thores, the Searetery Genersl of the Pafty,
deserted his ermy post on Qotobsr 6, In his address te
the Party Congress in June 1945 he expleined:

After the suppression of our Ferty, deareed on
September 86, 1938, the Central Gemmitten made the
wise éoeiaiam 1mpoaed on Ostober 4, to have me
go into alnnﬁaatino work in my penittsn as Secretary
General of the FParty,...That was our duty to take all
the necsprary measures to try %o cheek the Hitlerw
ien plots, siming at the invaaien end the smnihilaw
tien of Fraaaa; The Frenoch Oonmunist Party in the
exolusive interest of the people of Frange, was
obligated to preserve organizatisns which have
played & vole of first magnitude in the atruggle
for the national liberstion snd to sasure the

seourity and the eontinulty of its d&ruatign and
aven to care for tﬁa lives of its leaders,

One author ¢laims that Tharts was not even in danger
of being errested, begause he was in the Army end the de-

oree for the arrest of the Communist deputies hed stipue
lated "that those who abeaﬁp&iah thelr duty as soldiers

walter, op, oit., p. 352,
ohores, ops sit., pe 288.
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will be sheltered from all praseeutiaasg”l However, "se~
eombi&sh their duty" 1a a vague phrase and most Amay officers
1nterpre%eﬁ 1£ to mean "renounde all aommuniﬁt tiéa" 80 welle
lmown 1endera like Therea aemually had 11ttle chenoce of 'Y 2N

\ .
N { i

ceping urreat.J? " "g-- o i

In the €éourss ét'aléabate 1n the ﬁatianéi’Assambly'on
December 5, 1947, Rightist Deputy Andre Moymet ascused -
;Maurieq Thérez,of'having betrayed France by his desertion
in 1039, s0 the latter rose and defended himself saying:

The (Goemmunist Paaty aided the war effort at
- first by voting military sredite and urging ibs
members %o join the Army.ss+l was honored as a
gsoldier by my supsriors,
© But while we were in uniform no fighting was
begun to save Poland, The CGovernment let Germany

8YR8e her,essIt was my first duty to lemnd the Party
whioh waes so important to Prance's welfara. '

In gespsnap, Ennri?%aitgsn, gnother deputy, noted thet
Thorex had made two points in his mddress; that France

'» diﬁn!t ge put to aid Polsnd nnﬁ that Thorez, with aotermina- :

tiea tnd ae&rage, had fulf&llod his job as hend of h&n party
-~ this plaeing hAs party above his country, '
‘ &uarea anewareda '”Tha ﬂammunigt Pnrty, slone, wed

derenains ny eauntry L

lﬂayrut, ﬂg&, ite, P ?1, note 1,

5§Jeurnal 0ffiolel, Assemblee Nationale, Dees 6, 194?,
Pe B ¥
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Yhores! asousation thab the Freneh Government ﬁid neﬁ
attempt to sid Poland in September is acocurate, Whether moh
an attempt would have bpén successful 1s unlmown, but 1t 1 |
Posslble that a quidk Frépah thrust at the Ruﬁpﬁweaxd&havgé)
relieved Polend and greatly hanaiasppoé Germany, At iny_
rate this 1s & point to be remembered im the following
chepter. of analynisé' The other paint regnrdihg Therés!
duty to his party first ism e runéumentai one, Granting for
the mement that this party was working for the best-interests
of Franoe, had 1t_any righb as & mi#ority group to deocide
that the laws of the Governmsﬁt'(ubieh~repraaenteé the will
~.of the majeriﬁ? in @ democracy like Franea) eeul# arbitriré
' 11y be broken? Thism is a problem to be pdpdered-whiié
»étudying %ﬁié pericd ir France?s history,
1[?Buring'the:wlntor of 1959 8 deluge af de£¢a§mat'propa§
gan&i for the masses andiinatruetiana for the Communist mile
ttants descended upon Pranée, An example of the defestist
literature was an open letter to Leon Blum written by Andre
_ﬁarﬁys In 1t one seeks in vain for a cen&a@naﬁian of Hitlen
Instesd the ensmy is pointed out to be the Prench and Eégﬁxh
~ eapitaliste whot '
looked for 8 new exeuse to justify this war,,..snd
found 1% by ¢alling 1t an snti«fasciast struggle,
, ‘Ahv_ﬂs-ﬁiniatarf(narty eontinued) do yau'tnkb _
the workers and peesants for imbeciles? They do not

forget that the Communists ere the only ones who
Judged gcourately on all the events which happened
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in Frence and in the wﬁr&dl and sbove all on the
problems of wer and peats. . _

George Dimitrov commented on the Scelalist leaderst
4n the war in en article in Praeyde:

The moral directors of the Seeond Internationsl
play the most sordid and oriminal role in the wayr,
They fool the messes by preaching the antifascist. .

oharacter of the war and ald the heurgseigie in:
pushing the people to the slaughterhouse.

The sddresses made by Moscow lesaders were rich in dee

feabist material,

In Oetober 1939, Molotov deelared:

But there isn't the least justification for
& war of this natures (ne can accept or reject
the Hitlerisy ideology as well s any other idew

 ologyosl systom -~ that is & question of pelitisal

viows and snyone will understand. thet an ldeology
canmot be destyroyed by war.,- .

