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Culsursl imperialism is a vague, undefined term that has recently
ccme into vogue, primarily in revolutionary circles. Despite the
acbiguous, cliché gquality of the phrase, it 1s of the utmost importance
for understanding relations between developed and underdeveloped
countries. One may tske any aspect of this relationship, from the eco-
nomic to the political, and correctly cz2ll it an example of cultural
imperialism. A1l depend on the importation of foreign ideas, technology,
and institutions from developed countries, with no thought for their
approrriateness to the underdevelop=zd countries.

This observation is useful in recognizing the al’—encompassing char-
acteristic of cultural imperialism. In ad.ition, it gives insight'into
both the roots and the mechanisms of cultural imperialism.

The heart of cultural imperialism is ethnocentricism, the "belief
in the superiority of one's own ethnic cultural group.étﬁthnocentricism
also includes a lack of awareness that one holds a cultural bias. 2n
example of ethnocentricism is apparent in a quotation from Jehn ferassi,
Latin American correspondent for Time. "Latin America's social and
economic structure is decadent, corrupt, imroral and generally unsal-
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vageable." Indeed, ethnocentricism is implicit in all publications

concerning underdeveloped countries, from development "theories to

Business Week and U.S. State Department Bulletins. All inply that U.GS.
technological "know-how" and democratic ideals are the only hope for
regcuing the "Third World" from the dark hinterlands of underdevelop-
ment., This attitude can be termed a modern "White Man's Burden.”

In any realistic study of cultural icperialism, it must be remembered
that raw 2conomic interest is usually Qhe wasis for intervention in
underdeveloped countries. This economic interest 1s then maintained
and facilitated by humanitarian, social, zolitical Justifications.

"ye're doing this for your own good,
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tside from these justifications, waich zerve to draw attention from
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the reality of economic exploitation, a suvudy of cultural imperialism
“hould exarmine both the mechanismz 2nd the resultant impact of foreign
domination.

{for a study of cultural
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futin imericz serves @s tnhe best are
imperialism because it has had one of the longest exXperiences with
imperialism, This has resulted in a raising of consciousness among
Latin Americans that is not paralleled in other areas. Latin Americans
are more aware of their subordinate role, in that they try harder to
measure up. However, this awareness does not lesad to a fejection of
that role. This awareness is also a product of the type of coloniza-
tion in Latin America. |

The Spanish colonization of the New World is one of the few examples
in which pure economic interest was not the primary motive. The con-
quistadores, although they did arrive with an unhealthy éppetite for
gold, transferred Spanish institutionas and cultures to the Neﬁ World.
Klong with those institutions was transferred a general Zuropean pre-
judice against decadent, feudal Spain and its colonies. This served to
set up Latin America for later importations of foreign technology,
ideas, institutions, Justified by the "fact" that Latin American insti-
tutions were hopelessly inadequate for development.

An examination of theearly history of Latin America reveals the ways
in which the area was prepered for modern forms of imperialism, partic-
ularly the cultural type of imperialisz which is so pervasive through-
out Latin America today. The cultural history of the people has been
cene of conditioned inferiority, and it was this way from the outset of
Spanish colonization. The idea of conditioned inferiority, coupled
witn the Zpanish form of colonization establishes a background against
which to view modern culturs! imperialism. Zhe implaniation of con-
é¢itioned inferiority caused bLetin smericzns consistently to look to

other western cultures for models, resuliing in domination.



The ISpanisyds differed in their @tern of colonization from other
oowers of the time because they soupat to 2stablish themselves and

their culture in the New World, Spain nal vean, for a long while, a

a digsunified accurulation of various 4if

: ¢
vl
L

erent cultural and racial
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tzpes. There was no real unity within the reninsula until the time of
the Reconquest. Spurred Dy the ever-present struggle with Islamic
forces, the Church in Spain began a process of self-purification. As
the momentum from this movement increased, the monarchy took up the
cause of the Heconguest and initiated the southward movément to drive
the Moors out. While it was initially concelived as a religlous struggle
against Islam, Isabelle and Ferdinand turned this struggle into a
movement for national unity. Spain organized itself around its religion.

Spain was closely connected with the Church and, in effect, became
its secular arm. Isabelle believed that it was Spain's duty to christ-
ianize the world. Spain's primary objective was to force any culture
it encountered into conformity with its own religious convictions.

The actual congquest of the New World by the Epaniards was not a
particularly long nor difficult process because the high degree of
‘stratification within the pre-colombian societies had already condi-

tioned the people to a relationship of subjugation/domination. When. -

the Spaniards took over the leadership positions within these societies,

the peasantry perceived no change in the system, merely a change in
leadership.

The Indians initially perceived the Epaniards as semi-gods,and this
mistake uas 1ent credence by the smallpox epidemics brought by the

aniards. From one~third to one-nalf of <Zne aflected population died

o
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hecause the natives had no natural imrunity to the disease. It affected

the Indisns psychologically as well. SmallpoxX was an unxnown, swift
and.dﬁfiguring disease. wnile the Indians were able to see that they

ware peing devastated by it, the Zpanizrds, with their natural inmun-—



1ty wore not affected at all, This reinforced thelr perception of
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the Opazniards as god-like beings and thexselves as somebthing less.

ot 21l of the Indians were opposad to tne Conguest in the first
place. lany were sincerely dissatisfied wivn preconquest life, par-
ticularly within Aztec scciety. A great many Indiosns early identified
themselves with their Spanish conquerors and their way of life, even
though they themselves were clearly identified as inferiors and ranked
at the bottom of the social hierarchy. Fany began to wear European
clothing, adcpted the money economy and bought Epanish luxury items.
The Conguest altered the internal structure of native society% With
this early form of cultural imperialism the conditioned inferiority
began to-take root and vice versa.

During the colonial period, the sense of inferiority expanded to
include éll but the Spanish born. The creoles, people of Opanish
ancestry born in the New World, were unsble to compete with the Span-
ish immigrants. They aspired to positions of power and wealth, but
found thern already firmly occupied by the Spanish-born. There was small
chance of any upward mobility for this developing class.

During the eighteenth century, with the zdvent of the Bourbon re-
froms in Spain, all Latin Americans were made more conscious of their
inferior position in relation to Spzain. The Latin imericans considered
thenmselves linked to Zpain only by aliegiance to the same king, where-
as the Bourbons considered that the colonies existed for the sole

benefit and advancement of Zpain. It was a normal Safelle/metropole

Ay

relationship which magnified the sense 0f inferiority in the native-
born and led to an important intellectuzl rcoverent in watin America.

The Latin fmericans looked to -murepe for their inteilectual tradi-
tions, particularly to rrance. Lotin imerican cities became centers of
Inronesn culture. Anytning of indigenousz origin was shunned. Two trends

af tshewght, intimately connpeted 1n the pyin ssericay mind, dominate



2e area in tne eighteenth: century. The two trends were toward Jur-
cnesnization and modernization. Tue modernizing forces were dissemin-
ated from Zur:pe. Fodernization along the _uropesan model reguired

complex changes in intellectual, soclal, economic and pelitical spherses.
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The thoughts which originated in France, that man's position in society
was nct fixed, appealed to the oprressed Lztin Americans.

