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PREFACE

This study endeavors to show the part played in Ore-
gon during the years 1851-1913 by 4Asshel Bush, pioneer edi-
tor, politician, and banker.

The writer has made use of the plentiful source
material availeble for the territorial period. The cor-
regpondence which the editor of the Statesman carried on
with ﬁany men in Oregon has been fairly well preserved.
Contemporary newspapers, particulsrly the Oregonisn and the
Argus, supplement the information mbout the political life,
sconomic interests, and various activities glesned from the
Statesman. The papers of the territorisl government give
much reliable informetion. These are available for study
in the Oregon Historical Librery, Portland, Oregon.

Appreciation is due the Bush family in Salem, per-
ticularly Mr. A. N. Bush, whose interest and help have made
the task more interesting. His kindness in making avail-
able his father's letters and the file of the 3tatesman

(1851-1863) has been inestimable. A4 word of thanks should



ii

be expressed to those members of the bamnk who so cheerfully
assisted by providing & place to study.

Acknowledgment should be given Dr. R. C. Clark for
his suggestions and assistance. Not least is the thanks
due Miss Nellie B. Pipes, Librarisn of the Oregon Historiecal

Library.



CHAPTER I
EARLY LIFE

Today s one enters the imposing Ladd snd Bush bank
in Salem, Oregon, his attention is ususzlly draswn to the
portrait in the fireplace room. 1 The stately countenance
that looks down is that of the founder of Salem's chief
financial institution; few realisze that as & young man he
lsid the foundation of the Democratic party inm Oregon. If
he had not made a fortunme in later years, he would still
be remembered for his political aotivitiea.a

Apahel Bush was born in Westfield, Massachusetts,

June 4, 1824.%

Little is known about his boyhood and early
years, since he refused to write or dictate an autobiography.
When friends broached the subject to him, he said that he
believed an sutoblography would be of little interest to

the public, and he could not be induced to consider such a

l. This portrait was done by Webster from Chicago, I1ll-
inois. Coumversation with 4. N. Bush, Spring 1939.

2. Oregon Weekly Times, May B, 1858,
3. Ladd end Bush Quarterly, (April 1914) p. 16.




prcpuaition.l

He sprang from Welsh people who came to Americe in
1630. They settled near Westfield, Mmssachusetts, after
having lived in Southwick, Connecticut, close to the Massa-
chusetts line for some twenty yeara.2 Most of his people
pursued agricultural interests, Aaronm Bush, his grandfather,
and Asahel Bush, Senior, being farmers as well as three of
his brothers. His particular bent towards politics seems
to have been somewhat of & family trait since his father
was 8 selectman of his town and a representative of the
Massachusetts state lagislatura.3

To Asahel Bush and S8ally lobel, parents of the Ore-
gon pioneer, were born six children, Asshel being the fifth
child.4

Agehel attended the public aschool in Westfield where

l. Senator Chamberlain, Oregon Journal, December 23, 1913,
Ps 1, col. 6.

2. OCooversation with A. N. Bush, Spring 1939.

3. Joseph Gaston, Centennial History of Oregon, II; (Chi-
cago: The 3. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1912), p. éé?.

4. The children were Mary, the eldest who married Tom
Kneil, a man interested in politics; Pamela, the wife of
Ephraim Craig, who accumilated a comfortable amount of money;
Luke, a farmer who spent his life on the edge of Westfield;
Seth, another thrifty farmer; Edmund, the only member of the
family who made the trip west and who died soon after his
brother had brought him out to Oregon. Conversation with
4. N. Bush, Spring 1939.



he apparently mastered his rudimentary knowledge inm & satis-
factory fashion, since his skill in spelling and composition
was superior to that of most of his auntamporariea.l Attend-
ance at the Westfield Acsdemy completed his formal education.
When he was fifteen, the death of his father made further
education impossible. Soon after this, he went to Saratoga
Springs, New York, where he served &s an apprentice for near-

ly three years in the Sarstoga Sentinel office. After serv-

ing his apprenticeship for the traede of printer, he went to
Albany where he worked for a few months in the state print-
ing office.? Perhaps it was here that he discovered that
public printing might be mads guite lucrative; at any rate
he received valuable experience for his printing caresr in
Oregon. MNext he went to Clevelsnd, Ohio, at which town he
worked as & printer for nesrly =a srea.'r.s He returned to West-

field in 1846, where he edited the Westfield Standsrd?

;. Bush to Deady, December 25, 1862.

2. BR. 0. Clark, History of the Willamette, III (bio-
graphical), p. 44.

&. The Ladd and Bush Quarterly does not follow the same
order as the histo;ians. 914

4. Volume of this paper is in the possession of
A. N. Bush.




January 24, 1849, to July 3, 1850, studied law under Wil-
liam Blair and Patrick Eoise,l and served as town clerk.
In Mey of that year he was admitted to the Bar.

It wes in 1860 that Samuel R. Thurston, Oregon's
delegate to Congress first met Asshel Buah.a Thurston de-
oided his political fortumes could be best promoted by e
newspaper. Accordingly while he was in the Zast, in 1850,
he made srrangements with two men, Bussell and Stockwell,
to purchase a press for him and to ship it to 0regon.5
They were to be the mechanical partners.

While Thurston wes visitiung his wife's people in
Chicopese, l.f[.ﬁ\aaacI:luslaﬁ:s,“I he heard of an enterprisiung and
promising young editor named Asshel Bush. In waahington,
that same year Thurston and Bush came to an understanding
about the future democratic paper. The exact basis of the
transsction was not definitely settled. Stockwell and

Russel were sent to Oregon end William Blain, editor of

1, Uncle of R. P. Boise, who came to Oregon and was a
well known jurist.

2. Diary of Semuel Royal Thurston, Oregon Historieal
Quarterly, XV (Sept. 1914?.

3. Original sgreement mey be seen in the Oregon His-
torical Library.

4., Hence references to Bush a&s "Chick! Breakspear-
Melodrams entitled Treason, Stratagems, snd Spoils (by
W. L. Adams, published in the Oregonian, 1862.) Deady to
Nesmith, April 12, 165b6:
"Now glory to the Salem Clique by whom his honor died
igd gigry“tc our Seribbling 'Chick' whose goose quill pierc-
8 8 8,




the Spectator had some sort of* interest in the projeat.l

Although Blain soon so0ld his interest in the Statssman he
geemed interested in its success, as he obtained subscrib-
ers for the paper after he settled in Union Point. Bush's
aggressive personality was shown in his demands on Thur-
ston.a_He desired eventusl ownership and full countrel of
the editorial policy. Subsequent controversy with Russell
shows the wisdom of this demsnd. On December 1850, Rus-
8ell turned over his share to Bush. It was oot long be-

fore Eush was master of the Statesman.

1. Ladd snd Bush Quarterly, April 1915, p. 13.

2. Oswald West, The Politios and Politicisns of Early
Oregon, (Unpublished paper prepared for Reed College his-
tory oclass).




CHAPTER II
POLITICAL LEADER

Asahel Bush left Magsachusetts in July, 1850, embark-
ing on the Empire City for Aspinwall. His Journey across
the isthmus was by a boat poled up the Chagres River and by
riding a mule over the mountains. He reembarked on the
Panama and arrived in San Frencisco where he remsined a
short time. He then continued his Journey to Astoria, at
which point he took a smaller boat up the Columbia, arriv-
ing at Portland and later at Oregonm City, his destipatiom,
in September 30, 1850.1

In sccordance with his understanding with Thurston,
as soon as he arrived, he went about setting the stasge for
the establishment of the democratic paper—the Stgtasman.
He oarried letters of introduction to the leading Democrats
of the Territory—such as the following:

"The bearer is Asashel Bush who comes to
make Oregon his home. He is a gentleman of

high integrity snd of the first order of a-
bility. He is competitent to carry out with

1. Joseph Gaston, The Centennial History of Oregom,
(Chicego: The 5. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1912; p. 267.




great success the obJect he has in view in

Oregon. He would be obliged to you for let-

ters of introduction to other gentlemen in

Oregon. ZPlease lend him your eid, and

patronize his enterprise.”

He maintained a life long friendship with some of
the Democrats that he met on his arrival in Oregon City;
one of these was M. P, Deady with whom he lived during his
first yesr in Oregon. PFrom most of these men he secured
advance subscriptiouns and many of them solicited subscribers
to his paper. How well he carried out Thurston's instruc-
tions is shown by the fact that he was elected clerk of the
Legislative Assembly, December 2, 1B50, snd served until
their adjournment the following February. Many were the re-
marks of jealousy evoked by this action. "A stranger" had
been chosen clerk and scon to their consternation the
atranger had had himself chosen territorial printer.z To
make matters worse the printing right had been granted with-
out the printer's press being in 0r850n-3 For a young msn
to have acocomplished so much in a few months, presages his

political influence in the following years.

As long as the 3pectator was the only paper in Oregon

1, Letter to Alfant, Driggs, Burkhart, et. al. (ell from
Linn County) from 8. R. Thurston, July 28, 1850.

2. BSpeotator, February 20, 18561.
3. 0Oswald Wesat, op. cit., p. 5.



it did what public printing was needed.t With the arrival

of the Oregonisn, Star and Statesmsn, competition developed,

but Bush, quick to see the advantage that would come to hisas
paper, menaged to get the work by having the office of ter-
ritorial printer created and himself appointed to thet posi-
tion. Thus it is evident that from the first issue of the

?tatesm&n there was to be war amoung the various papers in

the Oregon Territory.

The new territorial printer was kept in a state of
smbarrasamsﬁt and conoern over the long delay im the arriv-
al of his printing press. He expected when he left the
Eaat, that upon his arrival in Oregon, the press would be
get up and ready for use, since Russell and Stoakwsil had
preceded him for that purpose. When he arrived in Oregon
City, he learned that the press had never left New York.
He heard rumors that other papers might be started befcre
his own. No ship left Oregon but carried a letter from
Bush to Thurston. The following excerpt of onse of Bush's
letters will give an idea of Buah}a concern: :

"If you knew how matters stood here, you
would not suffer this delay. You would get
that press here somehow if you had to start

it across the Isthmus. Every day or two the
report that it is sbandoned snd is not coming

1. Ibiﬂ.o' P 6.



is started and finds more or less believers;
that it is not to be a Demoeratic paper in
the true sense of the word, but merely =&
Thurston Eaper, ete., ete. to the end of the

chapter."”
Men unfriendly to Thurston mede use of his reported
ownership of the paper to discredit the enterprise. Bush

hed been warned to deny that Thurston waa connected with

the paper.8

The 8pectstor carried an apnouncement of the launch-
ing of the Statesman several weeks before it mentioned the
Oregonian, but much to Bush's chagrin the first issue of the
Oregonian came out December 4, 18560. T. J. Dryer, its edi-
tor, was known to have sympathy with the Whigs and in his
early issues cest sspersions on Bush snd his coming venture,
Bush wrote Thurston as follows:

"I hope you will write to your friemds all

about the territory by return mail to do all

they can for the Statesmen. It will start un-

der very unfavorable suspices. Everybody is

80 impatient and there is so much competition.

The territory is getting full of papers and

gome of them must die; I prediet that in less

two years from this time printing establishment
can be bought cheaper in Oregon than New York."

1. Asshel Bush to 3. R. Thurston, November 19, 1850.

2. S. R. Thurston to Asebel Bugh, January 27, 1861, "In
your first pumber, in & dignified manner, state that I have
no control or influence whatever over the paper, snd that I
will be no further a supporter tham any other good Demoorat."

3. Asshel Bush to 3. R. Thurston, December 20, 18E0.
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When the first issue of the 3tatesman came out, Bush

took the opportunity of returning some of the attacks mzde.

He wrote:

"The Oregonian, Star, and Spectator recently
worked themselves into a rage because the Legis-
lative Assembly saw fit, before its adjournment,
to provide for the election of and to elect a
Territorial Printer, instead of TFarming out the
public printing among disinterested publishers of
these sheets. Each boldly asserts that it is com-
petent to do the work, when any practical printer
living could tell them that all combined would be
utterly incompetent to execute it, or even make &
decent commencement. The Oregonian office is pro-
vided only with a rude wooden "ramage press" used
in the early days of printing but superceded and
discarded nearly helf a century ago, and a few
cases of condemned and worn out type. Yet the
editor unblushingly asserts that his establishment
is fully compstent to print the laws of the Terri-
tory, when he knows, if he knows anything about
the business, that he can't print a two-penny traet
80 that his youngest apprentice would be unashamed
to distribute 1t."

When Dryer complained about Bush's language, the

Statesman replied:

"The Oregonien, after annmouneing that the comn-
tents of the Siatesman is a ouriosity devotes
half a column to & blustering attack upon person-
alities, and & whining complaint about having
been attacked in that manner by the Statesman.
Complaints of this kind come with poor gramce from
a paper devoted, from its first to last number,
almost exclusively to the grossest personal abuse,
the most foul mouth slander, groveling scurrility,
falsehood and ribald blackguardism; insomuch that
it has long since ceased to sustain any but & pot-

Statesman, March 28, 1851,

: I
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house reputation or receive the countenance
and respect of eny party or communityeces

He complasins, and without reason of our sm-
ployment of persouslities, and whines over
the matter like s whipped spaniel. He should
lesrn to take blows before he ventures to
give them.... If, &8s he asserts, the editor's
reputation is unblemished, it will needno de-
fense from his injudicious pen; if 1t is not,
it will suffer from this being defended before
it is attacked. lln any event, silence is the
part of wisdom."

