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This semester, the Wimberly Library opened up a space for its new Diversity Burrow. This is a collection of a few
hundred books (some newly acquired and some pulled from the existing collection) whose purpose is to provide
a quick, deep dive into the variety of perspectives and life experiences that are represented in our general
collection. Its permanent home, which will be across from Dunkin Donuts, will be a comfortable space for
people to sit down, relax, browse the collection, and get an insight into the wide variety of books they can find
in the libraries’ collections overall. For now, the Burrow’s temporary home is in the first floor lobby, next to the
exhibit cases.
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Diversity Burrow Collection, photo by Sarah Elsesser

Libraries in North America are committed to building collections and designing services that meet the needs of
all people from all backgrounds. This is especially true of academic libraries which have the added responsibility
of building collections that support a wide array of academic programs. We are committed to principles of
inclusion and diversity through our professional associations, such as the American Library Association
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(ALA). The Library Bill of Rights specifies that collections, services, and spaces should serve all members of the
community and that “Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current

and historical issues.” ALA’s Office for Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Services provides resources, policies, and
guidelines for all libraries to utilize in meeting the broad and varied needs of their communities.

Comfy seating in Diversity Burrow, photo by Steven Matthew

The Wimberly Library’s Diversity Burrow is just one manifestation of the FAU Libraries’ efforts to “Develop a
culture that serves as a model of diversity and inclusion for staff and for the Libraries’ patrons,” as articulated in
our strategic goals. Come check out this interesting, eclectic collection of literature, history, art, and more and

broaden your horizons! And, if you find something that piques your interest, check out the same call number
range in the catalog or the stacks and you’ll discover even more.
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Diversity Bufrow Collection, photo by Sarah Elsesser
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