The problem was that this idea was imported rather than developed
internally. The Latin Americans desired a still clbser relationship
with Burope, the development of which Spain was blocking by maintaining
the colonies strictly for ité own benefit. Greater prosperity, the
iragined result of ~uropeanization, became synonomous with independence
from Spain. The creole intellectuals were awed by the ideals.of the
-3nlightenement and the American and rrench Rgvolutions. When an oppor-—
tunity for indepéhdence arosé in the early 1800's, the latin Americans
were ready to break away.

Yet, even after their poltical liberation, they still directed
their esttention outward. They sought to icpert EZuropezn and U.S5. models
" 2nd impose them upon their own societies in the guest for development.
Indeed, Latin American constitutions were modeled after Zuropean and
North American examples. Their conditioned inferiority was still at
play. They rapidly adopted the Europesan philosophy initiated by Comte -
positivism. This philosophy stressed the progressive nature cf his-
tory. The Laﬁin smericans believed that progress lay in the rejection

f their colonial past, even though this was their only identity.

They believed that they were importing civilization in order to con-

8 e o e L)
ceal an imagined absence of culture.
This type of thinking dominatel during the 1800's in Latin America,

and somewhat into the 190C's. This coincided rather conveniently, for

the United .tates, with its expansionistic age. The IMonroe Joctrine
apneared in 1823% and informed the rest of <ha world tihat the United
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ts hemisphere. This is also

b

States would tolerate no interference in

the tire of *ne War with lexico, in which l.exico lost nearly a third

ol its Eer:itory to the United States. It is the time of the Spanish-
American wWor when the U.5. galned control over Cuba, Puerto Rico, the

¥hilippines and Guam. In the same year as this, the United States
expanded in the Pacific with the acquisition of American Samoa and the
Hawaiian Islands. In order to link the two colonial areas in the
Atlantic and the Pacific, the U.S. found it necessary to help Panama
break away from Colombia so that they could build the FPanama Canal.

Mexico serves as a particularly clear example of what resulted from
the dominance of positivistic thought and the expansionistic spirit
of the United States of the time. Under the rule of Pomnfirio Diaz in
the late nineteenth, early twentieth century, Mexico became the
showplace of Latin iAmerica - especially liexico City became the Paris
of the Latin American world. This "devel-pment" was achieved because
Diaz and his positivistic thinkers felt it necessary to attract foreign
capital, a2t any price? Diaz conceded the foreign domination of the
economy? Investors were granted huge concessions of land in return for
building up liexico's infrastructure. lMexico developed somewhat, but
at the expense of its autonomy. This extreme outward orientation con-
tinued until Mexico exploded in revolution in 1910,because the "devel-
opment had been destroying so many of its people.

This outward-looking development scheme is not merely something out
of %the past. The sense of inferiority ccontinues to the present day.
As one proninent Latin American sociologi.t has said, "“We Latin Amer-
icans have received, more than discovered, new economic, social and
political systems. In general, we have zc¢cepted these systems whole,
.withoﬁt any discrimination, without an awzreness of our own culture,
and without a process of assiwzilation.," The United States took in-
creasing adivantase of Latin america‘s lacx of discrimipation in fol-
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Tne advent of the Second world wur hazd a marked effect upon rela-
tions vtetween the United States snd _svis ~merica. The United States

beceme increasingly sware of latin ~zmerics as the inferior partner in
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otect the United States'
position as a world power. Much emphasis was placed upon the need for
hemispheric solidarity?aﬁilitary security and the restriction of
potential Axdis influence in Latin imerica were prime concerns. There
were two main reasons for the United States' interest in cooperating
with the governments of Latin imerica. Cne was the possibility of an
actual invasion of the Western nemisphere. The other was that the U.S.
war effort increasingly depended upon Latin American raw materials as
the scale of war industries grew and other sources of raw materjals
were closed off. Latin America was 2lso poltically and economically
vulneraple, There was the prospect that Germany might gain considerable
influence in Latin ﬂmericgf The United Ztetes initiated various pub-
lic aid and cultural relations programs, designed to promote coopera-
tion and understanding within the henisphere. Public aid for economic
development was a means of coping with tze -uropean threat. At the |
least, this aid money would increase production of strategic raw mater-
ials, and wouldreplace German capitaf} The cultural relations programs
developed during World War II were "Dy effective use of governmental
and private facilities, in such fields as the arts and sciences, edu-
cation and travel, the radio, the press, and the cinema, vc further
the national defense and strengthsn the tcnds between the nations of
] 13

the Western nemisphere."

The Cold Var, with its threat of OJomnmurism, reinforced the desire
of the United States to bind Latin .zerice to North ~American interests

and values. "¥rom the point of view of U.Z. security, Latin America,

4

vecause of proximity is cne of the zore izportant world sreas.” A
censrzlized Latin imerican resears: ingtizute was advocatad, for the

purpose of annlvsis of Hoviet prosrans znt propaganda, and for the



coordination of =11 U.O. programs, in order to prevent Comnunist pene-
s : .
tration., Cultural relations progr:ns wers toe insure "the presentation
he o .
of the truth," In fact, ouvtright LU.Z., prozaganda wasz encouraged in order
to corba®t +the open presence of Communistz in Latin dinmeruca. Those fav-

oring a more exaggerated U.i. presence pointed out that, while Soviet

aee
F)

and lMarxian publications were readily =nd cheaply available in trans-
lation, "Half a generation of literate people in Latin America is
scarcely aware that Western education, culfure, and scholarship pro-

=
duce either text buoks, treatises, scholarly studies or literature.”

"Far from expecting:that the United States will ?efraln from
any activity, many Latin Americans insist that the United
States ought quite openly to engage in propaganda and other
measures to counteract Communist efforts...liany are surpzised
and bewildered because it has not come into existence.'tl '¥a
Even frank ownership of Latin American newspapers was sug-ested,
merely because the Communists had already done so. The acguracy of
some of thess statements is questionable, although their goal was per-
haps not to be accurate, as much as to incite action against the
Communist threat taking root in lLatin ~rerica.
Behind the United Staftes' ubiquity in Latin America - be it through
‘culbural relations programs, political and military intervention,
econonmic aid or influsnce upon education and academic thinking - lie
certain values and interests which the U.3Z. considers superior to all
dthers. This ethrnocentric view accentuztes thé Latin smerican "con-
ditoned inferiority", for these nations are veing presented with a
‘model %o which they must aspire if they wish to advance, development
itself having been defined in the Western tradition. The United States

attempts to remodel Labin .merican society, and sezms guite unaware

that this action may not be justified. There is an inability to look

3

t Latin ~merica from a Latin .merican svandpoint and to creeste new

¥

conceonts, This is illustrated by the following:



Consolidation of congeninl vzluers and institutions in devel-~
oping countries is an important =2.czent in the U.3. quest for
peace and security, Tts sszvirations in this regard have little
to do with the "ecultural imperialisz” so beloved by Communist
propaganda,. (oca-cola, Juxe boxez, and milksnakes are not
basic ingredients to the succes: ol xmierican sogciety. The basic
ingredients of successful Weshtern society are as much in the
sphere of social organization as they are in technology. If
the developing nations want to find guicker and bebtter paths
to modernization, they must seek cut the positive elements
that have contributed to western sucress,..adapt and adopt
they must if they are to progress, &€

The author of the above passage goes on to state that the U.S. interest
in the transference of institutions is

partly based on the experience that they are more effective
than those offered by the Communist world, that they are
therefore more likely to lead more quickly and more surely
to a stable modern society...rejection of its U.S. form-
ulas for organizing society is vound to heighten its inse~
curities...the U.S5. must seek rejection of the antagonistic
system that ehsllenges its position in the international
community.