This gives an idea of the style with which the pa-
per was lsunched. To read Dryer's side of the story is to
encounter the same sort of attack.

Now that we have seen how the Statesmen was started,
let us consider how Bush went sbout to organize the Demo-
erats in the territory. When Oregon became a territory,
there were no established parties. 8. R. Thurston, a Dem-
ocrat hailing from Msine end Iowa, wes supposed to be non-
partisan in his representation of the territory, elthough
he seems to have represented the Methodists interests as
opposed to the Hudson's Bay Co., &nd most of the Methodists
were Whigs.® He was anxious to make himself cleer to Bush:

"You will understand my position, I have

no objection to parties organizing but while

I am Delegate, I shall not engage as a parti-

gan, but comeult solely the best interests

of Oregon. It would be injudicious for me to
take any other course, and I trust the Whigs

| &

2.
eago:

S8tatesman, April 4, 1851.

R. C. Clark, History of the Willamette Valley, I (Chi-
The S. J. Clarke Publishing Compsny, 1927), p. 412,
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will not seek to drive me to any other posi-

tion."

The Oregonien end the Spectator opposed the estab-
lishment of politicel parties in Oregon, probably because
they felt the Whigs were in the minority. The Statesmen,
however, atood for organization and began to have a series
of letters published as to the advisability of such action.
These letters were written by friends throughout the terri-
tory under assumed names, such as: Iafayette, Jeffersonm,
Yemhill, etc.2

In order to understand the organization of the Pemo-
oratiec party it is necessary to review the political situa-
tion at the tima.z

Joseph Lene, & Democrat from Indiana, had been chosen
governor by President Polk. He was the sort of man who was
popular with constituents—one that mingled with them and
had a genuine interest in their prohlems.*- Added to thias, he
had a military record which appealed to their imagination and
he was dubbed "01ld Marion." With the change in administration

there came to Oregon in 1850 a new governor-—a Whig—John P.

l. 8. R. Thurston fo Asshel Bush, August 11, 1880.

2. 5. R. Thurston to Statesman, November 30, 1850; Asshel
Bush to M. P. Deady, 4pril 1, 1850l.

3. W. C. Woodward has covered this period in such & com-
Elate manner that his book, The Rise and Early History of Po-
#mn&mm::.g%. h&s Deen used & g‘fﬂaf deel,  Con-

1 =
igiggrgig gg&g;f an etters were read first and the book ver

4. H. H. Bancroft, History of Pacific States of North Amerigs,
IIT (San Prancisco:; The History Uompany, 1BG58] P. 141,
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Gaines. In personslity ass well as politics he differed
from Lane. A msn of "aristooratic bearing," he had the
misfortune to represent "outside interference"” as well as
the party that was in the minority and as such came in for
much eriticism and even personal sbuse. The question that
was used &s an excuse for building up feeling against the
governor was the location of the capital. The territoriasl
legislature had passed a bill providing for the location
of three state or territorial buildings—the capitol at
Salem, the penitentiary at Fortland, snd the university at
Marysville (Corvallis). Gaines did not like the ides of
moving to Salem, and raised the gquestion of the constitu-
tionality of the locatiom bill, since the constitutional
provision against an "omnibus bill" seemed to nullify the
law. Gaines interpreted the second act, providing later ap-
propriations, as giving him concurrent power with the legis-
lature in designating the placea. At any rate Bush, brought
out to Oregon to build up the Democratic orgsnization, saw
8 good opportunity to draw party 1inas, if not rigﬁt then,
at least for the future. In his correspondeuce he indicated:
"I have no sort of interest in this matter

and no preference of localities and I am not

governed by the wishes of the friends of any

living or dead man. Whatever others may think

or. 8ay you sre well enough acquainted with me

to need no assurance of this nor also that on

this or any other locsl guestion (God grant
that there were less of them) I shall not go for



or ageinst this side of the river."l

He saw the possibility of making as he expressed it

14

"gapital for the future against the govermor, Holbrook, and

all conoerned in the affair.”

Bush did not want Gaines to

have a triumph over the legislature and saw that by raising

the yuestion of the executive's right to interpret the law,

he would have & good rallying point against the Whigs.

"The Governor and Company should not be per-

mitted to have an unqualified triumph. The
question of validity should be immegiately
brought before the District Court."

Not all his friends were so confident of the wisdom

of this policy as Bush. To Deady he wrote:

"You ask who Gaines is to triumph over?
Suppose he succeeds in getting the law nul-
lified without going to court? Will it not
be a triumph for him and one which he would
boast of? Most certainly. But suppose the
matter goes to the court and there is decid-
ed void; you lose nothing, while Geines is
driven from his position eand is partially van-
quished.... I do not consider this exactly a
party matter yet the parties concerned neces-
sarily meke it somewhat so, especially if we
look shead & few years. If five or ten years
hence, you should be running against Holbrook
for Congress with party lines drawn as they '
will be, the Democrests should reise Holbrook's
conduot in this matter against him as they
will be likely to do, it would be rather em-

1.

Asshel Bush to M. P. Deady, August 19, 1861.
4dsshel Bush to M. P. Deady, dugust b, 1851.
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baressing to haeve them retort that our cendi-

date sustained them. You must recollect that

the act will remasin after the fesling which

mey now justify it shall have passed away."

As Bush anticipated, men did divide on this issue,
but in some cases new alignments were made where sconomic
interests were stronger than the politieal party, e.z.
James MoBride of Oregon City, a Tennessee Democrat, went
over to the Whigs. The legislature that met in Oregom City
did not have & gquorum. The meeting of that body was humor-
ously, if sbusively, reported by the Vox Populi, a paper
put out five times by certain members of the legislative as-
sembly &t 8alem.® In the Januery 2 issue sppeered the
"Grand Divartisameﬁt." a play to be given by Federsl Whig
officers. This was full of personal abuse, However, its

form was copled and made more retaliative in Breakspeare—

A Melodrama entitled Treason, Stratagems and Spoils (by

W. L. Adaus who later became the editor of the Argus.). It
appeared in the Oregonian in five acts and later came out
in pamphlst form_.5 It showed Pratt amd his coteri_chiok
(Bush), Uncle Ned (Deady), Grub (Willsom), Rex (King), Peter

1. Asshel Bush to M. P. Deady, August 19, 1861.

2. Copies are found im the Oregon Historical Library,
Portland.

lasg. Oregonian, February 7, 14, and 21, 1862; Msrch 3, 6,
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(Waterman) et &l. planning how they would dupe the territory
by organizing a republice, introducing Mormonism, eto.l

Even Judges were not neutral in the capital contro-
versy. dJudges Strong end Nelson (Whigs) decided the location
law was invalid and held court at Oregon City while Judge
Pratt, a Demoorat, declared it velid and sat in Selem. To
make a long story short, the capital was finally placed at
Salem officislly by a Joint resolution of Congress which
ratified and approved the act of the legislative assembly of
the Oregon Territory.g

Bush did not end his attack on Gaines after the actiom
of the Congress. The attacks on the Govermor match enything
Bush ever wrote against Dryer. He went back into his Mexican
war record and dubbed him "Enuarnacioﬁ," because it was at
that place that Geines had surrendered.

"Ma jor Gaines at the head of about one hun-

dred men was surprised st a place called Encar-

nacion, by a small body of Mexican troops (mot

one fifth of the number stated in the Oregonim)

commanded by Genmeral Minon, a full blooded negro,

originally from Hayti, it is said. A surrender

wag demsnded and a consultation of the American

.officers was holden.... They did surrender with-

out firing a gun, to & band of *greasers' headed
by a negro,"?d

l. 4 list which identifies these characters is available
in the Library of the Oregon Historicsl Society. This was
given by the family of W. L. Adams,

2. C. H. Cerey, A General History of Oregon, II (Portland:

Metropolitan Press, I9356) p. 472,
3. Btatesman, March 2, 1852,
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He insisted that the Oregonisn was trying to whitewash
Gaines' cowsrdly surrender at Encarnacidﬁ. He added that
gven General Taylor had spoken of the surrender in terms of
condemnation. The last point was very effective since Gen-
eral Taylor had appointed Geines.

Gaines very naturally despised Bush. In the States-
man for January 27, 1862, we find:

"In passing down Main Street last Thursday
and when near the library room, without either
seeking to meet or avoid him we came in col-
lision with Governor Geines who had Just left
his office. Upon encountering each other, he
instantly said: 'you ===-- , did you intend to
run against me?' We replied, 'No, 3ir, nor do
I intend to get off the welk for you or anybody
else.' PMlourishing his cane, when we prepaered
to defend ourself, he passed on railing and
cursing.

The Governor saw us coming down the walk
from his office window, and came out for the
purpose of running against and getting up a
pretense of caning us, but finding by our move-
ments that we were armed and prepared to defend
ourgelf sgainst his cowardly sssault, he desist-
ed from his real purpose, end contented himself
with the harmless amusement of flourishing his
tongue and cene,"

The editor worked cautiously in his organization of
the Democratic party. Thurston had warnmed him to observe
and feel his way, mot sttempting sny territorial organiza-
tion until the several counties were well orgenized. Thur-
aton said,

"Hereupon is the importance of getting ths
party drilled in such divisions thoroughly
before you require it to mark time in one body.

eessIf during the next two years, we can get
the party under drill in several counties, it
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will be a very asusplclous time to make the

grend rally at the commencement of the next

edministration.” |
This the Democrats did. At & caucus held by the Democratic
members of the legislsture, 1861, they passed th is resolu-
tion:

"Resolved, that it is deemed expedient_to
organize the Democratic party of Oregon."l

In Jamuary, 1858, the first Territorial céntral com-
mittee was organized of which J. W..Neamith was chosen.
The firest territorial Democratie convention assembled in
Salem dpril, 1853.%

Although ecertsin Oregonians, headed by such men as
Dryer of the Oregonien and Schnebly.of the Spectator, com-
plained bitterly about the organization of party lines, the
die wes cast and the ihigs were forced to orgsnize when
they perceived how effectively an orgenized perty secured
offices.

President Pierce appointed J. W. Davis to the office
of governor in 1855.3 The Democrats had no resson Fo objeot

to the politics of the new governor, but they raised the old

1. 8. R. Thurston to Asshel Bush, September 3, 1850 (Con-
fidential).

2. C. H. Qarey, op. cit., p. 493.
3. Ibia., p. 803.
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ory about the unfairness of bringing "outsiders"” into Ore-
gon as officers when there were good men available in the

territory. In 1854, after nine months in the territory,

.javia resigned snd Curry was the ex-officio governor.

IPierce appointed Curry governor, who served as such until

1869.
An inner eircle of Demoorata, composed of such men
as Bush, KNesmith, Deady, Harding, Grover, Boise, had becoms

very powerful. They were known as the "Salem Clique," an

:oxpraasion which was used with a bitter connotation by the

|

opposition. Bush, the voice of the "Cligque," and ususlly
considered the leader, came in for the greatest share of
oritioism. Shippee charscterizes this group as s "diotator-
ial political ring, the moving spirit of which was Asshel
Bushsses He made and unmade fortunes; his approbation must
be secured before & future political life might be dreamed
of; his opposition hounded =& men to civil oblivion."l

One might expect the Whigs to denocunce the Clique,
but the Democrats outside the pale also had much to s&y.

"Their orgen, the Statesman though ostens-
ibly the orgen of the whole party, yet under

the guidance of en editor with as many fruit-
ful schemes of trickery asnd evidence of in-

1. L. B..Bhippes, "Echo of the Campaign of Sixty", Ore-
gon Historicsl Quarterly, XII (Sept. 1911), p. 362.
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gratitude to benefactors as are seldom found
attached to one man and under the dictation

epd intimate counsel of two men situated in

the backgrouund, who are everywhere beginning
to be known for their subtlety snd deepplot-
ting, aided by & feE men in different parts

of the country...."

In addition to considering what was said about the

Cligue during territorial days, it is interesting to note

what & man who had been a contemporary said after many

years.

In an address to the Pioneer Association, John Me-

Bride said:

"The darkest period in the history of
Oregon was the period of the territorial
government. A4s Jackson and Ven Buren had
their kitchen cabinets, so Oregon had its
'Sslem ring'. There measures were origin-
ated, party policy ordained, and politicael
honors snd offices decided upon and distrib-
uted. It seemed 8 sort of idesl being in
politics, something like s corporatiom in
business affeirs. It was a sort of electric-
al force; it was never seen, but it made its
presence known by its effects.... No rule
was more strict or exscting. It forced its
sdicts with eruel and unfailing punishment;
it demsnded obedience that tolerated no hes-
itation and it was a stranger to all mercy....
To be fair, as I wish to be, I say now in
looking back upon the years of political rule
in Oregon under the Salem Cligue, I believe
1t to have been a good one for the masses of
the peopls. Taxes were low, economy was prac-
tised in public expenditures and mo reproach
of corruption ever tainted its administration.
If it exacted politieal obedience, it equally
required the most rigid iutegrity. It demand-
ed unhesitating service to itself but it al-
lowed no lapse from equally faithful duty

1.

Standard, Juns 12, 1856,
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to the people. It rewarded its friends and

it was merciless ti traitors, whether to

itself or masses."