- That &s wh; it is not enly uaalass but criminnl
to engage in auch e war- '

And on Eevﬁmhor~ﬁ he added;

We have salways been of the opinion that &
strong Germeny is a nogosasry oondit&en er 8
solid paaae in Eurepa*

lgeyrat, gps oits, Pe 75
°Ibid, p. 76,
Srbid, pe 80.
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The faet that aemmnaist-anthnred leaflets wnra dropped
1n Fbanuo by German planes has bean repeatedly alleggd and
ptovtd,l but that this propagands was actually praparea for
ﬁerman distribution by Communists in order te aid the Naezi
war machine dqea'net necensarily follow, It was perfeetly
natural for the Germans %o ubtilise this defeatist propagands,
but at the same time the Jemmunists could have been working
$oward peace without dcairing the Fagls to be the viotors,

Thers were reprimends as well es instruotions from
Mosaow for the Frenoh Communists, In sn organ of the Come
intern there appeared an editorisl, in December 1939, that
denoungeds o

¢sssthe opportunism of the Communist Farliaw

mentery groudsa.which 4id net utilisze the special .

Chember session September 1 to protest against

the poliey of reagtion and war of Dalasdier and the

Sooialist leadery snd which voted war eredits,

The Central Oommittees commitied grave mistalkes; 1%

did not understand at the time the signifiessnce of

the changes wh&ﬁh:'aﬁu,presipit&tad at ghe end of

Ansunt and at tha beginning of the wars

Thie artisle seems ta,1ndiesta'thatlenmmﬁatlt leaders
are supposed to follow the Hosdow line cloasly but thet the
method is, at least partislly, not one ot‘dircasfnrdars

from Moscow but one of eonsiatant'1gﬁarpratattan of the

Ljournel 0fficiel, Meroh 20, 1940, p. 266,
snnrtnvre, Ops 21ts, P 19,
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Bovietts actliona, 8nmet1uaa the Gommunist 1aadera inturpret
either inocorrestly or hsltingly er both, j

The Fate of the Communist Deputies

1r Gemmuniat'sénraaa sre to be believed, the Freneh
Conmunist deputies who were arrested in Ootober were thrown
inte a prison with the mbai; visious oriminales, The officisls
then not only aegleete#.thmﬁ but aleo éayrivod tﬁam of ordie
ngrw;privilasii“iuahxas writing materials and v&sigerc.1  1t
1s difficult to determine the suthentisity of this secount,
but at any rate two Communist dépubies, Bonts and Cornavin
Who had evaded capture to that time, sttended the Chember
session on November 30 %o protest the treatment their come
rades were receiving, The appearance of these 6§mmuniata
, naturally smased the other deputies; but when Bonte begen
%o address the Ohamber about the necessity of concluding
the way with.ﬂarmany; this amezement turned to indignation.
The Oommunists were ejected from the hall,® |
" Another inoldent odeurred in the Chamber om Janusry
8, 1940 at a session 0 which sl1l mobilized Parlismentariens
had been 1av1§ed. Only seven of the twenty-two Cormunist

lﬂarﬁn o ik PDe 26427,

By DPe 27, Thias author deseribos the ramet;a of
these iste we & very brutal affalr, but hin iz the
anly ovidouao of this interprcﬁntion¢ ‘ 3 ~
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deputies in uniform attended.l %he President proposed a
salute and & vete of apprecistion to the srmies of the
sapﬁbliu, and the vholeuahamber rose spontaneously, All
’rose,-that 18, exocept four of the Communist depubiess
ﬁraniar, Guyot, aoraiar, and Mishel, whe roru-ed to join
in the manira:tatien, doapite their eellogueal urginges
/ They refused to honor the Peapitalist army”stnd were
drnggad out of ﬁhe Ghamher.
: A ynar lster, Andre Merty concluded his eeceunﬁ et
thiu ineident by aayingx
What s satiafaotion it 18 to the Oommunists
to have merited the hatred of the Judesesy. But
alss what a8 new proor of . the power of Gommnninu“

_ 0n=zhnungy'1§g 1940 Etiganh_ﬁhjan,:a_preniueat Come
agn;at,éeputy; sppeared in the'ehﬁm§nr té prgt;ﬁt”u‘pending
bill to expel sll Gammunigtslfram yubiie affiéag :n_hil’
warning that this nb#k“pgrsseuﬁian“ waﬁld:net defeat thnl
| Qﬁmmnnilta;-ho proclaimed; |

We will always remain fﬁithfﬂlq.g«ﬁﬁ the traso
eause at thn Frenah poeplﬁ e b0 belitva hhuﬁ %e»

1ﬁayrlt, . 6it:, p. 85, oites this number while
&s only five, However, both

Walter si 6%, 1is
asooun re ”“azihat anly four of remained seaﬁod.
aIbié‘ o ' -
Sarty, o ﬁg;,g;g&, Pe 43,
- 41014, pp. 46.4T,
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gother with the Sovist Unionm we represent the

true working class oause, the cause of ﬂammunitmgl

The t{}éi of the Prench Communist deputies was poste
poned repeatedly throughout the winter. According te one
author, the reasen for this delay was that the officlals
were attempting to force the deputles ée renounce theilse
party ;rfiliatxans; bﬁt that sinece the depubies resolutely
refused, the walting period was extended, o