National security means nothine more than making sure that the Amer—
ican way of life continues undisturbed by foreign challengers?'
"Congenial values and institutions" are clearly those most con-
ducive to the democratic and capitalistic systems, i.e., U.S. inter-
ests. These include high rates of inve:tment, "generous scope for
jndividual initiative in econonic life, governmental responsibiliﬁg
-
both for a favorable economic climate and for economic progress." The

"stable modern society", presumably democratic, would be open to the

penetration of U.5, capital, and sufficiently indoctrinated in the

24 -
for U.S. exports. This con-
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consumer tradition as to provide 3 nmarke
sumer orientation, end the value struciures of democracy and capitalism,
as introduced in Latin America, serve as a backdrop for political,
military and economic intervention by the United States. Cultural
imperialism serves to Justify and to increzse the efliclency of other
forms of imperialism.

These valueg are inculcated into Latin zerica in a variety of

relations prograpgs, edu-
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ways, including the af

cational systems, models and trheories develcoped in the social sciences,



and through members of the U.S. husines:z cozzunity.
faith that the export of the ifnmerican dbusiness system, U.3. institu-
tions and U.3. values would make the worli safer for democracy, and

an unblinsins readiness to resort to 4
ng
HI-

revolution when other means failed. eanwnile, North Americans

continue in tneir ethnocentricism. Too many look down on the nations
nf
of Latin America, and consider them %o be insignificant. There is an

attitude of pseudo-superiority common among Americans abroad, indeed,
) X
many have a phobia about speaking anything but Snglish. It is inter-
esting to note that it is a much more stringent and lengthy process
for many Latin Americans, such as liexicens or Colombians, to enter
] . 19
the United States than vice versa.

The inter-American culbural relations programs developed during
the war were a major step in the process of binding Latin America to
U.S5. interests. The programs were not limited in scope - one U,G.
government official reported, "We use these terms culture, cultursal
to cover the entire range. of knowledge, technical and otherwise - that
¥xnowledge in which men have a common stake and which In one way or

ng
another can advantageously be shared cooperatively." There is a semi-
mysterious air about these projects which emerges from an apparent
reluctance %o enunciate certain aspects of the programs.
The results of cultural-relstions programs are id their
nature intangible and elusive, consisting as they do of
subtle changes in personal attitudes...The duties of
these cultural realtions officers would not be clearly
defined until after longer experience - perhaps never -
for treir positions are what their ingenuity, culture and
energy make them.
The "Coordinator of Inter-American A77airs" worked through depart-

ments of Information, Basic Zconomy, Cozzerclal and #inancizl, and

3
Transportation - clearly a broad rapoe.f
The categories of accomplishments inzludie: the exchsnge ol pro-
fessors snd astudent ;ravel grants To lzalers cof science, =22ucation
ind the professions; assistance in the maliatepance of american



libraries and the translation of books; erccursgement of culbtural

. .. , . . ; . 2
institutes; and the use of educstional xotion pictures and rad10.3
Jourralists were included in the exchangz=n., These Latlin anmericans

%

were cnoszen "“on the basis of thsir professzicnzl distinction and their

&}

desire to report and interpret democracy in actlon, as cdenmonstrated
in the vast war program‘”aggmmentators, writers, actors, and technical
experts were broﬁght +t0 the United States, to cooperate in the pre~.
paration and broadcasting of programs to Laftin Americg? North American
short—-wavse programs,”broadcastéd eight hours dally, reached a considers
able audience: "a éingle radio chain in Colombia, which was broadcast-
ing English lessons prepared by a local smerican resident, received
thirteen thousand reguests for the small printed textbook which accom-
panied the course." 35,%
Special programs were created for students (future leaders) to
study in the United States becausc it was realized that money was not
enough to change culture, There was a need to educate people to live
"better.” A visit to the United States could demonstrate the benefits
of a change in life-style. Students could change while in North America
and take new customs back with thegibThis motive did not go unrecog-
nized by Latin Americans, however. Brazilian ambassador, Gilberto
Amando cautioned, "Don't become French-men in France, Americans in
the U,S....8tay Brazilians always, in the way you speak and dress and

2%
Denationalization was

above all in your manner of being and living.
a“professional hazard.

The school system plays an extremely important role in cultivating
certain values within a society. Ivan Tllich discusses the relation-
ship between educsation and consumerism and inferiority in Latin Amer-
ica in his article, "Cultural TIzperialism esnd Disestablishing Educa~

atin America." Consumer orientztion znd conditioned infer-
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iority facilitate domination by a foreiz- power (in this case, the

U.4%.) and aid in the manipulation of Latin lmerica towards U.S. inter-



Jllier maintaing that "school initiates to the myth of unend-
39

ing consuzption.” Scheols teach tha®t instruction produces learning -
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the existence of schools produces thz demand for learning. Essentially,
we are taught to need school, (non-professional activity 2nd the self-
taught man are discredited) and to believe that the more we attend

school, the more we learn. This is related to the urban belief that

progress produces something of value, a2néd production produces demand.

School is of one piece with growth economy and industrial pro-
duction. Inevitably the initiation to social reality through
the ritual of schooling teaches the transfer of responsibil-
ity from tradition and self to planning and institution. Inex-
orably, school destroys a rural subsistence-oriented ethos

and substitutes for it an ethos that fits industrial agri-
culture. 29

4s the urban-industrial myths are introduced, the whole society

is initiated into the myth of unending consumption of services. The

A

economic hackwardness of an area is blamed on the low level of school-
ing of the poor, who quickly learn to accept that they are inferior

because they lack schooling.