In the fifties the United 3tates wes swept by three
‘issues which had strong emotional appeal-——prohibition, na-
tive American movement, and slavery. In Oregon the slavery

‘question did not become important until the latter part of

the decade, but prohibition and the so-called dmerican party

movement were widely discussed. Thus the newly organized

Yhigs found themselves beset by these two :Lasu.aa.2 The
Statesman sought to represent most of the supporters of
‘these two issues as Whiga, but Bush wes forced to admit from
‘time to time that Democrats were also to be found in their
renks. In fact, the parties were divided on these guestions.®
The Maine pruhihitici::Lich was passed in 1851 was
discussed throughout the United States and Oregon was no ex-
weption, especially simce in the provisional government days
the Organic Lawa gave the legislative committee power to
egulate the introduction, manufscture, and the sale of
liquor. Bush took a firm stand egainst this measure’ for
Ppersonal &8 well as politicel reasons. This has been dis-
cussed at greater length in the chapter which desls with his

views on public guestions of his day.

t 1. Oregon Piomeer Association Trenssctions, (1897), pp.
9-43,

2, R. 0. Clark, op. cit., p. 416.
4, C. H. Carey, op. oit., p. 500.
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Bush seemed to feel thet the Enow-Nothing movement
offered the greatér threat to party organization. Its very
georecy lent itself as an effective weapon egainst pariy
orgenization. Considering his views on religion and his
attitude toward foreigners, his staud on this agitation was
consistent and not Just a political device.

As early ss 1862 he gave his views on the so-called
American group:

"We hardly expected to find in Oregon,

peopled as it 1s by representatives of al-

mest every state and country on the globe,

an advocate of the narrow minded, illiberal

doctrines of the odious native American

faction which some years since had a brief

existence in a few of our eastern cities....”

In 1854, when he was in the EZgst he reported the
Enow-lothing situation there predicting, "It will be of
brief duration." When he returned to Oregom he opened war-
fare on the group. Secret mesetings were being held in the
various communities. Friends informed him of the serious-
ness of the situastion. Delazon Smith told him 0. C. Pratt
had joined while he was in California end having returned
to Oregon had changed Leland of the Standard. There were
severel wigwams in Marion county that Bush knew nothing

about and he even talked with men who were members, but

whom he did not suspect.

l. Statesman, Msroh 50, 18b62.
2. Delszon Smith to Asshel Bush, March 18, 1855.
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As long as secrecy could be msinteined, effective op-
position was impossible. A despicable method was used of
‘ppying from within the order. A4 printer by the name of
Beebe, having been guaranteed that his identity would be
r_\(ept secret, told Bush the whole atory.l Imegine the effect
of the Statesman's coming out with a complete exposs of the
rites of initiation, meetings, secret notices for meetings,
etc.a In faect, the editor had the list of names of many of
the members sud threatened to print it.
The set back to the -mwemant. was immessurable. Dry-
er ridiculing the exposure said: J

"We would suggest that a school be forth
with established in the Statesman office to
educate knot-hole peekers, and crack listen-

ers in their professiom.”

Bush was not satisfied with the exposure, but appeal-

d to the Whigs to look within their rsnks apnd to cast out
he offenders, not deigning them even worthy of membership
n the Whig organization. The editor was ruthless in his
ttacks, employing ridicule and a.\ma_ive langusege.

The Oregzonian did not take very favorsbly the sug-
hgaatiou that 2 purge should be made in the rsnks of the

l. D. W. Creig to George Himes; letter is on file in the
Oregon Historical Library. Listed in W. C. Woodward, op.

it., pp. 67, 68. DBeebe, the printer who made the exposure,
oon left for Califomia.

2. S8tatesman, Hovember 1, 1864.
&. QOregonisn, ¥ay 6, 1866.
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Whigs:
"In a late number of that delectable sheet

8 bush with his charascteristic verdaney com-

menced a purification by reading out Governor

Gaines, Mr. Chinn, ourselves, and others....

The Whigs, we imagine, will teke care of their

interest in Oregon without aid or assistance

of this sorawny bush or any of the noxious sprouts

or suckers of the democrstic stalks which hsave

grown io such a wonderful height in this terri-
tory."

But the final weepon and most sffective was the pas-
gage of the Vive Voce law or orasl voting. After the enact-
ment of this law there was little hope for an effective
comsback, since this imposed & kind of censorship. Voters
were obliged under this system to call out the uame of the
candidate for whom they voted or hand it to the judges who
read the ballot sloud. Crities of the "Salem Cligue" in-
gisted that its purpose was to check not only the Enow-
Nothings, but also recaleitrant Demoorats. It has been
said that it operated as & check on those who had slavery
designs at the time of the Constitutionmal Uonventian.2
It is interesting to compare the stand taken by Bush at
this time with an earlier editorial in the Westfield

Etandard? In the earlier paper he deplored the control

1. Oregonian, June 30, 18565.
2. 0. H. Carey, op. cit., p. 503,
3. Westfield Standard, October.24, 1849,
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axerted by orsl voting. Later in the realignment of par-
fies at ths time of the Civil Wer it was a souwrce of embar-
fagsment to Bush snd the Democrats who wanted to vote for
@ther party men.

The Rogue Indien War became involved in the Enow-
othing agitation. The Statesman had taken & sane and
pather deteched view about the danger from the Indisns in
hat ragion.l Dryer expressed great slarm over the peril
to the settlers there and Bush ridiculed such hysteria.

He even went so far as to imply that the war was excited
for the economic benefit of the southern part of the terri-
1ory.a This gave the Orsgonisn & chance to attsck the Demo-
grats on unpatriotic grounds. When Curry hastily filled
1ha offices in the volunteer army without any regard for
Bush's aﬁggeations. Bush protested vigorously, belittling
the danger and insisting that there was no excuse for fil-

ing the positions so guickly.

1. His expression "expedition to fight the emigrants™
krouaad ire, Statesman, July 7, 1855.

2, J. W. Drew to Asahel Bush, November 16, 18656. "But
ou must remember that the Whigs snd Enow-Nothings in
Jackson county incited this Indian war for politicael pur-
oses and for a speculstion in wheat and cettle..,.”
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The "Salem Cligue" went so far as to petition Gover-
mpor Curry to remove Know-Nothings from office.t Dryer and

2 suffice it to say that

jdams had much to say about this.
Bush created many enemies for himself because of his stana
on the Indian question. In 1858, when he wanted to be
ghosen printer egein, he told Deady that he needed his help
4n the southern part of the territory and asked Deady to

ke speeches in his behelf. He grew thoroughly disgusted
Ifth the whole issue before Wool was recalled. '

The Indian wars also brought up the widely discussed

gubject of scrip. Dryer eriticized the "Clique" for not
] ing'a strict account of the expenditures, and when the

was over the question of selling the war supplies came

1. Territorial paper (filed at the Oregon Historiecsl
brary, Portland, Oregom) No. 6379.

2, "An effort was made to mske party capital by these
aven hearted patriots snd white livered warriors, who
ght valiant battles around the stove in the office of
8 QOregon Statesman at%t Salem.... The volunteers, the
erty' and country can Jjustly charge the failure to  the
ddling, persecuting, dictating spirit of the 'Salem
ique,* and to the fact that Governor Curry permitted
mself to be wheedled by the party knaves." Oregonian,
bruary 23, 18b6. :

"The croaking political ascavengers who would see
8 country end its inhabitants sunk to infamy and degen-
ation, if thereby they could get & few official crumbs
4 iggga is no Indian war in Oregon." (Qregonian, March
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up.1 Bush insisted that supplies should be sold for cash

and Dryer said that scrip should be used. The editor of the
Salem paper meiuntained that in the first place the goods hsad
been purchased for serip and that it would mean selling them

for another receipt. This question of serip was a source of

reat trouble to Oregon sand pleyed sn important part in the
dmission of the state end in the rupture between certain
emoorats and Lene.

From the beginning of the territorial organization
eople desired to elect a&ll théir own officers and to obtain
tatehood. 8Sides were not consistently drawn as to the is-
ue of statehood. Vhen the Whigs were in, the Democrats
dvocated statehood, but the Democrats did not opposs &ll
onsideration of the matter when they had the politicel of-
ices. In March 12, 18563, Bush seemed 11l disposed to the
conomic burden thetl statehood would entsil, but by 1854 he
dvocated it for the improvements that it would bring and
e said that the matter of expenses would not be so great
ith the increase of populatiou. 3Some of the Whigs épposed
tate organization because they thought it would make more
ffices for the Democrats. The question of calling & con-
titutional convention was put to the psople four times,

he first three being unsuccessful. In 1854 the majority

1. Oregonian, lHovember 3, 18565.
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sgainst was 869; in 18556, 415; in 1856, 249, but in 1857 the
rote was favorable by 6038 votaa.l Two factors seemed to
jork for the change. In the sarlier votes Southern Oregon
ras considering a union with northern California and in the
dater period the slave question mede many desire a state

ast slavery be inflic?ed on the territory.

Before we discuss the divisions which arose in Oregon

t the time of the admission of the state we should mention
e discord which had developed in the Democratic ranks—

igoord which later expressed itself on the slavery guestion

id the union, but which in 1857 was the result of local is-
88,

It is not surprising that there was discord within
¢ ranks of the Democrats. 3ome objected to the iron-clad
scipline imposed by the "Clique". Others were unable to
tisfy their desire for office. In 16567 the bresk became
imminent that when the convention met in Salem in April,
g "Cligque" put.through the famous fifth end sixth resolu-
ons which were to bind members of the ngocratic paity by
¢ nominations of the conveution or caucus. There had
en dissatisfsotion with Joseph Lane for some time and some
ready obJeoted to his pro-slavery inclinations. The

ligque" hed tried to suppress any feeling adverse to the

1. R. C. Clark, op. cit., p. 424,
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delegate, but correspondence shows that the "0ld Statesman"
was not iﬂ any too high favor.1 Those who refused to be
bound by the selection of the party called themselves
"National" Democrats, trying to give the impression that
they still believed in the fundsmental principles of the
party, but objected to local organization of the "Hards".
The "Softs"” withdrew and nominated their own group, but the
organization of the "Hards" or "Clique" was strong enough
to win the election. Some of the rebels sdvocated a primary,
but Bush had muoﬁ to say about ‘fb impracticability of such
an order of procedure, warning them to beware of bogus Demo-
orata in primaries or mass meatinga.a
The Statesmen insisted that there was no difference
between Oregon Democracy and National Democracy. The editar
gaid that certain papers were talking about lsaders of the
Democrats in order to arouse jealouar.a The Democratic par-
ty was founded on old established principlss and he decried
the attempt to bring personalities into the party. This
sort of thing he classified as "Man Worship”. "Let's have
‘no Williams' party, no Smith party, no Lane party."4

1, J. W. Drew to Asshel Bush, September 19, 1855. Drew
sed the nickname for Lene.

2. Statesman, Pebrusry 24, 1857; May 12, 1857,
S. Statesman, February 19, 1856.
4, Statesmsn, June 20, 1857.
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The Whigs, of course, were delighted with the out-
eome. Dryer played up the charges made by Shuck, 0lds, Al-

len, Short, Henderson et al. He said Bush had read out and

xpelled every mep from the party who would not become "the
ewer of wood, the drawer of water, the scavenger, soullionm,
nd menial sleve of the Statesman and 'Clique’...., Will the

sople longer submit to be gulled, duped, fooled and lashed

to submission to ths ordeals of the Salem Uliqne."l

"We recommend to the '"Salem democracy', alias
Salem dynasty, alias Salem Junta, sliss Salem
ingquisition, alias Salem conspirators, the man-
ufeoturing of a large quantity of brass or iron
collars and steel shackles to be indelibly en-
graved thus: 'This thing io the shape of man
has surrsndered to the 'Sslem Cligue' all the
rights and privileges of menhood; has sold his
birth rignt for the glorious privilege of wear-
ing this collar as an evidence and iusignia that
we the Selem Gamacﬁata recognize him & good, re-
liable dsmocrat.'"