On March 18, 1940 the trial finally opened; and Marsel
Willard, "the sounlgof the dlf!ﬂ!&”,g led off by requestiné
thet Bmla@ier, Ponnet, and Herriot be called sas witnesses,
Thess men cxeuaadlthemlolves, hcwovor; and did not take
?art in the prooeadtpga, Artor‘tha first day of trial, 1t
bedems obvious that the defendents were using tha:bar a8
8 tribune for the exposition of their dostrine, so the
Militery Tribunel ruled that the trial be held. in csmers 3
The prosscution 1na1nted that this senp was taken ta ‘keop
the ¢risl from aogenoratins 1nta ¢ mass testimoniel, tmt
the defense was outraged, It charged that this deed was
unpraaodontod in Prench history and that tha pelitical

leadqru feaared the Communists! influence on the public,
Merty, A+, Ops O1t., . B4,

21bid, ps 6. |

Sae Riadmntton, 9Pa &g ep Do 914

1
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‘During the trial, the deputies sgnnaohly'upheld the
~ letter to Herriot end supported the Third International, mmd
their testimony was strongly defeatist.
Waldeek - Rochet told the court,

The aims of this war on both nidon,lhava noe
thing in eommon with 11barty end justice,

Etienne Pajon asked the OJovermment's representatives,

{ is war materisl being offieially sent to
Finlsné ¥hy has ¥, Daladler been keeping troops
in readiness ever gince February 36, when we are 1n
the thick of & war with dermanyt®

The trial olosed on April 4, 1940. The verdiot proe
neunted all of the defendents gullty of partieipeting in the
Workers! and Peasante! Oroup, which propagated the slogans
of the Third International, but found only Bonte and Ramette
gullty of publishing the letter to President Barrtot,

In other words (wrots Andre Marty) the Tribunal
iteelf 414 not find all the acoused guilty with rew
gerd to the letter to Herriot, which was the sole
ground {pretext) fer their artest and trialacecss

Nevertheless, the eccused wers santenend to the
meximum penalties.> , b

1Harty, ops 8its, pe 76,

S1bvia, pe 91,
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N ﬂany persensrhaﬁﬁ sensurad the French Gévtrnmant for
havins.déﬁiod ;raé spepch to the Gommunists, aopeaially'
to the sleated deputiss of the people, An English witness
in the trisl commented that he was “&aeply surprised at the
prosesution of members of-parliament.“x_ Leon Blum approved
. the trial but folt that it should have beem held befors the
Communist dsputies were deposed from the Ohamber.? It 1s
probable that the Daladier Go vernmont, sensing the popular
tension during the "phony wer" months, did resort to some
"red-balting" to divert the public; and one historien bee
lieved that:
The effect was bad, Had the Communist
leaders been gliven enough freedom to defend Stalin,
they might have mede themselves very wrpopular with
the workers, who would have swung around in favour
of the war, But ell this persecution aroused in
them feelings of party loyalty.s«.Thus the antie
Fagi working c¢lass, which might aongeivably have
remained snti~Nesi in gpita of the Stalin«Hitler
pact, became pacifist, _
However, in time of war sll democrasies ‘have hed to
curtall individual liberties %o some extent, and it 1s ime
possible to kaew_wh&thar the anti«Communist laws actually

sided or hindersed France in the war, It should be remem

IMacty, op, oits, Pe 88,
2de Rledmatten, Op. olte, ps 91,

5a1lexander Werth, The g§%11§ht of Fpance, (New York &
London: Harper & Bro%harl, ¥ D» 533~
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bered thet these French Communists were consistently upholde

- ing h'gevorﬂmsnt that wes allied tn'aurmnny; with iham~?rdna

was at war.

Quite naturally, the Gemmunist/dqﬁutias believed that

they had been unjustly perééeuteﬂ, 20 -they issued & leaflet

which vreviewed their case snd péevaé to their satisfastion

their innocence. This publicetion oonoluded with the usual

‘denunciation of the Soeislist lesders,

s
£
1
H

o~

who are nothing more then lackegp of the sapitale
f1sts and who think thay are insnlting ue when they
sall us "Btalinites,"

Thanks to Lenin and Etalia Comnanism is no
Izn%ur a speotre but & roality en one-sixth of the
Bi0Day .

. The Impariulist war having broken: eut the
UsB.8:R, has sucoeaded in 1imiting the world cerns .
age by liberating thirteen million Hyelorussians and
Ukrainians &+ 1t has esteablished friandly relations
with the. Bﬁltis Btates,

Yas we regard the building of &oeilliam in
the U.S.é.ﬁ. a8 the first set of the world revolu.
tion which will deliver the peoples from apprensian
and war,

' ?arwaydyee QOmmuninm.a'

ggﬁ "Real War" and ﬁggisticn Pariod

The Communist pr@pnganda 414 not chenge when the agw

tual fighting begsn in April and May of 1940, It was still

1Ka$ty, OP« ﬂ_i_t*'t ', PP 124~188,
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ﬂataatiat and it 8till blemed the British and Frensh Governe
aentl as the sggressors, '

 The May 1, 1940 manifesto of the Gemmnnist Internetionsl
raaé: |

In respenao to the brutal vtalatian by England
and France of the neutrality of the Scendinsvian

countries, Germany was Torced to eutor Denmark and
Norway.