Inevitably, conversion to the tenets of school inculcates
a sense of inferiority to those who live far from the
c¢ity...The ritual (graded promotions) proclaims the com~
ing of an earthly paradise of never-ending consumption,
and at the same time inculcztes to the wretched and dis-
possessed a sense of guilt for their exclusion from it
(for having dropped out)." H®@

Illich states that "It really doesn't matter at which level you
drop out to accept your inferiority if you have accepted the belief
that more investment of school hours zakes another man more product-

)
Rural groups

1t

ive and therefore entitles him to more consumpiion.
are alienated, degraded and forced into the acceptance of second-
class status. Urban middle-groups, eagerir sesk more schooling in

and to be entitled Lo an

H

order to become a 1ittle less inferio

0

increased amount of consumption.
The United States has actively encouraged the rise of educational

- -

levels throughout Latin America. Iliiteracy "has been declining with

rapidity, stimulated by technical and financial =zid to educa-
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tion froz the United States PIPoint Four rrogram, the CAS, and the
U.x." The igency for International wevelopment has also been a
major source of assistance to "cooperating” countries, pafticularly
in the development of these nations' capzcities to teach znglish,

1965, eignty-eight million dollars was received by Latin America
from 4ID for educational assistance. This figure rose to 155 million
dollars in 1966 - "to reach new levels of educational accomplishment."
AID training programs have been established to increase agricultural edu-
catidébn and introduce modern methods, better seed, and more plant food.
This can'be viewed as yet another extension of North American ethnocentri-

’
cism. Wheat production is seen as a criterion for development, yet it

!
is traditional only to the West. The intended meaning is that in all

ways, including diet and culsine, Western culture is supericr and the
: ' 4o
North American version nearly perfect."
. ' / . . ' . .

There is great emvhasis upon foreign language education in these
programs. "The Peace Corps is and was an educational initiative. We
like to think of it as a university in dispersion, spread over forty-
six countries - thousands of Peace Corps volunteers teaching English."Q%
It is even considered to be superior to native languages - "English

is not only the principal language in international communication but

may well serve as a unifying force in those newly independent nations
HE

'wnern regional languages have persisted as zbrasive forces." Of course,
rnglish is also the language of modern science and engineering.

It is not surprising that the United states would take great inter~
est in promoting education in Latin America. "wducaticn has come to

1

tue foreground as the prime instrument tarough which orderly social

"

In rLatin america, "The spread of education ac-

1"

chenge takes place.
counts in part for the emergence ol the 2xpanding middle groups in
soclety and i1t will probably continue to zroduce a certain 'leveling

un' of social stavus and outlook by siving many praviously isolated



subgroups a comnon educatlonal backgroune.,” Inesze "expanding widdle

greups" are, again, important to rhe Units=: tates in the sense that
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hey are a potential consumer market, Jonsuzar gocds and luxury litems
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ror. the United States (or other Torsign co.ntries) serve as
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pecnanisms and symbols of status =zchievemznts for middle groups who
wish to imitate the national elite.

Studies of the conditions Pelieved necesssry for the development
of a democratic form of government have besn conducted in the various
social sciences in the United States and serve to explain U.S. in-
volvement in education of develeping countries. Seymour Martih Lipset's
work, "Some Social Requisites of wvemocracy: =conomic Develdpment and
Poltical Legitimacy" is one example., Lipcet examineifgcultural pre-

requisites to a successfully functicning democracy." He reports that
the most important single factor which differentiates those giving
democratic responses from others has been 2ducation: the higher one's
education, the more likely one is to believe in democratic values and
supporﬁ democratic practice;{a"Eduoation presumebly broadens men's
outlooks, enables them to understand the need for rorms of tolerance,
restrains them from adhering to extremist and monistic doctz%?es, and
increases their capacity to make rational electoral choices." Education
is deemed not & sufficient, but close to a necessary condition for
democracy. If this is the North Américan'perspective, it is no wonder
that the United States has su?ported'the spread of education in
Latin iAmerica! Lipset also comments upon the importance of middle
groups: "A large middle class plays a mitizating role in moderate
conflict since it is able to reward moderate and democratic parties,
IY

and penalize extremist groups.”

Mocels such as Lipset's must be appro=zcined with caution, however.
His study is an example of the patterned cor fixed ways of thinking

which have besn exported to Latin smerica throush U.S. social sciences -
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cultural imperialism through acadreics. 1t 1is forgotten that things
that happen 1in one part of the world do not zave %o happen the same
way in other parts of the world. Ynsre seexs to be a belief in the
social sciences that theories and methods =zre universally wvalid,
Scholars proceed as if Latin America could be understoed using the
same concepts as those applied to Western zurope and the United States.
Zthnocentric Western observers expect the same combinations, the sane
syndromes, and the same elements to be repeatedTSIt is assumed that
all possible creations of history were exhausted by the experience of
a few countries in a few centuries. "Latin Aimerica 1s secn as one
specific instance of a general.course of events already studied and
fully comprehended."S%gbelopment theories which impose advanced models
of development upon less developed sociefies are one example of such
ethnocentricism.%?®

Studies of "overpopulation" in Third World countries also reflect
this academic ethnocentricism. "The present and emerging rates of pop- .
ulation growth seriously handicap sociloeccnomic advance in many of the
developing countries. In some it has created food shortageé and even
the threat of famine. A lower rate of growﬁ? (that is, a lower birth-
rate) would facilitate their development,ﬁJThe imposition of this
viewpoint distracts attention from the relationship between imperial-
ism and "overpopulabtion". Lipset's article on the requisites of
democracy is also marred by the assumption of universal applicability

of VWestern standards. In a discussion of the main indices of wealth

~merican countries there are

3

he writes, "in the less dictatorial Lati

ninety-nine persons per motor vehicle, as zgainst 274 for the more
) ) 5e

dictatorial ones.”

inztion of academic thought

Ui
i
Q
£
<8

One of the unfortunate results of thi

is the perpetuation of conditioned Inferiority, thereby facilitating

ultural domination. latin imericans are trained, through

(ot
£
!
T
e
=
]
e <
b
wn
ct
(@]

the sociel sclences, to consider themselves as inferior, backwards,



archaic, and hopelessly unstable, The contiaustl n of the "Black
Legend" exenplifies thig. The slacx ~egent ig an interpretation of

exploitation and corruption of the econowic snd political systems
implanted in the New World, This legend contends that Spain's basic
motivation throughout the Conguest and colonization was greed, and
that Spain had absolutely no conscience in her dealings with the
Indians. The religious-missionary aspects o the Conquest, and the
moral and philosophical debates concerning the Justification of the
Conguest and the treatment of the Indians are not given adequate
consideration in this argument. Latin Americans are thus forced to
view their background in the worst possible light, accentuating their
"inferiority."

The short-lived Project Camelot (see Appendix) is an example of
the detached superiority with which many social scientists regard
Latin America, FProject Camelot was a multidiscipiinary study initiated
by the U.3. Army and Department of Defense, with the purpose of” Gerels
oping a model for the prediction and influence of "politically sig-
nificant aspects of social change in the developing nations of the
world," i.e., counter~insurgen9y?oihe list of countries recommended
for study includes.numerous Latin imerican nations.- in-fact, thir-
teen out1bf-the twémty—thﬁee-couﬁtries'onlthe list aréTLatin'AmericanJa
The project was aborted shortly after being publicly exposed in
Crile, where it hadzbeen\scandalousiy dencunced as an!imﬁérialist;

ntervantion-oriented study “intended to investigate the military:

H-

and political situation prevailing in Chile and te determine the
be.
possibility of an anti-democratic coup.” Waatever the actual motives

ind ¢he "rise aad fall" of Prolect Camzloi, it is indicadive of
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the attitude that Latin Americsz skould serve as

o

laboratory for so-

©

Ties.