Dryer mede much of the faet that he hed been attack-
g the "Clique" for the same charges now made by the lation-
Democrats: "If the object of the Nationals is to clemnse

& Augean stables of Oregon of its putrid party etc. we wel-

me it."s

1. Oregonian, February 13, 1868.
2. Oregonien, March 20, 1858.
3. Oregonian, March 13, 1868.
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By 1888, Dryer seemed to have shifted his position
on the orgesnization of perties considerably, for he imsist-
ed that there wes 2 need to organize a party upon some
"tangible, permanent and correct doctrine, predicated sole-

1y and entirely on the ground that the people are soverign

n all representative government end that office holders,
ffice hunters snd politiscians are respousible to the masses
f the pacfla."l This tied in with the agitation against
prew, the Oregonisn insisting that as Quartermaster of the
yolunteers he should account to the people for his expendi-
bures. 2
During the years of the "Clique" supremacy, Dryer
1ad been loud in his disapproval of Lane. Hse charged that
*a was slways boasting how much he would do and how great

is influsence was in Washingtonm, but the results spoke for

hemselves. Lane's personal interest came first. The

dian wer debt had not been taken care of and the sdmie-

on of the state had not been pushed. During these same
ars Bush in his paper had upheld Lane, refuting with Venom
arges made by the Oregonian. In 1855 Bush supported Lane

1. Oregonian, March 13, 18E8.

2. QOregonisn, February 14, 1867, "Mr. Bush of the States-
n as is evidenced by this end & thousand other instances
like oharscter assumes to direot and control the party,
o posses according to his doectrine, unqualified ownership
the country and people." .... "According to Bush it is
nk heresy for one of the party to utter or express an
inion in relationm to men or meassures different from those
tered by the Statesman.”
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against 0. C. Pratt when they were seeking the office of
delegate to the United States' Congress. On June 9, 1855,
jush put Lane's neme at the mast head of his paper as &
ture presidentiasl candideate. But as time passed, he bs-
peme weary of Lane's profession of sacrifice snd toil for
C Egon.l In 1857, Lane wrote a lstter deploring the dis-
gord in the Democratic perty. Then in order to have con-
frol of a press he put E. C. Hibben, a mulatto, as editor
f the Oregon Weekly Times published at Portland. The es-
frangement between Bush and Lane grew wider until in the
oonvention of 1859 the Lane forces were open in their op-
t-aition to the "Cligue." Bush had charged Lane with the
blame for Oregon's not being admitted to the Uniom. Too,
seems that Bush wanted the public printing (probably
lews, treaties, etc. of ‘the United States government) as
5 shown by & letter from Delazon Smith after he went to
pshington as aanator.2 Bush thought Lane had not attemd-
8d his interests as is shown in a letter from Bush to
pady:

"Lane didn't get snything allowed me for
that second volume of statutes. He says the
Black Republican prevented him. Likely I

reckon he thinks it best to keep that sus-
pended over my head to 'hold the wretch in

1, BStetesman, March 29, 1859,
2. Delazon Smith to Asshél Bush, February 2, 1869,
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order. Well, let it. 'Who's afraiaz'"l

any rate Bush now turned on Lane in & series of damaging

}'itorials. Dryer seid that he had been saying the same
things about Lane but in a milder mammer. It is interssting
o note that years later when the enimosity hed been forgot-
fenn and Lane was running for state legislature, Bush came
out in his behalf and even gave money toward his campaign
fund but the dasmage of early years kept Lane from carrying
Dougles county.Z

June 29, 1858, Lane had written Oregon that the bill
admission had passed the house snd that the admission was
s8sured. He advised the territory to Zo shead with its or-
sanization ss if sdmitted.® Bush counselled sgainst this
nee he feared & situstion similar tc that in Ksnsas might
l§velop. Lene blamed Bush for Congress' not admitting Ore-
, 8ince he said that Bush wrote unfavorably about the
?pnlation and had discouraged state organization. Various
erpretations have been placed upou Lane's asction in this

;tuation.4_ One is that he wished to bring ﬂisaredit'upon

1. Asahel Bush ‘toM. P. Deasdy, October 11, 1866.
2. Conversation with Asahel Bush, 1939.

3., Statesmsn, March 29, 1869.

4. H, H. Baneroft, op. cit., pp. 432, 433 (note).
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the state in connection with his Paseific Republic venture.
other is that he w=3 anxious to have the territory become
state until he was sure of the presideutisl nomination.
en his desire for double mileage allowance has been given
5 & reason.

Naturally Lec: had the Federal political patronsge
der his control, sod sccording to Bush instituted proscrip-
ion, removing men lixe Nesmith snd Zieber from their posi-
ious.

It was gallicz for the Salem Cligue to submit to
his kind of treatmszt and the members did not do so very
acefully. The editorials were of the bitterest sort.
ince the Weekly Ticss supported Lane, it cams in for much
buse.

The "Softs" ksdi a real opportunity in the break be-
ween the Cligus anid Zane.l In the Democratic convention

eld in Salem, April 20, 1859, Lansing Stout, a man of for-

1. Argus [quotes Times], February 5, 1869. "You have
0 doubt, marked witc regret the course the Statesman has
sen fit to adopt in regard to our delegate and first sema-
or, General Lane. Some three years ago, the Standard was
ead out of the party for the 'wholesale traduction of the
emoorats’.... Where has its malediction been bestowed for
he last six months? Prineipally upon members of the party
hich have warmed =rxd nourished a viper in its bosom only
0 be stung for its fzvors...."
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16T Enow-Hothing ineclinstiona, wes nominated insteasd of
irover for congressman. Bush was upset and wrote bitterly
and extensively on the situetion. He did not praise 3tout,
had been his wont with former Democratic nominees. 1In
fect he made certain concessions which might be interpreted
overtures to the newly organized Republicans. A4lthough
he voted for Stout, he did not particulerly want him to win.
However, local differences were seoon dwarfed by the
larger issue of slavery. The Democratic leaders had tried
) keep the question in the background. Above everything
?ey wished to keep their orgaenizetion intact and sought to
avoid controversive questions. T. W. Davenport said,

"The Statesman engaged in such personal parti-
gan warfare with opposition papers devoted to the
free state ceuse, thereby subordinsting =11 other
questions of a politicsl nature, that its influ-
ence must Eivs been to befog the voters in its
.own party.

It is hard to realize how vital the slavery yuestion

became in Oregon. Masny of the immigrants had come from the

southern part of America, and were not opposed to slavery;

ich an eminent man ss Judge Deady was pro-slavery. Mr.

ish was by reputation free state but had mno sympathy with

ibolition. In fact he maintained such a meutral position
at

"on account of ite [Statesmsn's) great cir-
culation and autooratic influence, its course

1. T. W. Davenport, "Slavery Question in Oregon", Oregon
istoriocal Juarterly, IX (September, 1908), pp. 228, 229.
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during these critical times gave grest anfi—
ety to the radical opponents of slavery."

fhis half way position made it possible for him to assume

hatever policy seemed expedient.

He supported Douglas' "populsr sovereignty". To him
t was in complete sccord with the principle of independ-
nce aod self-determination which he regarded as inherent
erican rights. 4s far as Oregon was concermed he did not
ge any conflict between the doctrine and the Dred Scott
gcision. But he refuted the charge that popular sover-
ignty wes the same as black republicanism. A4lthough he
id not see any advantage to be geined by the introduction
f slavery, he maintained "Oregon wants no outside inter-
ference., To send sbolitionists would mean that Oregon would
o for alavary.'x

When the bresk came in the Democratic ranks, it was
ssumed that the "Hards" were free-state men, but the "Hardas"
harged the "Softs" with bleck republicanism. There wes
uch incongruity in the stand taken by each group, e.g. the
Hards" endorsed the principle of popular sovereignty but

hitesker, the nominee for governor was pro-slavary.3

1. Ibid., p. 229.
2. 3tetesman, August 2, 1889,
3. 3Statesman, Merch 31, 1857.
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Bush in his neutral position opened his paper to cor-

sespondents from both sides. Most writers agree that grest
pflusnce was exerted by Judge Williams' "Free 3tate Letter."t
)avenport says that it was just the thing that was nesded at
Hia time—an argument not advenced for sentiment or moral
8asons but esn earnest, thoughtful communication by a man who
as free from eny suspicion of having designs on the unity
md political harmony of the Democratic psrty.g

The impracticability of slavery from an economic point
view seemed to carry much weight. J. W. Mack snd F. B.
Artin presented the other side of the question.s

In 18568, the Statesman editor was up for reelection
printer end did not press the issue of"popular sovereign-
a8 advocated by Douglss in the Eansas question, but by
859 and 1860 he had returned to the support of Douglsas.
The position taken by the Oregon Republicans at this
?ua took & more conservative cast. Dryer and Logan accept-
"popular sovereignty" and es has been pointed out by Wood-
1. BStatesman, July 28, 1857.
2., T. W. Davenport, op. eit., p. 238.
3., W. C. ¥Woodward, op. cit., p. 113.
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‘ward there was little difference between the stand taken by
I:ouglsa Democrats and Oregon Republiuana.l
However, in April, 1859, Bush warned the Democrats of

Oregon to be vigilsnt because the Republicans in Congress had

oted for Oregon's admission with the idea of Orsgon's Join-
ng their ranks.

When Delazon Smith's term as United 3tates senator had

xpired, the legislature could not agree on his reelection or
he choice of & successor.

That slavery wes an issue in Oregon is shown very
learly by the vote at the time of the adoption of the Con-
titution. The convention was composed of men of such dif-
erent attitudes that they attempted to stesr clear of that
ssue. The constitution was submitted to the people and the
ote was 7,195 for and 3,215 ageinst; against Qlavery the
ote was 5,082 and against free negroes 7,659. Various his-
orisns have pointed out the anomaly that-exiated——élavery
a3 voted down, free negroes were severly objected to, and
he governor chosen wes & pro-slavery msen es wer; the two
8enators. Congress faced an interesting situation.

Although the rupture in the Democratic party still
Bed persoual elemeunts, the larger issue served to draw the

ines more clearly. The legislature of 1868 which had

l. Woodward, op. cit., p. 169.
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eoted Lane snd 3Smith had been pro-slavery, but when the
ime for the elesction of 1860 arrived, the situation hsad
anged.

Since the pro-slavery Democrats had repudiated "pop-
ar sovereignty" the Republicans could afford to stress the
ootrine of non-intervention. The man that was brought from
lifornia as their nominee for ssnator—Colonel E. D. Baker
had full sympsthy with the Douglas poaition.l Coupled
th this fact was his ability as & politiclan. When the
i emooraﬁa continued to war esmong fhemaalves. he entered in-
%0 & bargain with the anti-Lans forces so that the final re-
1t was the choice of Nesmith, enti-Lane Democrat and Baker,
publican, as United States senators.

The national Democratic party was split into two fac-
ions and two nominees were put before the people—Douglas
d Breckinridge. Bush had always been sympathetic with
ouglas, although in 1858 he had been rather silent on the
bject. In the ensuing campaign he attacked both Republi-
ans and "Yanceyites," who he charged were both bent on
estroying the union by their radical doctrines.

Hych to his dissppointment Douglae was defeated, but
hen the yuestion of standing by the Union arose, Bush did

ot hesitate & moment.” He Jjoined forces with the so-called

1. W. ¢. Woodward, op. cit., p. 184.
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‘Union party—a group composed of Republicans and the Doug-

1as Democrate. He was cautious in his support of this

roup because he felt that the union was for expediency.

o hesitated to have a regular party organization develop

nd urged the Douglas Democrats to maintain their idsntity.l

His attitude toward Lincoln was free from any politi-
sl rancor. He believed he was too good natured and easy
oing, eriticizing his willingness to give different peopls

chance to try their ideas:

"The irreparsble evils of the radicals’'
clamor and the President's easy vecillating
nature are nowhere more apparsnt than in
the never ending changes in the command of
the army.... Thus his good nature rather
than his judgment has been the constant dupe
of designing knaves and fools, politiecal
8tock jobbers, senseless theorists and addle
brained philenthropists, each of whom has in
turn promised to bresk the back of the re-
bellion."®

He admitted that Lincoln seemed an honest man and
incers patriot, but that nobody pretended he was a great
n., On Ootober 21, 1861, he paid Linocoln this tribute:

"Mr. Lincoln slone of the great sctors
in this drama is without any incentive to
ordinary smbition. The force of the party
has thrust upon him some very bad and in-
efficient men in important places."”

1, Stetesman, June 24, 1861l. "When this contest, be it
ong or short, is elosed, the men who have trained under the
reat political ocaptain fDouslaa] will find themselves the
ucleus of & radical party, opposed to the federal element
fown“atrong in the centralising work of crushing out rebel-

on.

2. B8tatesman, September 29, 1Bo2.
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Like meny other Americans he had great sdmiration for

YoClellan, In his letters and later in editorials he blamed
Lincoln and his advisers for their interference in army eo-
tivities. In fact, he attached the adjective "Napoleonic"

o the ill-fated general.1 His attack on the rebsls was
@devastating, showing absolutely no mercy toward any one
Wwho did not sympathize with the Union., Treason, by the law,
ponsigns its perpetrator to desth. It is the busiuness of
fthe officers of the law to ses that its provisions are exe-
:ﬁuted.z
By 1863 Bush had given up his interest in the States-

an and with that ended his counnection with state printing.

In 1862 he was nominally out sinece Harvey Gordon rsn as
8tate printer, but with the death of Mr. Gordon, Bush car-
fied on until the Republican candidate, Pittock, was elect-
@d in 18v4. In the nationel election of that year he cam-
aigned for MeClellan against Lincoln.

48 soon as Bush severed his ties with the newspsaper
His political career is difficult to follow. Unlike Deady
&d Williams, he returned to the Democratic ranks snd played
prominent, if less evident role, than in the days of the

Salem Clique. He was a member of the national Democratic

l. Statesman, September £9, 1862,
2, Statesman, June 30, 1862.



42

ponvention in 1884 that nominated Cleveland as presidential
sandidate, and in 1888 was chairmsn of the centrel Democrat-
ic committee Ifor Oragon.l Clevelend offered him the post

pf a secretary of the treasury, this offer speaking well

for his financial ability end his standing in the Democratic
arty, but in accord with his desire to keep out of the
limelight he did not sccept the cabinet post.

He continued to tske =n interest in the political

usstiona of the day as is seen in conning his correspond-

noe; much was writtem about Johnson, Hayes, Grant, Arthur,

t al,

1, H. R. Kincaid, Politicsl and Official History and
egister of Oregon, (Biographicel Appendix of the Secrs-

ry of the State's Report, 1897), p. 208.