The British and Fprench waromangera are furious

that the Soviet Union remains neutral 1n an Imperinl- :
:¥-1 wnrg

And the elanéottino ggggnige, an May 15, 1949, pube
14shed this item:

: ﬂhen two gangsters tlght one another, honesb
- men do ot have to ald the one of them, under the
prutext that the bthar haz hit him &n 11105&1 blow,

Bayu#mr, on Junse a,-xﬁée the French Joumunists sent
a lasteminute proposal to the Govermment, urging the
“defense of Parins o |

The éammnnint Party considers 1t treasonaua to
abandeon Peris $o the Faascist inveders, It coneiders
an ite first national duty the organisation of its
def.nns: For this 1%&13 nososatryt‘

- ro tranatanm the sharsoter of the war,
making it a national way for libverty and 1n~-
dependense; -

To rres the deputies and Gemmunist milie
tants fram 1mprinenmont and internment;

....Ga srm the paopla and to maka Paris an

>/
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 impregnabls fartreug;l

What is ﬁhs oxplahatian of this patriotie gesture just
béfara the fall of Paris? Perhaps the ¢lue is provided by‘
the tgat'that this call for the defense of Paris wasn't
1sau§d nnt11,zuna 6 and that the demand was slso for the
,Gammnnintnf ralqnae‘aﬁd the arming of the oitizems, In
the eénfﬁnien‘arfs.rsﬁﬁgéﬁiug.army the Communists aareﬁe
only §rgaﬁi£adfgréuy ﬁny'have-hepaﬂ to direct the armed
oitizens in & rovalutionary soup which would bring the Com
munists to pewnrc
| the Frnnah aemﬁnnistn 1#uned two daelaratiena in July
whioh seem to indianﬁa thet thoy were 8till hopeful of oome
~193 0 powsr, ) |

On July 4, 1940 ) Bumand {at11l alaaaeatine) wrotes

It is. aaeansarz thet Prance havo 8 government
asomposed of suitable, honest men, who have struggled
-ageinst the wer, have not bheen utenahod to the caple
talists and hnve given proef of their attachment to
the eanae of tho peoples : ,

on 3ﬁ1¥ 19, Jaaqnoa Duelen and Maupioe Thorez made am
”Appoal to the ?éapla T ’

Our eount

, kneva now the consequences of
:ifzt:f*‘;i’:;@ﬁi;;%"W"%ﬁ:%s AT H B

_lﬁaeﬂz, wg& eu., pe 289,
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ooeupa bion, _

. Nevey will a grést sople itke ours be fne
slaved, and if this people knew how to show its
disapprovad.of seeing Franoce shained to the British
Imperialist eart, it will Imow how to signify to
the preasent group in powsr, its desire to be frae.

wha 1e able to restore Franenv

- Iﬁ is only the working elass guided by the
Communist Party !hieh 1s able to establish the re= .
birth of Frsnaa. B

_ Bnrins;ﬁha-ddbqtca in the French Constituent aisémhly ‘

-in 19468, the Communists questiomed the right of.aargala'e¢ﬂ

.elcébad Geputiea to tako'thaix seats ﬁoaauao thay rbgarde

these deputies as ”aollabaratianiata” during the war, oanv

~ﬁ;fpr these deputien was Fvedoriek Dupont and in aaranding'himn

self, he oaunter-attaeked by aasertins that "five daya bow
Fore the unmistiea the Frenah eaﬁmuniata wers nagotiating
vith the Germans to have 1Y g

fg;;n;t?.appoar again.
nara ave exosrpts from the letter which the Gammnnu 
ists sre allesed to have sent te a Gérmen offieial ubout
their pﬂbllaationx
- We sk, therefors, suthorisatiom to pubdblish
umanlite under the form in which it sppeared to
sders before the suspenslon by Daladier,

n"tg publiehed by us, would fﬁilﬂ’w? ‘ _

Gomplete text om ppe 97-100,
April 16, 1946, p. 2693,

geyrat, %gi-att;
Qabgggg offielel,
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/paiiny of Buropesn pacifisation and would defond the
conoluaion of a Franso«Soviet friendship peet that . .
would complemont the German~3oviet pesot and thus .
oreate oonditions for a durabla pence. : , ‘
(81gnod} fresns Msurice, caﬁelosa
Jean, and Robert Foisain
Thia qﬁestion of the Qammunist negoblations about |
1'Humani te was broached again enfnéeambgr 8, 1947 in the
Assembly by Deputy Pierre de Chevigne, He stated that
¥me; Ginollin (who became & deputy after tholwnr) wag
snother Communist who hed approached the Germans on June 21,
1940, and he quoted the offielel government record of her
testimony when she was nrrautod on June 24 by Frenah polise,

~ In it she teseifieax

I war received by Lt. Websr to whom I exe
plained our plan t0 have 1'Humanite appear regus
lariyes oo answered that ™ in pPineiple nothing
opposed such & publications IU wem understoed
that all the articles were to be first subjeoted
to the senporahip of the Gammnndaﬂts