¢ial scientists who wish to test pet tne

&)

Tme United States has also attempted to dorinate Latin smerica. by
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means of the business community. “ne busiressmen’s role has been seen
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ily integrated with the irportotion of desirable cutural

oatterns through education. The insistence upon educational reform

to mold people into the correct wmodes of development calls for "basic
raforms of teaching rmethods and specialists to meet the needs of to-
morrow...T he foreign business community in Brazil has a clear

esponsibility %o set an example in this matter because of its access
to the technology management metho?ﬁ3and educational systems of the
now highly industrialized nations." Americszn businessmen have also
continued the denigration of the Latin smerican, emphasizing the Latin's
inferiority when judged by US value standards. One article contrast-
ing the US and Brazil asks, "Are the Brazilians good workers?"; and
concludes that they are not comparable, for they are slower and less
interested ih their workﬁuThis attitude 1is paralleled in Mexico by
the following quotation: "Before we came here the campesinos didn't
know and didn't care whet a factory job would mean, A few tortillas
was all they needed to eat, and'for scmeteing to do there was al-

65
ways that wonderful pastime of making sons.”
Happily, this methbd of cultural imperiszlism (inculcation of

values through the business conmunity) seems less successful
than some others. Perhaps it is because the true nature of this form
of domination is less readily concealed. "Take the word profit. The
average American considers profit a reward for work. The average
Brazilian considers it proof that ne's been exploited. He constantly
cenfuses capital with profit...The imericans in Brazil have sold
tneir products well, but most of them have not s0ld the free-enterprise

bio
syatexz at all."

~iF-



culturally as well as economicelly. Lavinz listen to aAmerican
nusic, see asmerican movies, drive fmericzn cars, driok Coca-
Cola, and shop at Sears. The Americen tourist is to be seen
everywhere worrying out loud about the water and food and com-
plaining about the difficulty of making himself understoed in
b

English.”

The above guotation illustrates the extent of, primarily,
United States cultural influence in Latin Amerdica. Briefly,
this aspect of cultural imperialism encompasses the advertise-

ment and sale of foreign imports, changes in the Spanish

language due to the intrusicons primarily

“He said, ‘Hot taco! Another American takes
295 the bait hook, line and sinker?”




of imericanisms, all aspects of popular entertainment and culture,
tourism, and the hagtardization of Indigenous arts and crafts to
it tae ever-growing tourist market.

in the field of advertising anli sale oI consuner goods, U.S.
companies find a fertile field in In
potantial Brazilian market, a U.3. governmesnt survey (1922) noted
that "the Brazilian economy has created zan attractive market f%r
imported goods...The market outlook is for continued growth,' 'uThe
survey further advised U.S. companies on potential advertisement
possibilities, noting that consumer goods should be promoted through
Sundaﬁ editions of major newspapers and 3razilian advertising firms.
The survey also noted that "selected items with a high degree of
style and innovation“uieré better advertised in the Coumercial News-
letter of U.S. foreign Service Posts. This latter suggestion illu-
strates the all-too-common eqguaticn of the United Statés with sophis-
ticated and advanced products.

The impact of United States consumer goods in Latin umerlca has

30

been termed a *Consunmers nrevolution." This relatively new twist in
U.S./Latin American commercial relations was sparked by Sears Roebuck
Company. Sears opéned its first Latin American store in Havana in
November 1942, largely as an experiment. In 1847, Cears' invasion of
Lstin America began in earnest with the onening of its first Mexican
branch, after an intensive two-month pubtlicity campaign. By 1959,
Sears employed 10,000 liexicans and sales rnad grown from 15 million

dolliars in 1949 to over 100 million in 1932,

Sears has its greatest impact in the zilidle class. By offering

;\

modern conveniences, from electric refrigerztors to televisions, at

cexican middle class to

n
,

affordable prices, Sears is schooling tne

the consumer-oriented tastes and neesds ol ~ze U.Z., niddle class, thus

30
creating an ever-expanding marxet for itz jcods.
Sears also served as the impetus for s.:xico's modern consumer-goods



industry. To facilitate its continued development, Sears created its
own Iexican supvliers by lending money to l.exican nationals to expand
into the consumer industry.and then Zears cought interests in these
businesses,

in additional example of the introduction into Latin America of
the U.S.-style consumer-goods industry is the chain of "Tia" in
Colombia, an imitatation of the American five-and-dime. In one Bogo~
tano shopping district alone ,Chapinero, there were two 'T{4s. A quick
visit to either one would revesl a very heavy percentage of U.G.
imports, especially in packaged food products and beauty aids. It was
possible to buy any brand of American shampoo, Indeed,’one American
student's Colombian mother recommended that she buy Johnson's Baby
Shampoo., The Colombian counterparts to American products could not
visually compete, Their less sophisticated packaging made them look
like poor country cousins.

Supermarkets, or "supermercados”" are another example of the Colom-
bian change to a U.S. style of consuming. Supermarkets have begun to
replace the large open markets found in every Latin American city,
where far superior and cheaper fresh produce, meats, dairy products,
etc. can be bought,

in examination of modern Latin imerican Spanish reveals mofe graphdstiy the
relentless North Americauizationlof Latin fmerica. Imperted comic
strips and products are the main sources of Americanisms., “Practic-
ally every article of food, with brand nare intact, is shouted and

jingled at you on radic and television, strixes you in the face as
*3

i

you go down aisles of 'supermercados'

ral

Ceomic strips, however, sre the worst oifsnders, as they are "a

Y
peculiar combination of the written and tze spoken." This results in
a syntactical corruption of the langusge, —eaning that Spanish words

are Titted to mnglisn syntax, This type o corruption usually has
&

its wor_ ot effects on the speech habits of “one buarely literate., They



can offer no defense agninst these changes, as tney are unable to

g

rezognize the corruption of Lpanish grammar,

U)

In lookxing at lsnguage change in geners., there are thres factors
trhat contribute to language modification. _nese arer
1)new forms, constructions or meanings may develop,
2)an archaic or secondary form may be revived,
3)current use may be changed in zezning or construction.=+@

A long list of new forms intrbduced into Spanish encompasses mainly
zZnglish words either incorporated directly intb Spanish or given a
Spanish grammatical form, usually the infinitive verb form. A few of
the more glaring examples should demonstrate the eflect, such as:
checar (to check), clbéset, pluma fuente (fountain pen), el living
(replacing la sala), fuente de sodas (soda fountain), perros cali-
entes (hot dog), bar; also sports terms, such as: cétcher;.filder and
bateador (batter).