CHAPTER III
EDITOR OF THE STATESMAN

Much hes been said about the Oregon stiyle of Jourmal-

sm—that styls which was personsl, invective, and vindictiwe
o a degree unknown todsy. That it was truly an Oregon
roduct as far as Bush was concerned can be proved quite
onclusively by comparing his Statesman style with that of
he Weatfielg Stgndard.l In the latter there is little or
one of the personal abuse that was so much a part of the
tyle of the Statesman. In & prefatory statement made by

Bim in the eastern paper he stated his mims whiech are inter-

l., Westfield Standard, January 24, 1849. "Wholly unac-
Qustomed to the conduct of a public Journal we enter with
iffidence upon the performance of difficult duties; snd
id not custom seem to require it, should meke no promises
or the future, till experience had tested our ability to
edeem them..,., But while we shall resolutely and steed-
astly advocate and defend our own opinions, we shall en-
savor to observe courteous end respectful demeanor towards
hose who may chence to differ with us; awarding to all the
ame freedom of thought and opinions that we claim for our-
elves, end combatting rather meassures than men.... Inde-
endent of the political character of the Standard, the un-
ersigned will sim to make it an agreeable Family Newspaper,
d so fer as possible & vehicle of late and correct general
nd locel intelligence.”
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ting in the light of what he had to say sbout soft lan-
i:aga in Oregon end about a local papar.l

It is interesting to note that not only to us does

ihe style employed in Oregon seem sbusive and scurrilous,
put also to contemporary California and eastern papars.2
Boch issue indulged in the seme sort of vituperative lan-
guUags . Expraaaiﬁns which today would involve & man in a

libel suit evoked a similar retaliatiom.

1., BStatesmsn, January 10, 1860. "So loug &s newspapsrs
ige only olassic Znglish, the public have no right to com-

aln at any development of rottenness among candidates who
gpire to serve them."

. 2. 8San Frencisco Times as guoted in the Argus, June 19,
[B58. TInstead of current news, opinions of leading topics
or well selected items of useful informatiom, the whole
ghoet is occupied with political discussions of no prac-
$iceble importence, and the most violent tirades of vitu-
peration and abuse. Column sfter column and page after
phce is crammed with fulsome panegyrics on one set of po-
1itical opponents end bitter denunciations of another.
Flcking up an orgsn of one politicsl fsetion, we find terms
itrung togethsr like the following when speaking of an op-
ponent to some petty office in the Territory: 'Benedict
¥nold, Judas Iscariot and the devil', Blue light Pedera-
list, British Tory, and cut-throat Tory,; Black leg de-
bBuchee, lying scoundrel, snd sneaking ﬁ poerite. We'
might £ill our emtire paper with like expressions gleaned
f¥om the same source, but this will suffice to give the
rfadsr some idea of the Oregon style of literaturse.

. Now what these blackening fellows say about each
Obher is probably mostly true; yet that is no reason why
they should disgust the public with this species of inde-
08nt exposure and what renders the billingsgate the more
ifitolerable is that these men are not contending asbout any
p¥inciple of measure of any importance but simply for their
1860 and spolls of office, or some trifling matter about

¢h the public are equally indifferent."
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The editor of the 3tatesman never let anyome outdo
him in these personal attacks. His wit was incisive and
pitter, and he did not heeitate to vilify his npponents.l
‘Some of these men who came in for these attacks were Drysr,
'pf the Oregonien, Adems of the Argus, Leland of the Standsard,

"E=1l of the QOccidental Messenger, and Delazon Smith, who

dncurred his disfavor in 1859.
Compared with the attacks returned by these men, Bush
‘Beems no worse. FPerhaps his wit was & little keener and a
‘ghaft of & couple lines or & word or two sometimes equalled
Jonger discourses of the others. Epithets were hurled back
and forth.? Bush often refused to pursue an argument, but
__.aferred to use ridicule or catch phreses to such an advan-
tage as to becloud the matter under consideration.

"The editor of the Statesmen mever wasted ink
in refuting the Oregoniah's editorials, There
was sufficient satisfaction in referring to them

as cogitations of 'Toddy Jep' a name the initisls
of which he could not disavow and the msaning of

T Statlsaman. June 22, 1862. "The Oregonian is the mat
Unvarying lier we ever met."

2. Bush wes a "pensioned hireling", "Bush-eye", "bush"
without the capital), "editor of Czapkay's Organ" and even
lAsg of Hell." Dryer was the "Sewer man" and "Toddy Jep".
Hell was "Avery's ox." Adems was "Parsom Billy of the Air-
‘googe". Weterman was "Peter". Leland was "Joshua" or "Al-
Berine Alonzo" (the latter was derived from the editor's
8ctivities in the esat at the time of the Dorr Rebellionm).
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which he would not discuss."l

The newspapsrs of this period are replete with tren-
chant attacks, but the height of this sort of writing is
found in Yox Populi, & paper published in Salem at the time
of the capitel controversy in 1851-1852.2 The melodrama by
Breskspear, "Treasons, Stratagems and Spoils"was put out to
attack the "Cligue". Assumed pmemes were given the aotors
appearing in the play, but the interesting thing is that
many of these gstuck in later years. Unless one knows to
whom these refer, there is much confusion in reading corre-~-
spondence and territorial newspapers. "Chick" is used for
Bush, "Ned" for Deady, "Peter" for Waterman® A term like

"besaltio™ was used for years by the members of the Cliqus.

1. T. W. Davenport, "Slavery Question in Oregon", Orsgon

Historical Quarterly, IX (September 1908), p. 244.

2. (a) Copies of Vox Populi are in the Oregon Historical
Socisty's Library, Portland, and Mr. 4. N. Bush hss copies
in his collection. (b) Oswald West says that in later years
lir. Bush would not commit himself as to the authorship of
this scurrilous sheet, op. cit.
(o) Drew to Bush, May 7, 1Bbb, "Gaines tells our people that I
wes & good Whig up to the close of the Salem legislature at
Salem in 1661-1862. I did not know before that the Vox Populi
wes edited by Whigs. It will be news to you." e

8. At the time, the Democrats bought up as many copies of
the work of W. L. Adams as they could so as to prevent its
olrculation. In later years when the old animosity was for-
gotten, Adams bought up old copies.
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Lhia word was used by one of the legislative members who re-
fused to Join those who met in Salem.

As early as 1876 the Oregonian looked back on the

journalism of the fifties ss immsture, speaking of it es
grude and primitive =nd from the typographical appearance
ar from plaasing.l The set up was very monotonous, since
po eatisfactory system of news gettinghed developed, snd no
photographs were available. The styls of the Statesmen
@ompared favorably with contemporary papers.2 The type, of
gourse, 1s very hard on the eyes when compared with what we

‘Bave today. Bush took esn interest in the appearance of his

paper by purchasing new equipment. Considering the amount
©f work he had to do and difficulty in obteining help dur-
4ng the gold rush fever, one is impressed with the composi-
ion of some of his erticles. It is said that he set up

‘many of his saucy, succint editorisls and epigrams without

Bopy.?

1. QOregonian, March 29, 1876.

2. H. H. Banoroft, History of Pescific States of North Amer-
Anerica, (San Francisco: The History Company, 1888) p. 147.
ls a party paper it was conducted with greater ability than
8@ny journal on the Pacific coast for & periocd of about a doz-
8n years.”

. 3., C. H. Carey, History of Oregon, II (Chicago: The Pi-
Oneer Historical PuhIfshing Company, 1922), p. 61.




If the style of the Statesman is considered apart
from abuse and political tirades that charscterized it,
Bush's ability &s & writer makes him compare favorably with
any other editor in America. He believed in the efficacy
of repetition but he also stressed the importance of being
brief, if one wished to be read. He took pride in expres-
ging himself well, and in later years when he felt himself
too long removed from such asctivities, refused to write a
ketch of Deady.l
The advertisements of the early papéra ere interest-
ing a8 well as amusing. DBush refused to solicit them and
as not dependent upon them as some of his opponents charg-
ad.a He realized their importance and onoce stated, "ddver-
tising is often much more interesting than editoriala.ta
he heada used for these show the political interest of the
sople. 4n announcement of mercantile goods might carry an
nseription "Free State Men", or enother might resd "Court
of Common Pleas." One notice thet the Statesman carried

ama in for ridiculs in the Argg§.4 A Czapksy's medioine .

1. Asshel Bush to M. P. Desdy, June 28, 1889.

2, BSpectator, June 12, 1866: "The Statesman doesn't in-
apire enough confidence for ads." =

3, Statesman, Margh-18, 1860.
4. Argus, June 28, 1866; and January 29, 1859.
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olaimed all sorts of wonderful properties, as & result of
which the Statesman was dubbed "Czapksy's Organ" and every

one knew what paper was meant.

The Statesman prided itself on being more than a
local papsr. Bush was forced to make such elasim becsause
his paper followed the seat of government from Oregon City
to Selem to Corvallis and back to 3alem. When he returned
to 3alem after his brief sojourn in Corvallis, he stated,

"We have never published & logsl paper, an

Oregon City, Salem, or Corvallis paper, and

never expect to. The Statesman has been pre-

eminently an.Oregon journsl and will continue

to be such.”

A resding of the 3tatesman fi}sa from 1861-1863 shows
that Bush lived up rather well to the tenets set forth in
the first issue, March 28, 1851.2 Some of these g&i&ing

rinciples were as follows: to uphold the interests and
rogperity of the territory, to be democratic in polities,
to preserve the integrity of the Dewmocratic party, to be

or universal toleration in religion, and to advocate truth,
emperance, ete. The editor after completing the tenth

olume said:

"From its first issue to the present, for
ten yeare it has uever familed to appear on

1. Statesman, December 18, 1855.
2., BStatesman, March 28, 1851.
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the regular day of publication. It has never
tied itself to the personsl fortunes of any
candidete, but has always sought to esrn a
generous support by & bold, outspoken main-
tenance of such measures as the country de-
mands. How well it has succeeded in this pur-
pose the patronage the public have seen fit

to bestow on it mey snswer.

It has denounced all manoer of humbug
speculations and all rotten candidates for of-
fice, and has unveiled pretension, hypocrisy,
and personal puffery whensver they have been
thrust upon the publie. In retalistion we are
opposed with a bitterness unknown in the his-
tory of newspapers here end perhaps anywhere
else."l

Although the editorisl page has reflected so much
of personal animus, much can be gleaned from it concerning
the attitude of the editor om the soeial, religious, eco--
nomic and ethieal guestiona of the day.

The editor of the Statesmsn was a decided believer
in the superiority of the white race. Any agreemsnt shown
with General Wool in his criticism of the whites in their
treetment of the Indians did not rise from any particular
fondness for the red man.

He concurred with the opinlon expressed by Joqn Mont-
gomery, Indian agent in 3t. Louis, when he said that he had

little sympathy wi th Indian missionary aativitiea.z He camn~
sidered any attempts to civilize them highly unsuccessful.

1. Statesman, Msrch 11, 1860.
2. pBtatesman, October 14, 1856, and May 26, 1857.



51

In fact he thought the Indisns little better then animals,
expressing his belisf in the futility of msking tresties

and contracts with them. This is shown by the following

editorial written during the period of treaty meking in the

fifties:
"The truth is thet Indisn treaties and

the ascknowledgment of Indian title to any por-

tion of the soil are down right unmitigated

humbug. They are calculated to give the In-

diens too great an idea of their own import-

ence end in fect, their effect is to raise the

degraded and bestial savages at least in their

own estimation to & political equality with the

whites...s Justice and humanity require that

gome care should be extended by our government

over the Indians, who in the Vvery nature of

things are compelled to give way to the 1

'"manifest destiny' of a superior race, eto...."

The faoct that he hailed from Massachusetts did not
make him sympathize with abolitionists. From the first he
had no love for negroes and criticized abolitionists as
"nigger-loving demes" or "old grsnnieaf; He opened his pa-
per to both sides of the guestion, but we shall see when we
consider the political situation of the time that he did
this for expedisncy. His support of Lincoln came becauss
his love of the Union would not let him follow those who
went against it. He broke with the president when he could
not follow his emancipation plan. In 1857 he wrote:

"Wie believe that the African whatever his

1. 3Statesman, November 23, 18E&8.



pominal condition, is destined to be the ser-
vant and subordinate of the superior white
race, aud that it is best for both races that
that servitude and subordinstion should be
regulated by law. 4nud we believe, slso, that
the wisdom of man has not yet devised a syatem
under which the negro is as well off as he is
under that of Ameriocan slavery."

This attitude which he frequently expressed brought
forth much bitter eriticism from the anti-slavery forces.?
Not long after the Civil War broke out, Asshel Bush
went east and wrote to the 3tatesman from various poiuts
aloug the way. He visited Oberlin College where he was
tﬁoroughly disgusted with the pro-negro feelings. His im-
pressions were as follows:
"On the whole I found Oberlin guite up to
its unenvisble reputation for practical negro
equality and more dagarviug its cdorous name
than I had thought."
43 the time for the emsncipation drew mear the Ststes-
men made clear Bush's stand on freeing the negro:
"Bush is what he has been at the start—in
favor of mainteining the Government at every
hazard to the last extremity. He wouldn't de-
stroy the government either to enslave or
libersate niggers; he believes it to be a govern-
ment of white man, and if the liberties of that

race can be preserved, he regards it of compara-
tively little consequence what fate betides the

1. 3Stetesman, August 4, 1857,

2. Argus, June 20, 1857. Adams offered to make "Chick"
8 slave since he thought slaves were well cared for.

3. Statesman, October 28, 1B&l.
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nigger. It [Statesmer] will not give in its
adhesion to eny scheme that looks to the liber-
ation of the slsves &s the principal eud to be
attained and makes the preservation of the Unionm,
if ccnsidered at all, a secondary consideration.
We are for the Union first and union only. He
who is not on our platform, had better examine

his heart aud see if he is not either a pro-nigger
or anti nigger traitor."