The Fhaagh,palleo commissioner found her guillty of
infractions of §h051939 dearees which dissolved the Gommuns
1t Party and which nuapandad Gonmuni et pub&ieatiana, 80
‘Mme . ﬁinallin was jailadi

Howsver, several days later the direstor of the
Poﬁityéaequﬁﬁﬁé priaen»(whwrn Mme. Ginellin wae hgid) sent

ey N U I A

14p Riedmatben, opi olty, pp. 96«97,
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8 letter to tha Attarneyaﬁeneral of the oourd of appeal
. of Parie, The lettop regde;

I have thea honor to inform you ﬁhst‘in,tha-
course of 8 visit of the Gormen authorities
yesterday June 25, in the Rogquette prison, Ene
following prisoners were freed dy the order of
Prs Fritz, high couneilor for the chief of the
supeyrior éarmaa:admiuistrntian at the Ghamber of
Depubless ‘ ;-

Reydt Eglantine Denlsr, Mme, Ginollin,.eto,

* Nevertheless, the final suthortzstion to publish

1'Humsnitecwae ﬁaver obtained by the Gaamwﬁisﬁa.

Another event ﬁhieh the eammuninta 1iko to oite now
1z the one mentioned by Etienns Pajen in the Constulent
Assembly on July 5,_1946; He doelaraay

On June 19 19840 tha Communistse Joan Duoles

Bardette, and Cuffret ssked to be sent into combat?

Howeyer, Fajon didn't mention that hess Communists
were im prison and that June 10 was the period whEnAThorea
waa-&omaﬁaing arms for the messes »e possibly for‘refelutimm

Fraternization with the German soldlers was urged by"
the French Communiats for s time, The clsndestine ‘;‘Hma‘-n&taa -
of July 4, 1940 wrotes | | o

3dburgu% es@&eﬁua, Des, 9, 1047, ppr 5560463,
B1vi4, July 6, 1948, p. 2621,
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It is particularly comforting im these unhappy
. ¥imes o ses pumerous Parisien workers conversing
anidsebly with the German soldiers in the astreet and
the biatrot, Bravo, oomrsdes, ognt&nno even if this
does not please the bourgeoisle,

Beptember 1940 Lo June 1941

A Frenoh historian has recently argued:

Wheh the Gaﬁmunine Party sew itself aa the only
organized surviver of the 1940 dedbamole, it made e bid
for the direect leadership of the nstion, relying on
Soviet support and ite own mipength te neutralize
the vistors, By the sutumn of 1640 this hops had
failed, the Party retired into desper 1llegslity and;
tended more and more towa:ﬂ-bolligaroﬂnx in the war,”

o ‘V - B ’ P ;/ ‘

This statement thst the Frepsh Oommunists dropped thely
attempts et leadership and bessme mere belligerent in the
sutusn of 1940 seems to be contradigted by considerable
ovidende throughout the winter of 1940 « 1941,

In September 1940 an 1llieit ilesue of 1'HﬂmanL§9 88«

serted:

But more and more pecple of Franee undere
stand that there is only one republie possible :
in our country, the French Republie of the Soviets,
whioh will give meén bread, peece, 11berty;5 -

dceyrat, gp, sitss pe 109,
g&. Rosei, op. cit., p. 288.
G‘:ﬂ’it;_g&u 2its, pe 101,
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Amethar Conmuniat jearnal, Jeunesse de Franae, alau

Publisha& in September wratn:

“Phig war 1s not ours, It i8 an imperialist wav.,

Wa have never belleved that the existence of a
strong regime in CGermany hesd teo aecnatitute an obstascle
between Prance snd Germeny, We proclaim without reti.
sente that 1f we had dirested the destingds of Franee
in June 1940, az the Bolsheviks directed the destinies
of Russis in 1018, we would have ended the war, we
would have gigneﬂ the peaac as the Bolsheviks signed
it in 19131 g A

And in @ 'nittnr to the Communists of the Kerth Suburd?
‘ 1n uevumagr 19&0:

| The Qommunists, the workers, the. pensanﬁs, the
true Prenchmen do not have to choosse between a Petin
and a de Gsulle, between s Lavsl snd e Churshill, bes
tuqea one 1m@oriulium end. unethnr Amperialfim, -

The right road is the one that the Rusaisn '
- workers followed 1in 1917;;;:?&9»20513# of the Soviets
_ i3 ‘alone oapable of giving the people breasd and 1ib«
‘ erty in security and pesasi -

' On' December 19, 1940 Franceis mnmi, one of the ime
pﬁiannad Communist dﬁppgﬁéﬁ, wrote a letter to Marshal
~ Petaln, The essenég‘a{ thie long text conocerned the faot
r;that tha»@umwﬁnisea, jho had staaaily‘dkneunead'bath.thu
- wer and the men like 901adier who led 1%, ought to be fresd
ana r»inltaﬁcd 15 pnblie 14fs beamusie s naw end antiaﬁnlnﬂdnr