In comparison to these obvious intrusiocns, changes iﬁ construction
are much hardér to recognize. These usually consist of direct trans-

lations of English idioms. For example, one now hears such monstros-

ities as "usar la cabeza" (use one's head) and "tomarlo suave' (take

it easy).
Aside from these direct translations, correct current.useages have
been modified, either in meaning or constructions. An obvious example
of construction modification is the introduction of the possessive
adjective from Znglish structure. For example, in Spanish one would

say, "Me lavo las manos." (I'm washing my hands.) Cne now hears,

ks

"I.e lavo mis manos." This type of construction does not exist in

correct Spanish.,

—

‘eaning modifications include the changz of "operar” from "to cause

U’

1y

cT St to "to operate machinery”, =zni the substitution of

W

t zoing
"ploguear” (tc block) for "obstruir,”
T

o & lesser extent, archaic Spanish ferzs are veing revived through

reintroduction via English. »n exarzle of tThis is provided by the

—-2.10-



word "retalscidn™, an archaic word which wa2s reintroduced to parallel

The pultural invasion of lLatin - meric

w0

by the Unlted States, although

ct

s

m

auparent in both language changes and zonsuxzer industry upon
exanination, is immediately apparent in the realm ol popular entertain-

ment. Many a young backpacking gringo hoping te "get away-from it all"®
hasz been unpleasantly surprised by the svalanche of U.S5, movies, songs,
and books that awaits‘him/her in Latin imerica. "Culturally, U;S.
companies provide most of the entertainment and iﬁformation available
in the continent: films, television and wire service news."??'
During the period from January to liay, 1976 more than fifteen U.S.
filws played in Bogoté, Colombia. Arong these films were: Lenny,

Day of the Locust, Jaws (the biggest hit), One Flew Over the Cuckoo's

Nest, Holler Ball, Mahogany, Nashville, The Sunshine Boys, Taxie Driver,

Romeo and Juliet, The Night Porter, and a Dustin Hoffman festival of

five films, No Colombian films played in popular Bogotd theaters.
Indeed, the only Latin film advertised was a Mexican comedy starring

Cantinflas (who was popularized by the ‘merican film Around the World

in 80 Days.)

in the same manner, television is also almost completely dominated

by the United States television industry. The 1964 International

Television Almanac lists some intersting statistics for Latin America.

Television began in Mexico in 1950. By 1954 " a T.V. set had become
an article of prime necessity. The urge oI every Mexican home to get
a set is so great that numerous poor farilies, living in houses not

pmuch better than huts pride themselves on a T.V. set that is very
-
* -
painfully paid for on the installiment plan." As of 1964 there were
39

forty-five persons for every television. :lzost zll programs were
dunnad American series. The principle srcnsors were beer, cigarette,
autozobile and cosmetic companies.

Tn 3razil, although there had been sozs efforts to limit U.S,

-2



comination ol LeV1S 7.1(“1 The 1lielld Wal S.LLL Uprsil CHUURL LUL L
Aleanag to note that "the first Americesn producers  who bring their
tnow-now of T.V. seaprial production fo Zrazil will maize a fortune. n 80
Brazil 4id rectrict foreign shows To less tnan twenty-two and a half
hours out of every seventy-two hour we=xly transmission schedules.s*
However, it was cheaper to import and dub shows than to produce then

in Brazil.

Unfortunately there is no more recent formal information available
on television broadcasting. However, the state of Colombian television-
in 1976 did not seem to be much better. 014 U.S5. serials were still

very much in evidence, including The Saint and The Avengers. Colom-

bian programs consisted of cheap imitations of United States soap
operas and situation comedies.,

In an article by . Bradford Burns,‘%rezil: The Imifative Society",
the total subversion of Braéilian culturael life, including popular
entertainment is outlined. In 1922, aware of increasing Brazilian
economic dependence on surope, the intellectual community proclaimed
"Modern Art Week" at the Municipal Thestre in Sdo Paulo tp proclaim
their country's intellectual independence. This trend was killed in
19564 with the military overthrow of the Vargas government (applauded
by the Johnson administration), and the subsequent censorship of all
areas of Brazilian culturasl expression. The result was a reversal
to & complete imitation of american and zuropean trends. Books becane
a luxury of the upper class which favored Zrench, English and North
American authors. Brazilian popular theatres regressed to a palilid
imitation of American productions. The most popular show in 1972

(title in Znzlish) was Brazil z=xport Skow '72, a "flawed copy of a

' 8 4 . P
second-rate T.V. musical.”
The ZArasilian gevernment is interested in keeping all anti-

government protests guiet, and rolstions with the United States
e &t k]

jendly. &8s 2 result, Brazilian cultursl sxpression 1s totally



reprassed, as the government fears tzat 1t might serve as an in-

S.

c"?

srirabtion for renewed proves

o

ot

Tourism and the consenguential tastardization of indigenous

+

crafts is the last impach on popular culbture to be examined. This

[¢h]

last human invasion is like adding insult to injury. Not only does
the United States export its enterteinment and products to Latin
tmerica, but also (€8 citizens, looking for amusement and bargain
buys. One of the best examples of the “tourist effect" is Chichicas-
tanengo, Guatemala. Chichicastanengo is (or was before the February
earthouake) a mountain Indian village chosen by the Guatemalan
government to be preserved as a'%ypical Indian village" because of
its Indian market and church, (one of the best examples of the
syncretization of pre-colombian religion and Catholicism). Chichi-
castanengo has now become a mecca for the tourists, es?ecially during
the Christmas season. The market, traditionally for food, medicinal
herbs, and small repair services, has been %Taken over by stands selling
bad imitations of Indian wares. The tourists out-number the inhab-
itants, with polyestered matrons in Keds naggling and gesturing with
merchants to get a good "bargain" on some cute Indian craft.

The serious impact on popular culture Dy the United States should
be obvious from the preceeding discussion. Nothing escapes American—
ization, and Latin America ig left with very little it can call its
own. As was stated earlier in this article, this impact has a poten-
tial revolutionizing effect, as it is a constant reminder of U.S.
donination of Dlatin America. Fortunsastely, there are lLetins, especially
intellectuals, painfully awzre of the exploitation of their culture.
Out of this awareness hasg arisen = body of literature both as a
protest against -the U.S. presence and a5 3 reaffirmation of Latin
imerican culture. 4mong these autznors zre Cotavico Paz and Manuel

Pulgz, Puig, an Argentinian, has written s novel, The Heartbresk

Jango, about an Argentinian village ceughitv fast in illusions and



davydreams about Hollywood stars and spectzculars. They wait impa-

Tiently for the next Ginger Hogers/rred Lstaire fila to come to

Paz, a i-exican, has written articles on the U.S. orientation of
Mexican literature. He notes that
the attitude of these critics (Latin ¢ritics of.Latin.
works) is very much like that of the the Latin American
‘bourgeois: twenty, years. ago who refused to drink .anything
but imported whiskey or champagne. It would appear that
in order to receive any attention in Latin Ameri¢a, a
work must first have the blessing of London, New York or
“Paris.,