When many years hed passed by, Bush still showed that
he had not changed his mind about the negroes. In 1889 he
hed a lengthy correspondence with Deady sbout the propriety
of the term"Rebellior’ and"Civil Waﬂg'Bush refusing to have
his name used with the term rebellion. At the time he re-
viewed his opinion of Stephen A. Douglas and reiterated his
belief in the inadvisability of the emancipation.a

He viewed with approvel the sttempts in the state to
diseriminate sgainst the Chinese. In his correspondence he

sdmitted & personsl distrust of tham.5

l. BStestesman, December 8, 1lB62.

2. Asehel Bush to M. P. Deady, 4April 29, 1889, "I never
sympathized with the negro guestionm in sny form. I had no
reason to expect that Lincoln would omit sny opportunity of-
fered by the war to strike at slavery, but when the tremd
in that direction towards giving him the ballot was manifest,
my ardor cooled. I considered theun and now that asct was a
orime egainst civilization and I have no quarrel with any
act of the southern people to prevent the domination to their
politics by that vote. I do not think the negro should be
edmitted to the suffrage north or south. If the white peopls
cen not properly govern without the assistance of the negro
they had better abdicate and let the negro try it."

3. Ibid., July 7, 1866.
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Although he showed this extreme racial prejudice and
s belief in the "white man's destiny”, he did not view with
approval any attempt to foster distrust of the so-called
foreign groups in our country. He criticized Dryer for his
anti-Jewish fealinss.l Perhaps this was due to the fact
that he was playing for politicsl votes; yet his attitude
here gseems consistent. He attacked the same editor for
gasting aspersions on the German-borm element in Oregom by
saying,

"This merry making over the inability of

adopted citizens to speak plainly our lan-

guage is worthy of a Enow-Nothing sheet."®

Bush's family were Universslists, a sect which seems
to have been rather liberal.’ He himself, did not advooate
any one denomination, but evidently leaned toward the Uni-
tarian faith inasmuch as his funeral service was conducted
by the Rev. Charles Eliot, well-knowvn minister of the Church
of Qur Father, Unitarian, in Fortlend.

Throughout his sditorisl carser he showed tolsrance
toward all sects. This is evident in his stand on the Know-
Nothing agitation in 1854-1856 and in his sttitude toward

the Mormona. He denounced those who heckled a Mormon meet-

l., 3tatesman, October 5, 1BESB.
2. Statesman, March 9, 1858. -
3. Joseph Gaston, op. cit., p. 267.
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ing,
"If any prefer not to hear them, they have

but to remein awey. Religious toleration li

a marked feature of our free imstitutioms.

In 1865 he visited 3alt Lake end wes greatly impres-
sed by the industry of the Mormons. He indicated in a let-
ter to Deady that he liked the Mormon plan of collecting
g8ll of their members together and expressed his wish thaet
the Methodists might be herded together instead of scatter-
ing &l11 over the earth "troubling other paople."a

On various occasions Bush expressed his belief in
the desirability of complete sepsration of spiritual and
temporal affairs. In 1869 he objected stremuously to the

governor's proclamation for & day of Thanksgiving.

"Wea believe that the appointment of days
of public thanksgiving as feativities of a pure-
1y religious character, by the secular authorities
is a custom for the continuance of which there
exists no good resson. The office of the execu-
tive is pursly temporsl and has and should have
no connection with religious affairs. If there
is a need of setting apart of stated times for
grateful remembrance of a protecting and assist-
ing Providence, let the accleaiaatigal officers
designate the times and cccasions.”

Lest this be considered prompted by hostility toward

Governor Whiteaker the resder may note that he had expressed

l. Statesman, July 28, 1857,
2. Asshel Bush to M. P. Deady, September 29, 1865.
3., BStatesmsn, December 27, 1889,
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a similer sentiment in his Massschusetts paper in 1849.1

A similar attitude as to the separstion between state
and religion was shown when he eriticized an attack mesde on

s ocandidate for office because of hias lack of religious

faith.2

Clerical politicisns were an snathema to him.3 On
geveral occasions he lashed out with inveotive against med-
Ldling olergymen, charging that "clerical opposition has us-
ually been on the unpatriotiec side."4

A lively duel ensued between Bush snd the Heverend

Mr. Pearne of the Pacific Christian Advocate. The latter

insisted that the Constitution forbade the paying of money
from the treasury to those who invoked a blessing in the
legislature, asylum, or the penitentisry. The Statesman
sditor retorted:
"If there can be no praying without paying,
and the members think it important to have it,
let them pay for it.... We hope and believe

that while the human race shsll need them, such
men will be found without depending upon pen-

| l. Westfield 3tsnderd, November 28, 1849.

2. Stetesmsn, June 16, 1857, "When a men, competent and
worthy, is opposed on sccount of his belief upom the subject
of religion, we hope it will ever be with the sazme successes
a8 in Mr. Robbins' case (who was elected although charged
with being an atheist)."

3. BStatesman, June 23, 1857.

4, Statesman, September 23, 1856,
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sioned hirelings (a term, by the way, often ap-

plied by the opposition to Bush) of the stste

who would fain peddle prayer with as mueh of 1
an eye to the main chance as old Isaac of York."
Continuing discussion about state chaplsins he said,

"As to the Lunatic Asylum we do not see how
they are to suffer much by the loss."

When Bush was Superintendent of the Penitentiary,
prisonera complained that they were deprived of the consola-
tion of religion. His reply tc this charge gives a good in-
gight to the humor of the men. In the Oregonisn an inter-
view was written about Bush's view on the matter. He in-
sisted that the complaint was a reflection on the preaching
of Rev. J. L. Parrish, who it seems preached vividly of the
"wreth to come".

"If that don't comstitute the consolation

of religion I feil to understand the meaning

and that is ths only kind suited to those fel-

lows. The modern soft-handed style would not

take effect on them. Even with the vigorous

sort I doubt if the crop of saints will be

found very lerge. Father Deilmen hes been in-

vited to hold occasional services, but he don't

geem to have faith in the field."

Seriously, though, his religion seemsed a Very' prac-
ticel code of doing good to those who needed it. Oncse he
said half facetiously that "The steple prayer I was bred

on ren 'be = father to the fatherless and the widow's God'".?

1. 3tatesmsn, 3eptember 8, 1857.
2. QOregonian, August 8, 1879.
&, Asahel Bush to M. P, Deady, February 10, 1867.
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Few were able to estimate the good that he did for numerous
individuals as we shall see when we mention a few of the
tributes paid him at the time of his desath.

When he was in the EZegst in 1861, he visited the
church of Henry Ward Beecher. His comments on the famous
preacher are interesting. He expressed disappointment in
him by saying,

"....That he iz an able man nomne can gainsay;

but he has sn accent and air of court heighten-

ed by long soap-locks pushed behind his ears,

unworthy of his mind and fame. He seems to me

to affect the toni, msnner and appearance of an

0ld time parson."”

As he grew older, he expressed no assurance of a be-
lief in personal immortality, In 1871 he wrote:

"esssIl notice how swiftly time flies.... Does

it seem to psss more guickly as we grow older?

If so, what is left to you and I will seem

scant enough when we come to near ite end and

look back upon it. Msn's 1life should have been

a thousand years. As it is he is not prepared

to live before he is fated to die. The con-

tewplation of the end is not plessant. I hope

it will be less distasteful =3 we approach it "8
It is interesting to add that he lived some forty years af-
ter this utterance and reiterated his belief many times.

The Temperance question became an issue in Oregon in

the fifties. The Maine law was discussed throughout the

1l., Statesman, July 8, 1861.
2. Asshel Bush to M. P. Deady, May 6, 1871,
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United States snd Oregon reflected the same interest. Bush
took a firm stand sgainst Prohibition, pertly from convie-
tion but more from politiesl reasons.l The Whigs seemed to
espouse the idea, as Woodward says:

"The Whigs worked hand in glove with the
Maine law associastion. Both saw in Oregon
democrecy the personification of evil and in
Asshel Bush the Mephistophelianm marshall of
that host. Bush disliked prohibitionists.

He disliked Whigs. He detested the allisnce
of the two. He could find only evil in any
man, party or issue that _would draw votes from
his Democratic machine.”

Since the editor of the Argus, "Parson Billy Adams"
and Dryer, "Toddy Jep", embraced the prohibition movement,
Bush was certain to oppose it. He did this by ridicule and
azgument.s He d4id not think that the prohibition law could
be enforced in the sparsely settled territory, and cited
instsnces of the difficulty in the sastern states. Then,
too, he did not believe that evil could be abolished by
legislation. To him a rigidly enforced licensing seemed more

prectical. The editor of the Argus made much of this reasan-

1. Conversation with Mr., Bush, 1939. Bush was moderate
in his use of liquors. B. F. Eardingtnoe gaid within the
presence of A. N. Bush that he had never seen Mr. Bush ino-
toxicated.

2. W. C. Woodward, op. cit., pp. 63, 64. Quoted by J. E.
Caswell, "The Prohibition Question in Oregon", Oregon Higtor-
ical Quarterly, XXXIX (September 1938), p. 246.

3., Statesman, May 2, 1854, and December 6, 1853,
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ing and tried to comnect him with other forms of licensed
vice.l Bush refuted his charges but the attack sesmed to
f£fit in well with the attack on the advertisement that Bush
oarried for a certain patent medicine. For many issues
Adams dwelt on the matter of the "Czapkay" advertissment.
Considering the period in which he lived,we would

not charge the editor with ultra-counservatism toward women.
In 1858 & woman named Ada M. Weed came to Salem to lecture
on women's righta.2 Although Bush made a point of reporting
gsome of her ideas, he refused to give her publicity by a
lengthy tirade agasinst her. He believed the true sphere of
the women was in the home but he counselled a moderate at-
titnda.s When the matter came under discussion about the
exemption of & wife's share of the donstion c¢laim, he upheld
the law which saved her share from being seized for debts in-
ourred by the husband.

As a Journslist,end later as superintendent of the
superintendent of the penitentiary, he expre;aed & desire for i

A
speedy and effective Justioe.* He believed in prisoners be-

1. Argus, June 20, 1857.
2., Dtatesman, Hovember 30, 1858.
3, Statesman, November 9, 1858.

4, Statesman, November 24, 1857.
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ing put to work snd he was a firm believer in cepital pun-

ishment, not only for capital crimes but for the repetition
of crime after several pardons or parulss.l He took a de-

oided stand against the poliey of hemging a eriminal in pub-
lio.

When he was superintendent of the penitentiary, he
magintained strict discipline and was criticized for his
bestowal of merit points. It seems that points were award-
ed for good behavior, but Bush differed from the previous
sdministration as to the interpretatiom of the word "good%

He said that ordinary good behavior was the expected type

in a prison, and to win merit points prisomers would hsve to
do something of an extraordinary nature. He didn't think
that the prisom should be & Very comfortable place and ordsr-
ed the plainest kind of food. When he was ssked about this,
he said that they hsd plenty of plain food but he didn't be-

lieve that any of them would suffer from gout.z

He locked with alarm on what he considered the increcse
of erime snd offered the suggestion that the whipping post
might be introduced into Oregon and that the death pesnalty

should be axtended.s Despite his sdamant attitude toward

1., Statesmen, December 29, 1857,
2, Oregonisn, August 8, 1879.
3. Oregonian, August 18, 1879.
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| gonfirmed criminals, he evinoced a sympathetic attitude to-
ward first offenders =snd toward those who had dapandenta.l

Like the "proverbial Ysnkee", Bush took a very prac-
tical view in the matter of economic development. Time af-
ter time through the columns of the 3tatesman he urged the
importance of & sane development of Oregon's resources. He
pointed out the fool hardiness of leaving a well-establish-
ed business for the mines. Much of the time his admonition
went unheeded. At the time of the Frezier gold strike in
1858, he advised I

"Keep cool, you couldn't mine now if you

were there snd had better stay at home &nd

attend to your business if you have any. If

the mines are rich and wide spread it will

be ample time to go when those facts are es-

tablished. If they are pretty much of & hum-

bug as we incline to believe, you will have

saved morals (for in that case you will swear

soms), money, and moccasins by remaining at
home.,"

When he was amccused in 1862 of creating erronecus
impressions about the mines, he insisted that a tremenduous
system of humbug wes practised to draw people in thsF re-
gion for the benefit of private speculstion.

"That very considerable sums have been and
are flowing out of the mines, we have no rea-

son to doubt, but comsidering the number of
people engaged in digging it, the sums are

1. Asahel Bush to M. P. Deady, July 31, 1882. [Letter
about Jo Osborne's boy)]

2. OStatesman, July 20, 1BE8.
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not large to each individual."l

For fsiling to overpraise Oregon's resources he was
geverely criticized.a He did not deny that Oregon bhad much
rain snd the winters were often dissgreeable, but on the
other hand he pointed out the possibilities for farming and
for the development of a great industry from timber.?