Ztheuvre, 22& ei 00 P BGe
33033‘-%, __g“ ivjtf P+ :uas.
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.government hed come to pewer end the war wes over, Billoux
~also asked that while walting for this just step to be taken
~ he might receive food parcsls at the prison and his wife end
child might vislt him, In order to dencunce Daladier and
his Govermment, "who are truly responsible for the war," he
offered to testify ss s witness ageinst Daladier, Blum, and
‘the rest in Viehy's Riom trial, Aand Billoux concluded,
"Kindly socept the essurence of my high éa%cqm.”l

During the debates in the Assembly on Deatmbariai, 1947,
one of the deputles scoused Bllloux, with an oxcarpt'féan
this letter, of a subservience te Petain, | ‘

I wrote Petein, {snswered Billoux) not to ask

- for my freedom, but on the sontrary, I proved that

I d1d not oringe before him by indiceting thet I

did not ask for my frevdem, 1 demanded of Petasin

that 1 be allowed to go to the Riom Trisl inm order

- to indicate those responsible for thgawur,-maaning

thers, Pebein, Laval, and the others.

One must have m very setive imeginstion besides an
ability to pess over certain passages, in order te arrive
8t the same interpretation of this 1940 letter whisch Billoux
offered in 1047, -

Thers 1s one pilece of evidence that has been used to

show thst the Communists were im the resistance movement

1ﬁ¢yrat,,gg&,qi§!¢ Pe 106108, :
2Journa) 0ffigiel, Des, 22, 1947, pp. 602046021,




- against Hitler as early as ehé w&ater of 19840, Marcel ™
'Rosenblatt, an-Alsétienleammnnint, later testified that the
"gommunist perty from December 1940 distributed 1llegel
tracta to promote an uprising against the ssnexation ef
Ahuﬁ%wﬂmﬂlItmwmbynmwww,mw@,mw
the Communists haé been ﬁrging tha-indepﬁnaﬂpee ﬁovament
in Alsase«Lorraine sgainst Franse in the tiantios, 80 this
wes hardly evidense af‘acmaanist éarﬁidipaﬁia& in French
resistance sations in 1940, '

The slandastine I'Eumanito of March 18, 1941 uaid:

The movement of de Gaulle snd Lerminat, fundae
mentally resctionary end anti-demoeratiec, aima also

at nothing ether then depriving our eogntry of all

11berty in enaa of an English viatery,

The cosl minqrs of northern Franee participebuﬂ in
strikna in Mey 1941. and pines the summer of 1941 the Comw
munists have elaimed to have organized thouse strikes, Howe
ever, there seems to be no evidence et that time which would
point te Communist instigation of these strikes. BSo it 1s
probsble thst the diners struek over local grisvances and
that the agmmﬁ§1a$a leter claimed this inoidence as one of
their anti~Nagi aotions before June 1941,

3 zournsl rr1e§ 1, Des, 12, 1047, pe 5701,

%4e Riodmattem, op, oits, s 98,
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~ During the lest part of May the U,8.8:R, end Germeny
were finding it inoreasingly d1fficult to remein on friendly
termé. tn Franee in this seme period the Communists began

1nunahing'an nppoai for a “nthenal Frent“ ageinst the
mudena But perhapm indicative that this serly move was
only & reflection eof the Mosoow situation is the feet that
this appsal mede no astusl statemint soncerning German-
Soviet rglatiénn,nnd 1t sontirued to abuse de Gaulle and
Br4 thdns
: Bortain Frenchmen who sufrur by sesing our
sountry aeppressed by the inveder wrongly plese
"~ their hopes inm the de Uaulle movement, To these
compatriots we ssy that it is not baeking suoh
. & novement of resetion and solonialism in the
imperielist British imege ihat the umnity of the
Fretich nab1¢§ ter hhs nsﬁ&aﬁal 11ba?aeiaa osn
be raalisud
Atter'éunc,sz,lhaw§§an,—@hﬂ Frcaeh'apmmuniitu-gnhered
into the anti~@erman resistence with the zeal eharasteristie
 of Gounaniat aanpazgns_anﬂ from thet period they have a

patriotic peserd to whioch they eenstantly refer today,

lgeyrat, ops oits, P 126,
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OHAPTER IV | \<
I .‘.

THE PROS AND CONB OF THE ”BELﬁ@A%& ?ﬁg;am"
: ‘\ - \

The Frenoh Communists today oiai&fthat aurins\tho peris-
od of the Kazz‘saviat Paot they follew¢d 8 paliag hith ooNe
‘8istent end correot for France, In reﬁﬁ, u;¥via& ?hgglg

in his repors to the Party Congress a!TJnne 1948, 'gaqaiqud;

l\
\

We alone of the Fpaneh partioh are pbla o talke
up agein word for word our speseches, our writings,
our resolutions, And our acts have slways confay
to our words, For the ﬁaaTwa$ntn uty whﬁt thﬂy o
and they do what they 80y

1ot

With the preaeains shapter ae & rd?ﬁual baakgrennd,ﬁ
f;unilﬁ garty*a poliey

us try to daazéa whathor tha French ¢

in this per&ud was consistent, whether }t uetuagiy aimed at
the welfsre of Frange, and whether the ﬂungirie‘etnga whigh
the Commmunists give for it ars valid, ‘%
In the first plase, the 1noean1aten§y of th: Party