Hot only the intellectuals but the working class is also aware
of the U.S. invasion of Latin America. However, "1t5 awareness
takes the form of anger instead of literary protest. In the words
of a Venezuelan worker, "None of us in tnis house has ever drunk

2 : . . . %
a Coca-Cola. One day we will kill those who make them.™

The U.S. 1is able to dominate Latin Armerica culturally because
it does so economically to such a lerge degree. Particularly with
regard to Nexico, "the fact that america is the economically
doninant partner predisposes that Mexican culture will change more
than fmerican culture, and that liexicans will generally be forced

: ¢S
into socially subordinate roles vis~a-vis Americans.” This state-
ment is as true for the rest of Latin imerica as it is for Mexico.
Yet not only does the economic predispose the cultural, but the

cultural helps to mainbtain the United States' econonmic dominance

of Latin imerica,., In this study we willi focus upon tiexico, Colombia

is 1t happens with the rest of the "underdevelcped' world, the
Latin American countries consistently have an unfavorable balance
of trade, Muzh of this unfavorable balsncs is a dirsct resudt of their
trade and other relations with the Unitsd States., In the six-year
peried from 1960 to 1656, the flow of cupital from the United States

. s - I = 13 S Bl T e o ity B TP M T g o .
inso Latin fmerica was 2.8 billiion dollara, while the flow of cap-



ital out of Latin America into the United States was 8.3 billion
dollars for the same period of tizme. In that six-year pericd, for-
sigr investment in Latin Amerlca caused, not growtn, but rather a

million dollars a year in the Latin ismerican balance
J :
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ilthough liexico does attempt tc limit and control American in-
volvement in its economy by regulating the types of imports, Mex-
ico's foreign trade is still largely with the U.S5. The United States
is still responsible for about 65% of hexico's foreign trade. The
U.S. buys about 70% of Viexico's total exports and provides about
60% of its total importsqgﬁexico exports primary products such as
metals, raw cotton, coffee, cattle, vegetables, henequen and sugar
and imports U.S. manufactured goods, specialized machinery, railway
equipment, motor vehicle parts, chemicals and other similar items.??
Mexico's foreign trade deficit in 1973 was nearly 1.8 billion dollars.

This was a record high. In 1972 Mexico‘soforeign trade deficit was
‘one billion fifty-three million dollars? Tourist income helps to
balance this trade deficit. In 1972 Mexico's income from tourism
totaled 299 million dollargisThis is a misleading figure, however,
because many Mexicans cross the border to do grocery shopping and
to satisfy other similar needs and wants. lMost of the average tourist
dollar in an area like Tijuana is eventually respent by Mexicans

) L PR
in southern California.

The situation in Colombia is similar. Colombia depsnds upon the
J.5. for the hulk of its export marxet and its imports, althoﬁgh the
U.5. position is being challenged somewnas by the rederal =Republic
of Germany. In 1960 the United States bough’ 65% of Colombia's
exports and supplied 60% of its ioporis. in 1964 the amount decreased
somewhat, with the U.S. having bought 445 of its total exports and
supplying 485 of its imports. The majority of Jelorbia's capital goods

«till come from the U.5. In the years from 1959 to 1963 the outflow
~2.6~



of capital was two and a halfl tiu~s greater than the influx into
Colombia. In 1965, four dollars entered tne United Stases fron

ombia from the U.8. Col-

§-t
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Colombia for every dollar that enterad
ombia's primary dependence on the U.3, for both its export aznd
import.trade aggravates its financisl dependence on U.3, capital
sources., a3

Brazil's trade relations do not appear to be as heévily dominated
by the United States, most likely due te its own incredible natural
resources., fet the Brazilian economy still offers an attractive par-
ket for fmerican exports. The U.S. has been providing a declining
portion of Brazil's imports in the past few years. However, the U.S.
reméins Brezil's largest single supplier., It supplied 27.8% of Brazil's
imports in 1972, with a sharp increase indicated for 197%. The princi-
pal products the United States exported %o Brazil in this time period
were earthmoving equipment and parts, bituminous coal, phosphates,
wheat, and Jet aircraft?4ﬁrazil is as dependent upon U.S: heavy machin-
ery and chemical products as are Mexico and Colombia.

While hexico follows the U.5. development model, 1t makes an attempt
to protect and aid its develoﬁing industries within that model. It
enforces prohibitive duties in an effort to prevent the flboding of
the market by foreign merchandise of a type which would compete with
native industry?SThe government is developing or buying into basic
industries and encourages PMexican private capital to do the same.

There wlll not be enough Mexican private capital to do the Jjob, as
1ongas Ilexico follows the U.S. development Eode{%gThe Mexican govern-—
ment is attemptingto stinulate a mixed government-private enterprise
econonmy controllied almost entirely by llexicans, much to the chagrin

of American investors. Yet, much of hexico's industrial development

i

demonstractes once again American dominence. The Mexican government

has instituted a fairly intensive vorder industrializst

Under this progran, North smerl



v plants on the Hexican gside of the dorder, while the more

19+
145]
Y]
D
£1
Q
'..J

basgic tecunological production of tne rarts is conducted on the

rican side of the border. ilany 97 tae dorder cities have

horth ‘ire
such “"Busl-plant" set-ups., The corponenis are made in the U.S.,

imported to texico for assembly and re-exported for sale in the United
States. The lewican government grants tax and other favors to such
industries and allows the parts and raw mabterials into Mexico duty-
free as long as they are destined for re-export. This type of dependent

industry is what Business Week refers to ss "ingubating industry”.

Yet Mexico can scarcely avoid such arrangements with its huge neighbor

if it desires any sort of industrial development in these areas. As

the saying goes, "Pobre México - tan lejos de Dios y tan cerca de los
a3

Estados Unidos."

The situation is similar in Golombia, aithough its greater distance
from the U.S. hinders such convenient "mother-hen" arrangements. The
Colombian manufacturing industry is alsc based on the assembly of
components which are manufactured in the U.Z. For example, the "Col-
ombian" automobile industry imports and acsemble parts, zll of which
come from U.S. corporations. Firms which produce beer, soup, pharma-—
ceuticals, papers, rubber, and electrical machinery import most of
their primary materials, as well as their basq¢ mechinery, from the
United Stztes. Colombian industry is therefore very dependent upon,

a9
although not owned by, U.S. capital.