Oregon seemed unproductive to him and he insisted
that the most natural mode of production was labor. 4s late
as 1659 in an editorisl "Verbum 3apientibus™ he dealt with
the number of consumers a&s compared with producers. ﬁe felt
that there were too meny professions for the population and
"except for those engaged in mechanical and laborious pur-
guits the number of psople employed is greatly disproportion-
ate to the population."4 He said that & good vegetable gar-
den was a rarity. Farmers seemed to be wanting in managemsnt
and were more interested in chimerical ideas, hoping to get
rich within a very short time. During the hard times he did

not hesitate to aay‘that the Oregonisns were improvident.®d

l. BStatesman, Septembesr 15, 1B&2,
2. Statesmsn, September 18, 1862,
3. Staéeaman, March 19, 1863.

4, Statesman, November 11, 18859.

6. Statesman, August 16, 1859.
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Even befors he became the well-known banker he advo-
cated a sound currency. He deplored the green back ourrency
of the Civil Wer and expressed himself very vehemeutly along
these lines. In his editorials he insisted that the new
currency should not be legel tender for debts contracted be-
fore the war. VWhen people in Oregon attempted to pay for
the Statesmsen with green backs (shin plasters as he called
them) he said:

"We have thus far uncompleiningly taken pay-

ment of dues to this office legasl tender notes

at par.... We cannot pay out a bill for more

than its market valuse—at present ninety centas

on the dollar. We will not ask our workmen to

take them for more than they can use them for."

He did not consider the issuance of these notes es
a mecessity of war. They dissrranged the currency and would
bring financisl distress and ruln according to his idess.

When Matthew P. Deady borrowed & thousand dollars
from Bush during the period of the greemback currency, Bush
asked Deady to insert s coin ocleuss in the note. This was
probably done to mske Deady & little more aware of the un-
desirability of gresen backs since he did not seem so per-

turbed as Bush.?

1. 3tatesmsn, December 15, 1862,

2. Asahel Bush to M. P. Deady, April 16, 1863. "The
only reason why I wanted coin expressed was that in case
you should be called to Abreahem's bosom.... It is all
right; however you will not die before payment unless you
dis before you are prepared,"
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The same belief in sound money preveiled in the late
nineties. He and Pennoyer had many a round on this aubject.l

Bush did not believe in saddling a community or state
with debts. He took & stand agsinst the incorporstion of
Salem becsuse he felt it would mske possible unwise expendi-
tures.? His paper was friendly to the Agriculturel Society
(which beceme the State Fair) but when they wanted special
appropriations he openly opposed it, maintaining that if
gpecial appropriztions were masde "our Treasury would never
agein heve occasion to report a balsnce."®

He cherished s regard for orderly government snd re-
buked Dryer for his suggestion of establishing = vigilsance
committee.% When Isaac Stevens declared martial law in his
gtruggle with the Indian problem, Bush in the editorisl page
declared that Steven's offense was t;eated too lightly.5
He warpmed Washington Territory to guard its liberties. That
brings up an interesting sidelight that is not mentioned

very often and that is thet Bush did not hesitate to comment

1. Leslie M. Scott in the Oregon Statesman, March 29, 1931,

2. Territorial Papers, Petition No. 10890.
8. 3tatesmsn, April 3, 1860.

4. Statesmsn, August 26, 1856.

b. Statesman, September 16, 1866.
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on problems in the territory to the north of Oregon. There
were individusls who wanted him to do this but d4id not want
the pressure too strong becsuse Washington Territory was
averse to "foreign interference."l

As late in the fifties Bush felt it proper to declare
his attitude on dueling. Several editorials expressed his
disapproval of this means of settling difficulties. Oregon
hed an interesting incident along this line. When Mr. Bush
was away on one of his trips his editor, Beggs, was threat-
ened—1in fact-—challenged for certain remarks he had made
about a letter signed "Couer d'Aleune". Mullen chsllengsd
Beggs to meet him on an island in the Columbia; however,
Beggs objected to the selestion of the place and said that
he was sending a bottle of strychnine instead.?

One view expressed by the editor sounds very modern.
The ecapital question brought forth meny arguments about the
Constitution. The continual reference to the document pro-
voked Bush to write:

"The imposing name of Constitution is
thrust forward on every oeccasion as though

there sctually were & question here in refer-
ence to it. The use of the neme of ths Con-

1. B. P. iAnderson to Asahel Bush, March 1, 18&0.
2. OStatesman, November 30, 1BE6.
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stitution presumes upon the ignorance of

the pecple and is = dOWEright insult to

whomscever it is used.”

Like his friend Deady, Bush was to be remembered for
some of his early utterances about education—remarks, some
of which were to sound very out of date in later years. He
was opposed to state education for several ressons: first,
he believed Oregon too sparsely settled; second, psrents in
Oregon were sble to pay for their children's education; snd
third, people would take insufficient interest in hiring com-
petent teaohsrs.g His own children were educated in private
schools and his correspondence has many references as to his
interest in their education.

Lastly, his view on the changes in history will show
the well balanced character of the man.

"History consists not so much in the mere

smoke of battles, the blustering of diplomsats,

the downfall of cabingis or the rise of new

dynasties, as in thosepbut often guiet changes

which permanent%y affeet & people either for
good or worse."

1. Statesmsn, May 25, 1852.
2. Statesman, September 29, 1857.
3. Jtatesman, Jsnuary 17, 1860.



CEAPTER IV
PIONEER BANKER

The most enduring foundations for Asshel Bush's fame
were laid in the field of business. To his countemporaries
efter 1863 he beceme best knmown as a banker. At the time
of his death great tribute was paid his financial ability.
The Morning Orezonisn stated that he was one of the eerly
financial geniuses of the West.l The Oregon Statesman re-
marked that men who had watched the growth of Oregon from
the time that it was & wilderness to the time of his death
generally agreed that no one had had such an influence,
through his discernment in affairs of finance, trade and
commerce and-his unselfish and disinterested desire to wit-
ness the economicel utilization of the partially ds?eloped
resourcea.? Although Bush did not belong to the earliest
group of immigrants, those individusls who have been im-

mortalized in litersture becsuse of the romance of the fur

1. Oregonisn, December 24, 1913,
2., ©Statesman, December 23, 1913,
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traede and the Oregon Trail, we must remeghar that when Bush
game to Oregon in 1850, it was still a wildernsss.l Men
who have worked for him testified anmd still do to his shrewd
business acumen, but they also temper it with a staunch
avowal of the unknown good he did in making smaller business
ventures possible and of integrity in business daalinga.z

If not yuite penniless on his arrival in Oregon, Bush
possessed little or mo cepitsl of any kind. In fact, he
borrowed money to buy the Statesman after he saw that it was
to his adventage as well as the party's for him to have a
free hand in the enterprise. If one were to belisve Dryer
snd other editors who did not succeed in securing the "polit-
iocal plum" he had one of the most lucrative political offices
in the territory. He denied this in the Statesman by point-
ing out how much more California spent for its printing, but
in 18566, when he considered giving up the paper for snother

venturs sinee he said that the paper was a regular "tread-

1. T. W. Prosch, "Notes from a Government Document on
Conditions in the Fifties", Oregon Historicel Querterly, YIII,
(June 1907) p. 193. Communication was very poor. There were
two steamboat routes, one from Portlend to Astorie; and the
other from Portland to Oregon City. A4As lete as 1856, esll mall
routes in Oregon were 986 miles, 729 of which were trails
sultable only for horses.

2. (a) Oswald West, Oregon Journal, December 13, 1913,
(b) E. B. Millard, Conversetion, July 1939.
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mill™ he urged Deady to assume the comntrol for he said,
"You cen meke a good deal of money out of

the concern, much more than you can as Judge

sese You can keeép and make the Statesmen of-

fiee the best property in Oregon, in a pecuni-

ary view. I state what I know when I say it

will afford you an unfailing income.... The

extent of that income or rather a portion of

it of courie depends upon the retention of the

printing."

The amounts gained from the printing seem rather
high Judged from leter prices paid, but in later years, as
at the time, Bush insisted that they were commensurate with
other prices in Oregon. The territorial papera in the
Library of the Historicel Society are very enlightening be-
cause they show exectly for what he was paid; everything is
down, even items like an insertion for a warning sbout the
foundation of the Capitol. When Harvey Scott in later yesrs
made en investigation about the so-caslled state printing
steal,he was unable to find any fraud on the part of Bush
when he checked past records. At any rate in his correspond-
ence with Deady, Bush did not show any nervousuess at having
back records searched, for as he indicsted, if there had been
the desire to steal on his part the charascter of the comp-

troller, Elisha Whittlesey would have prevented i1t. In fact,

1. Asshel Bush to M. P. Deady, November 2, 18566 (private).

2. BSowe of the Territorial Papers which indicate charges:
Numbers 10983, 10439, 10459, 9354.
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letters in the files show how carefully the comptroller
checked the expenditures of the priuting.l One instance is
the time Whittlesey refused to pay for the indexing of the
Jjournal which he sesid was the Secretary's duty apd B. F.
Harding, the Secretary, had to take care of the matter.?
Although Bush suffered a set-back finsneially when
he lost & pnew printing press in a disaster &t sea, the
Marion county assessor's records show that he was rapidly
gaining & fortunme in the territoriel daya.3 Long before he
entered into the benking business he was lending money to
his essociates. The rates seem exorbitant, but they meed to
be considered in their time. Some of the notes were written
for ten per cent per annum, but most of them indicate a rate
of two per cent per month. He was lending money not only
to men in Mariom County, but to men in Portland snd even in

Washington Territory. 4n interesting deal was nearly consum-

l. Territorial Pspers: HNumbers 9360 and 7361 will serve
as typical papers. These are filed under Bush, Asahel, by
numbers. ZEsach number on the cards is followed by a brief
statement as to the contents.

2. Territorial Psper Number 9360: Allowing 450 sheets
to the ream instead of 480, to provide for wastage and bad
sheets and you have 14 resms exactly. This is a liberal
allowance end ought properly to fall upon the printer and
not upon the government, more especially when the cost of
printing is so high as it is in Oregon.

8., Marion County assessors' records: 1854, $6200; 1865,
1000; 1856, $6060; 1857, $16,000; 1858, $24,000; 1859,
25,300.
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mated whereby Bush would have lent money to B. P. Anderson
with which he was to buy a press so that he could become
publie printer there, but politics in the north prevented
the deal.l Well-known men like Stark were borrowing money
from the Salem man.a Through such loans he secured mort-
gages on very valuable FPortland propsrty. Some of his po-
litical control no doubt came from the finanolial obliga-
tions to the editor. This is proved by letters from public
officials who were glad to ask Bush to help them out when
they found themselves in difficult poaitiona.3

Bush invested his money in various enterprises. He
became & member of & mercentile establishment with Lucien
Heath; he owned the Salem Foundry, was president of the
Salem Flouring Mills, had an interest in the Ssalem Woolen
Mills and in the Oregon Steam Navigation Company.4 Some
of his money was put into lend; in eddition to the family

estate he owned land out in what was called Wallasce's

1l. B. P. Anderson to Asshel Bush, December B, 1858.
2. John MacCracken to Asahel Bush, July 24, 1859.
3. Nat Lane to Asahel Bush, May 14, 1857.

4. Portraeit snd Biographicsl Record of Willsmette Val-
ley, Oregon (Chicago: Chapman Publishing Company, 1903)
p. 16B.
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Prairie, near Eeizer today. The Ziebers, Bush's wife's
people, had settled in this part of the country.l

His greatest influence wes exerted as & banker; a
great share of Salem's and Marion county's business was
financed by his institution which was the first bank in
Salem. As the bank entered its sixtieth year, the Capitol
Journal reviewed the activities of the establishment:

"The history of the Ladd and Bush bank

represents the development of the Willamette

valley. 4 glance through its archives finds

among the thousands of patrons the names of

nearly all who have had an outstanding part

in the establishment of agricultural and

commercial relatioms. It is in the substan-

tiael banking house at 3tate and Commercial

streets that the heart throb of this va%lay,

a distinet valley in itself, are felt."

In 1668 the bank of Ladd and Bush was organized in
Salem. The partnership consisted of the Ladd and Tilton
bank in Portland snd Asshel Bush. This year which marks
the seventieth anniversary of this finsncisl institution
seems & fitting time to review its hiatory.a They selected
a site on the cornser of State and Commsrcial where the
first unit of the banking house that remsins in use today

was erected. The bank ovpened for business on Marech 29,

1. Statesman, Novembsr 14, 1929,
2. Capitol Jourmsl, March 29, 1929.

3., This information is really a resume of the material
found in the Ledd snd Bush Annual (1930), pp. 1-5.
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1869. The capital investment was $50,000; at the end of the
firat day the depoaitswers $1450.1 Interest on loans at the
rate of twelve per cent was colleoted in advance. At the
end of the first year the dsposits were $80,000. Pionesrs
were distrustful of banks.

In 1882 Bush bought the Ladd and Tilton shsare. From
that date he was sole owner, although he retained the old
name. By 1890 the bank deposits stood at $900,000. With
the increase of business came & necessity for enlarging the
bank building but the original unit was kept.

The next decsde wes harder going. 1900 found the de-
posits at $1,000,000 with caesh on hand of $900,000 anﬁ its
loans wers reduced one-half.