1ine is obvious, The number of shooks tq which the Perty
'haa to aéapt 1tself, espesially in 8aptquer lﬁaa,;y;; harde«
1y sondusive to a consistent poliay. whéia:1;a>§'b ‘
contradiotion after Ostober 1 of the pro.war stateHPRYS
which the Pavty made up to September 19, with the interval

provey

3Theroz,'gg& git., D» 304,
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evidently required ss a perioed of raorsaniaatioag The dee
Poatism whioh the French Communists practiced throughout the
winter of 1939 and the spring of 1940 was abruptly reverssd
in s sudden "patriotic demand" for the datbﬁ;e of Paris in
June 1040, Hewever, the Communist sotions immediately fola
1auing'th1. fsall S0 arm the oltizens® point to the péo&
pability thet the defeatism had been dropped only when the
situation sesmed such that the Commnists might heve used
1t to gain strength in France, Puring the remeinder of
1940 eand the early half of 1841, the Party continued 1ts
defeatism in regard torthe ﬂn&m@ncﬁritinh eenrlietj;nd aonw
timued to place the war guilt on the British and French
Governments, Only during the memth before the Gormga ine
vasion of Russia did the Freneh Communists star£ in the
direstion of an antli«German reslistence mévamank; and we |
- now know thet Nasi-Soviet relations were definitely orack.
mg by \tha't time, On June 22, 1941 the French Commmists
drepped defeatism sompletely and embraced all graups; inw
eluding de Gaulle's and tha'ﬁritiah; which would aid in the
defeat of Qermany, Therefore, this period Qeegn only to
add to the evidencs thst demonstrates that Communist Perties
olosely fellow the Mossow 1line snd aaasaﬁutntly often eppesr
to have iaaanaiaﬁent pélia&as: |

However, besmuse the Party's line wes inconsistent, 1%

does not necessarily follow thet this polioy was hurting
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Franoce, Whan Hauriees ?hééﬁs expleined the ?srtyfn aopeqmbar
1939 aatxans, he ¢harged thet the aammnaia%u suppark.d thn |
war at firat, bud that the Government let aqwunny orasy
Poland withcut a struggle by the Frenech, 8o when Polaad |
was lest, the Guwmnaiata ssw no resson to continue tho -nra
It 18 trua thet Franoe might have helped Pﬁland 1! ahe had
.atﬁaag?é Qormany!a Fukf-region immedistely, but now ﬁhat uu
kauw that the 86‘@!& ksd planned to grad the eaaﬁarnwhair
of ?eland ue early as &ﬁgua% 825, 1t seems Smprobqblq-thag»
Prance ocould havs saved the Polish State aven if she hed
struck at Germenys Unless, of oourae; the u.sgs.n, might
'hjvé dropped her partioning plens il France had ofragtivéxr‘
ahanéagm Germanys We shall never kmow the ,amﬂrtto,lﬁhn
"nistorical if." |

-When the G#mmnnisﬁa review the sort of’pescy terms
whioh Hitler always demanded, it 1s asfficult te unders
stand they osn still ¢laim thet their dbfugtilm was the
wisest course in 1939 snd 1940, Somshow, 1t seems that
if the ﬂémmnhtjﬁuvhad.appiiae.ﬁh@irﬁcaﬁrsiel'tawhralétimu-
lating the prosecution of the war as enthusiastlcelly as
they &16 ﬁoiﬁrd»ﬁurbctingvietukthqa erucial yanr;'tha,
finsl showdown with Germeny might have been aocomplished
mioh sooner thaﬂ7§945; _¥o one will deny that the French
Govermment during this peried had definita railings and
wesinesses, but tie methed of. datutim which the cmausu '
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shose brausht no aid to the Franﬁﬁ gitustion and eﬁly soaen«
suated and prnVaknd 5rnvor gavtrnmaneal orrors,

?hs 3untif1aatiana which ehu French eummnaistt make for
: the SQvtet 11na (anﬂ aenanuontly bhsir eua) éuring thaae

years are base& on a row patchuorkafaeﬁa, For inatnnen,

. they argnq that the alliou deliberately lett ‘the Saviak

2lone 8o that’ Eitles weald Attan hsr»and bnsidcu, that Briiv
ain and Prance aetivtls proparqd to attaek Rulain thamnelvua}-'
whsaa are arrcvvd a9 tho reasona for Runaiaaoaaeoptaaac
ef'tha Gﬂrman-Saviot pact, Hawtver, Thaﬁns,_wha qnetan
naladitr?a»sts%@m@nt.abaus braqps'in réad&ngus-to be sant»
usainatARﬁnuié thgaush Finland, ., .end Syriqﬁs in order to
_.prnvurtha“faregeing pe%ﬁt;railod to mantieﬁrthat these
ellled préparatiana oaourrud-leng after the Garman¢ﬁ§v1§t
:'pnet. ané, in ract, worn parsly a result of 1t, | |
 Thores oited An@;a Pierrels book; stelin ﬂgpinst ”ﬁgler
to retuho tha ”1nramaaa alnnder” that ﬁuasla helpad perti~

19: Paland:

It wae only when mest of the Poliah ministers
ard generals had taken refuge in Rumeénis, when the
Polish Btate had: prnatiaaily cesned to axist, that
the Red Army enter.ﬂ Paland§ .

‘gm“iﬁ; + Pe 284,
51bid.
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But Thoresz must have forgotten thet the wheis world
imows that the Us5.5.R. had sgreed &aﬂpﬂrﬁiﬁ;oa Poland ukl
early ai'Angnit 23, when the GermgﬁﬂSGVAGh pact was Di&ﬁﬁéﬁ
o -whb"eaﬁﬁﬁniat§ a1qo uaueﬁt that tha‘rugre§eh§u7whiﬁh
' thq'vrandh Government hurled at them sbout their follewing
the Soviet lind-in.Saptsnbar 1930 were only & preteit.
Aotuslly, mooording to these Oommunists, they have proef
that the Govermment had plannéﬁlsinaé Jaly 193& to persecute
't&ém¢" Their evidencs 4is & quotation from the Government’s
'Yéllow‘aeok'and 1s a phrese in the minmutes reaerdod‘by.
'ﬁaurgs Bonnet on his aenversation with Graf von Welsetk,
Germun Ambassador in ?ar&;, on 5&1# 1, 1930 :

sauldxégiﬁgziy1;a;g;§:ttgsﬁ£:§:;;;2°;a§¥::é§‘

-movement in support of the Govermment; elections

would be suspended, publis meetings bapned, all

atgomptn’gt_fqyeign prepagnnda_raprauind, end the

Oommunists brought to their senses..,

~ This gv&ﬂinal‘mnak'ha wa&shéd toié&terminé itiitgue

?t}ﬂ@€ In the first plqaa; ai%hnggh Bonnet was thﬁ Féroign
Minister at that time, he wes not the ééwmmnt@nd there«
fore & statement of hi@ would not neeéasarliy rapfsione_tho
‘opinion of the whole ésabinet, It is generally recognized
that Bonnet was in faver of e Franco«Germsn unaafntnnding
and thaet hg was very snti.Communist so this remefk'aoemn

1uarty, ops oits, pe 112,
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in oharaeter; howsver, 1t should be moted that the Cemmwnists
never Quata‘thn vhole eonv:rautién bﬁﬁweon~Bennas and von
Welseak and 4t 48 pomsible that the eampxqtc ﬁaxt might
give a different interpretatilon, Thararero, this avidunan
does not seem sdequate for the Cemmunists' serious sesupas
tion, a .

_On the whole, the evidence which the Communists aite
o justify the Communist iine from 1930 te 1941 is very
feadle, bat-1='15“$b1iﬁun that there iaat be manf Communlsts
who are intelligent enough to reach this seme sonalueien 1 § 4
they are pressed ﬁa defend these justifications, Thﬁa we
mnst'raaesniza that the basio premise from which Communipts
work is ome of faith «« e belief that Gmuaim will banefit
all peeple (end thnrafaro, Franea) and thet the Sovist Unien
r'mnnt be preserved as the pretestor of Communlet 1deology.
Se Communist leaders Qnaaps any poliey no maetGQ'hev Gonw
trediatory 4t might sppear to be (to the nonaﬂaﬁmanist)
to the best intersats of France, 1f it aldas in the preaarvn»
tion of the VaBeBaRa



CHAPTER V
COROLUBION

The French Jommunists do not demy that they puraﬁé e
course similar to that of the B,S.Sgng;-an& yot they re=
peatedly effirm that this pelioy is mever disloyal to. Pranae
‘bessuse the interests of the Soviet Union and of thésﬁzpngh7
peop&o are the same, o

They justify their actieﬁa and these of the aevlok
Union (with,evidonap which, upon objesctive serutiny, 1e
only psrtisl and half-true) becsuss the finsl result was
vigtory., The thgﬁaiata subordinate §he pariaﬂ_frem_lgaﬂ
ﬁéiieéi‘ﬁa %hat‘gaa-tfem 1941 to 1945, bessuse the policles

 _ of the latter period brought suocess, After all, today

the Soviet Union 13'930 of the worlid's two graa%ast:powarl
~and the Prench Gammaniata are "heroes of the aosiatanea”

’“$%nnu91ae ?her&s, in aommenting on Qﬁe riani aotion byw@hﬂ

seviet ﬂaien which addad in the alliled viatary, sould not
, anﬁorntand haw some meu could eritisize the ﬁ.SaB Ry now,
and aakaﬂ, ?whero would Franoe be, where would ‘the world

_be without the Soviet Untont" ﬁ

Lrnoves, opy oits, pe 286,
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But he failed to reslize that later Qaamaaii% aotions
sguinst the fasoist power, no matter how importsat, do not
Justify that period when the Communists gave at least pess

wwrgive assistence o Gormanj by assuring Hisler that Wis
oast@rn borders would not e throasohad whiltes ke stteeked
the west, Fate iéa with Gho;cammunices 10 the last wap;
~ beaauss thelir widely-sontrsdictory veoiliations sadoé en. 
the winning sidej but it is éaﬂgarau:'te changs one’s stande
agﬁs and one's mathéda too vedically, evem for en objestive
ons considers valuable,

A wise man auéo said,

If a msn usesn foul maaﬁs to gain an ené; ne

matter how laudible, he usuelly loses sight of thaﬁ
end on the ways ‘
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