The fourth decade ended with deposits of two millionm
dollars. It was in this period that the bank was incorpor-
ated. The fifth decade brought the death of its founder,
December 23, 1913.2

It is now in its eighth decade and still stands as

.

1. Ladd and Bush Seventieth Anmiversary Publication (1939)
"Today investments are 7000 times the total of the first day."

2. Ibid., Mr. Bush lived to see the remodling of the
building in July, 1912. "Under the eye of the foremost Pacif-
io Coast architect of the day, colorful Itelian marble had re-
placed the wooden fixtures of old. This Breccia Pavanazza
marble, with its delicate natural designs carefully matched
to form figurss such &e8 that of the Spanish Lady to be ssen
near the main eutrance, is a work of Beauty that still at-
tracts the eye of all visitors.™



75

a bulwark in the community, having weathered every financisl
erisis. It has pnever closed its doora except according to
lsew. Chsnges have occurred in its size but it is essential-
ly the bank th=t the pionser citizen founded.l

Because of Bush's succeas as a banker, his opinion was
sought for new undertakings. It is ssaid that it was a cateh
phraese in loecel commercial ciroles, "Ask Mr. Bush what he
thinks of it."2

When he died, his will showed that he had begueathed
property that was estimated to be worth two million dollars.
This was divided between his son Asahel snd his daughter
Sally. The state of Oregon received $20,000 as an inherit-

ance tax.?

1. Cepitel Journal, Mareh 29, 1929; also coaversation
with Mr, A. N, Bush, 1939, Several things of historical
interest sre found in the bank: 1. The original safe, long
replaced by one of the best vaults in the Pacific northwest,
is geen in the niche in the south wall. 2. On the same wall
hangs & painting of one of Tilton's ships that plied between
Oregon snd China. 3. The outside designs are from the same
moulds that were used for the Ladd and Tilton bank in Port-
land. 4. On the east wall is seen & large picture of Georgs
VWashington that has am interesting history. Tilton bought
it from & second hand store in Hew York thet claimed it had
been taken from New Orleans by one of General Butler's
lieutenants during the time of martial law. It bears the
mark of Kernan, White Guilders, No. 106, Custom Street, Iew
Orleans. 0. The desk of the pioneer is preserved in the
fireplace room and in the directors' room is found some of
the furniture installed seventy yesrs ago.

2., Portrsit and Biographical Record of Willamette Valley,
Oregon, (Chicago: Chapman Publishing Company, 1903), p. 29.

3. Oregoniesn, Janusry 3, 1914,



CHAPTER V
ASAHEL BUSH, THE MAN

Like all politicians, during the years that he was
the voice of the "Clique" he was sometimes inconsistent.
Opportunism and other factors entered in the politicisn's
stand. The editor of the Oregonian took great delight in
pointing out this weekness., The outstanding exsmples, of
course, were his stand on the Indisn war situation and
Lane,

As a father and husband he seemed to be above re-

1 She was born

proach. He married Eugenia Zieber in 1854.
in Princess inne, Maryland, in 1833.% Herfather, with whom
she crossed the plains in 1861, was later surveyor gemeral

of Oregon for several :raa.:l.'la.25 Mrs. Bush was a cul’t:ured

woman, having been educated in the Moraviasn Seminary in

Bethlehem, Fennsylvenia. 3he died 3eptember 11, 1863, leav-

l. The Zisbers were Pennsylvania Duteh, who had origin-
ally come from Austria. Conversation with A. N. Bush, 1939.

2. Joseph Gaston, op. cit., p. 268.

3. (a) Diary of John Zieber, Oregon Pioneer Association

Transactions,(July 1920), p. 336. (b) Spectator, October 21,
1861. An erticle about the errivel of the Ziebers appeared.
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ing four children: Estelle, Asahsl, Sslly and Eugenia.
Bush's correspondence shows his solicitude for his wife's
heslth and grief over her death.

His interest in his children was evident in so meny
ways. In faet, his anxiety over the babies furnished a

good lsugh for Nesmith and Dsady.l When he was left with

his four motherless children, he mede their welfare his first

elaim., Evenings had to be spent at home beczuse they were
lonesome without him. The matter of their education became
his prime concern. His charseter is brought by his solici-
tude for the homesick daughter, Estelle, near whom he re-
mained for several weeks in Pennsylvania until she became
settled in the school 1ife.?

He was greatly provoked when people insinusted that
his wealth had put him in & distinet class. Deady, who
seemed to feel wealth did make e difference, brought forth
geveral rebukes from Bush:

"I feel ineclined to resent the accusation

that I am 'drawn to men' who have sccumulated

wealth. If I thought I held msn in higher

esteem because of wealth and in less because

of lack of it I should despise myself.... If
I like a wealthy man or dislike a pore man it

1. J. W. Nesmith to M. P. Deasdy, March 2, 1856.
2. Asshel Bush to M. P. Desdy, May 11, 1871.
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is for ressons having no connection with their

conditions in these respscts.... Few of my

0ld intimates are now on my list, but of them

there is a full proportion not burdened with

this (and for that matter of the next) world's

good. "1

At another time he voiced his disapproval of the way
certain men were being sélscted for e biographicel portion
of an Oregon history. In his words "impecunious kings must
be exoluded while well provided pretenders may be crowned."?

People who knew ﬁush agreed that he hed s modest na-
ture. He was content to push others into the limelight even
during the days of the "Cquue".a He was never concerned
with poeterity as his friend M. P. Deady, who kept a diery
and preserved his letters with the idea of students of hia-
tory using the material im the future. As early as 18853,
Deady told Bush to leave out vulgarity (as if Deady were any
shining example at that time), "Think how your memory will
suffer when the future Biographer will give your memoriea to
the world, with your black guard letters to mysslf inter-

spersed through the dog-eared volume,"4

1. Asshel Bush to M. P. Deady, Hovember 7, 1870.

2. Asahel Bush to M., P. Deady, August 16, 1888.

3. Charles Moores, Oregon Journal, December 23, 1913,
4. M. P, Deady to Asshel Bush, Jsnuary 19, 1853.
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In 1876 he refused to push himself for the senate and
when Grover promised him a post in one of the capitals of
South Americae he did not seem to desire one.

To those who kpnew him as a friend especially in later
years he was considered & charming, affeble man, but to those
who did not know him he seemed austere and even sometimes af-
fected, but what traits he did possess of this nature were
bred in him.l In the days of the "Cligque" his friends were
genulne in their sdmiration for him. In their correspondence
no word of distrust was expressed of their lsader, although
they admitted that he was sdamant and tenacious in his pur-
pose. To Judge from contemporary papers one would think he
was the most detested men in Oregon, for it is true that he
was cold, and ruthless, in his politicsl tactics. Siunce he
did seem to legad the "Cligue" and was the voice of the Demo-
oratic organization attacks against Bush were really attacks
against the party., One member of the Democratic party ad-
mitted that Bush was the scape goat for the grcup.z He had

a wit whioch could be pleasant or biting as Boreas and this

1., PFrank E. Hodgkin and J. J. Galvin, Pen Pictures of
Representative len in Oregon, (Portland: Farmer and Dairy-
msn rublishing House, 1882] p. 57.

2. W. W, Bristow to Asahel Bush, June 21, 1B60.
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has the lash that held men in the party. Even his friende
spoke of his trenchant tongue and called him "persimmons".

He was no more profane than others who wrote in that
day. His patience was tried to the bresking point by the
vaat amount of work that he tried to do. Those letters
which contain the most swearing invariably are the onea
written with the greatest haste.

His ipnability to bother with clericel details alone
gauged much confusion and made him much difficulty.l During
the days he was editor of the Ststesmsn he would lose re-
ceipts and charge for bills already paid—a fasult which
brought much wrath down oo his head. His som, 4. N. Bush,
remerked that this trait is the remson his father did not
keep a diery and why he did not preserve his records better.

Although in later years business prevented Asahel
Bush from pleying = prominent role in civie affairs, he serv-
ed Oregon in a number of ways. He was a trustee of Willam-
ette Univeraity.z To this school in 1904 he gave a gift of

“$2000 toward & medical building.® From 1882-1893 He was a

l.(e)¥at Lsne to Asahel Bush, March 14, 1860, "Don't be
B0 =-==== careless, hire = man to take charge of your books,
if you haven't time to take care of it yourself." (b) 3.
Horris to Bush, February 3, 1860. "Why not employ someone
to attend to the business department and not continually
make those mistakes."

2. Originel charter for Willamette University, Oregon
Historical Library.

3. Oregonian, May 1, 1904,
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regent of the University of Dregcn.l He was a member of
the board of directors for the Lewis and Clsrk Centeunnial
Exposition. In 1897, Bush was the only representative from
Oregon who attended the meeting of the national board of

charities and corrsctions held in lew York City. Governor

Lord appointed him to this honored poaition.2

VWihen his death occurred in 1913 the papers carried

many tributes. Senator Harry Lane said:

"He was one of the brainiest men who ever

went to Oregon and was one of the best friends

- I ever had, the one I valued most highly of
8ll. He became leader of the Democratie party
through his strong personality. One of the
most incisive writers in the United States, a
man of strong opinions, he saw through sll
shams. He became one of the safesat bankera in
the country. He should have been in this
senate loug ago." |

Another fine tribute was paid by ex-Governor Vest,

who said:

"Mr. Bush was one of the biggest and brain-
iest men this country has ever produced. He
was a real banker and would have succeeded
equally well in any other business. I was
semployed by him for eleven yeara and each day's
association only incressed my sdmiration."®.

The neme of Bush has mesnt mueh to Salem, end will

continue to do so in the future since the name has been

1, 0. C. Pratt to Asshel Bush, March 17, 1887. He used
his influence to secure an honorsry L.L.D. from the Univer-
sity of Oregon.

2. B8ecretary of State's Report for 1897, Biographical
Appendix,

3. Oswald Viest, Oregon Journal, December 23, 1914.



perpetuated for future geuerations.

The most modern elementary school in Salem bears the
name of Bush., This is located near the land where the
pioneer lived for so many yeara. In the school hangas a por-
trait of Asahel Bush given by the family.

Soon after Asahel Bush's death, Miss 3ally Bush gave
to the city some sixty acres of the family estate between
Mission end Lafelle Streets along High to become a city park
at the time of her death. This will preserve the land known
80 long as "Buah's.paature." Bush obtained this land by
trading his originel property in Selem which was located
north of the site on which the Cetholiec school unow stands
for David Leslie's c¢laim of some one hundred acras.l

In the state capitol his neme is insoribed smong
Oregon's foremost citizens. He appears in the mural which
depicte the sdmission of Oregon to the Union.a

Some have called iudge Willisms the "grand old man
of Oregon"-—Asahel Bush could be designated ss the "neglect-

ed man of Gregon."3 Meny men who have done much lsss for

1. Conversation with A. N. Bush, 1939,

2. Guide of the tours points him out as the third msm on
the right from the governor, who is on horseback.

8. 0. Christensen, Grend 014 llan of Oregon; the Life of

George E. Williams, (Unpublished Thesis, 1937) University of
Oregon,
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the state have received more credit in publicetions. The
pame of the pioneer editor does not even appear in the Dio-

tionery of American Biography.




CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

Asehel Bush piayed an important part in the history
of Oregon, 18651-1913, because of his activities =ss editor,
politician, and banker.

The files of the Statesman (1851-1863) give an ex-
cellent idea of the politicsl activities in the territory
and of those in the early days of the state. A4lthough the
paper was highly partisan, the reading of the files helps
the writer to understand the Democratic control during the
Territorial period. In sddition to matters of loecal con-
cern, through the Statesman one learns that Oregon discussed
questions which were issues in the states, e. g. prohibition,
native-Americanism, and slavery. Bush, as editor, devoted
much space to the discussion of these. Until ths lgtter
part of the fifties he succeeded in keeping the slavery
question in the background, end in considering the three
gquestions one may safely say his bitterest attaoks were
egainst the Know-Nothings. He was an ardent admirer of
Stephen 4. Douglaa and it is interesting to see how nearly

his ideas coincided with those of the national leadsr.
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Although much of his influence came through his
Journalistic efforta, he built up a strong politieal or-
ganigation, the leaders of which were designated as the
"Salem Cligue". This group had many enemies, but in spite
of ita ruthless poliey toward securing the "apoils of of-
fice", it stood for honesty in office.

After Bush severed his conunection with the States-
man, his political influence was less prominent, but still
important. He was a member of the Natiomal Democratic
Convention thet nominated Cleveland in 1884, chairmsn of
the 8tate Democratic CeuFral Committes in 1888, superin-
tendent of the penitentiary for four years, and was offer-
ed & post by the national govermment during the Cleveland
sedministration, secretary of the treasury.

Bush also played an important part in the business
development of Oregon, especislly in the history of banking.
Prom the day of its opening, March 29, 1869, to the present
the Ladd and Bush besnk hss been & stable influence, not
only in Salem but in the Willamgtte valley and the state.
The growth of the deposits from $1450, received the first
day, to over $11,000,000 today spesks well for the careful
and wise management of the institution.

Asshel Bush's sctive part in the development of Ore-
gon is mede more colorful snd interesting by a knowlesdge of

his forceful personelity which was full of many contrasts.
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While he was domineering, he was also modest; his humor
though biting st times could be delightful; considerats of
friends and children he waa ruthless in desling with polit-

ieal opponents.
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