2razilian industry is also dominated by the U.S5. This 1s necessar-
ily the situation as long as Brazil intznis to follow the U.S5. model
of developnent, as 3razil's industries cun ﬁow only supply 50% of the

country's neads. 4is well 2s the importation of heavy machinery and

industrizl egu’pment which keeps Brazil
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has many "technical assistance" programs izh The United states,

srazilizn factories are permitted to send szmpics of thelr products

to the U.8. for sxpsrt produgt anulysis an: sug.esiinns Jfor laprove-
-5



mant. Thosge tachnieal aszsistance prograzs ncluie the trainiag of

Srazilisn industrial specialists in the L.D. bPrazil'ts native indus-
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and Fexico's, is not Truly =autonomous and is

[N

try, like Colombilx
not directed toward the country's real neelcs. In the case of Brazil,
the capital has been invested intc erport, processing and ssrvice
industries instead of industries which would provide a basis for
: 102
Brazil's continued industrial development.

U.S. private investment in Latin America helps to preserve the be-
lief in this development model which is unsuitable for true develop-
ment in Latin America,because the econonies cannot sustain the neces-
sary base for such development., The United States has deeply penetra-
ted the economy cof Latin America through =z vast outlay of private
investment. By the end of 1968 American business interests had near-
1y thirteen billion dollars invested in Latin America and the Carib-
beaniogll in areas which they considered tne most important, and
not where the individual countries woulid héve liked to have had it
directed, |

U.S. investments constitute half of all foreign investment in
Mexico, and 12% of the total investment. This equaled 1840 million

10

dollars by the end of 19?l.qPrivate U.S. direct investment far out--
strips government loans and grants and U.S5. capital is entering in
rapidly increasing quantities. This occurs in spite of the regula-
tion that a foreigner may not ﬁave & majority holding in a Mexican
corpany. What this regulation translates into practical terms is

that the foreign individual or firm may retain control over 49% of

ct
D

ne coumpany and, by selling the remsining interests in small amounts
to a variety of Fexican firms or individu=zls, it still retains the
workinz control of the company. tewico 1s espacislly important to
.53, investors because 1t serves =s & stesping sbtone to the rest of
Latin Americs. It has beccze the businessran's base for all of Latin

=nerica, hexico is the strategic gatewsy Yo the lznds of the south,



wonere tnere is the "spell of money being =mzge”. It provides z good

E

training gzround for countries wanting to work the entire Latin Amer—

FYoreign investment in Colombia follows sizilar Iines, although the
investors do not consider it as important strategically as lMexico.
U.5,. private investment in Colombia ccmposes over three-fourths of
the foreign capital invested there. This capital is concentrated inx
areas that the U.S. investors consider worthwhile. The known U.S.
direct investment in Colombia is estimated at 684 million deollars.
Much of the investment takes the form of a joint venture, as in
lexico, where the U.S5. partner retains the working control of the
"Colombian" firm. Colombia is losing money on these arrangements.

For exanple, about 85% of the earnings generated by the exportation
of o0il in Colombia 1is repatriated to the Unitéd btates. 1o

Brazil's economy is also heavily dominsted by foreign capital.

At the end of 1973, total direcf foreign investment in Brazil was
4579 nillion dollars,,about two-thirds of which was in manufacturing..
The U.S. direct investment is about 37% of the total foreign invest-
ment at 1717 million dollars?jﬁuch of the U.3. capital invested in

Brazil goes towards "development projects." A good example of this

is Project Brazil which plans a trans-Amazonian highway. As the

designers envisioned it, "the empty spaces of the Amazon would be
1099

filled with Brazilians." Ancther development project which U.S. com-
panies supported was designed by the Hudson Institute in 1965 and it

1315
¢ £ 4 ¥ 3 AT o+ ) bel .. o A . )
called for the damming o0f the Amazonl. 7nis would create an internal

sea one-Tifth the size of ¥France thet would help cpen up the interior

0f Brazil. The developers envisioned the internaticnalizaticn of the

irazon. The 3razilians rejected this, nowever, because 1t weould de-
nationslize tre Amazon. slong witi the smszon projects, much U.SL.
capital is used to develop nuclear energy in 3razil. Coustruction of
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the first 7 rctor began in 1975 snd conpletion is expected in 19797,
The Unite! States government is sunportive of the private capital

%

haing invested in Letin Jjmerica. Congre

m

2

tied much of the U.8. "aid”

hat
b

cna

w
4

]

to Latin arerica directly to the pu of goods and services from

D

lain

0]

% "Thus.our aid - so-called -
¥
1t

became an ill-disguised subsidy for American exports." Along with

tne U.S. As Senator Frank Chruch

L)

such blatant support of U.S3. business interests, other stipulatioas

on the aid help to guarantee future markets for U.S. business. The
whole character of U.S: aid has been changing in recent years. It is
becoming primarily a loan program. In 1965, 70% of U.S. aid was in fhe
form of loans, This was up from 10% in 1955?LMany countries must take
out new loans in order to obtain the foreign exchange to pay the
interest and smortization on old lozns, at higher rates of interest.
The increasing use af internaticnal commrercial style 1oans_instead of
grants for development purposes creates the illusion éf a commercial
transcation and increases the responsability on the part of the bor-

13
rower. The U.S, government used foreign aid as a flexible, useful

instrument of national policy to foster the sale of American goodsiw
In addition to this major change in the character of U.5. aid,
Congress added numerous punitive sections to the Foreign Assistance
Act, designed to prevent expropriations and the like, The borroOwing
government must, in essence, regulate its imports to suit the United
States. Because of these stipulations it naspens ﬁhat the U.8. becones
intimately involved in areas of a ccuntry's sovereignity, ifs tax
policies, its monetary system. AID technicians sit as advisers and
overseers at the highest levels of zhe recipient government in
finance matters to assure that all policy decisions will e favor-
1S
able to the U.S.

The United States cdominates the worlo-wide banking network, from

~ankg maintain the dollsr as

wnic: many of the loans originate. Thecs

{

<

TT

inance. ~he U.5. has been

the key currercy, ecvidence of the U.I, Zo

_.31"
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trying %to produce internal change trnrougn external aid. The aid that
tha U.5. gilves is selden without stijsule<ionsz as %o how it must he
used, as evidenced'by Robert lMcHarmera's ctatement that World bank
iloans should glve preference to those underdeveloped nations which
have implemented birth control programs. The birth control programs
are presented as beneficial to the poor masces, The democrétic ideology
will not allow the programs to be inplemented more crudely, such as
paying women. to have loops inserted, because it's important ‘o mein-
tain the ideclogilcal pretense that this is being done to benefit the
masses, However, others view this type of tied 2id as "a political
weapon aimed at limiting the revolutionary potential of a young and
growing proletariat; assaulted on one nand by consumer propaganda and

on the other by the growing frustration of marginal economic and social

L
conditions."

The problem with this type of "aid", besides the fact thaf the U.S.
is attempting the core of a society via its economic power, is that
it must be repaid. The foreign debt burden of the btatin Americans is
rising all the time. In 1964, the foreign debt burden inm Latin America
amounted to 10 billion dollars, one-half of which was due in five
yéars. In order to meet these loan conditions, the net flow of resourceé
northward would egual that coming in as "foreign aid.LH%exico, for
example, received 75 ﬁillion dollars in loans from the World Bank, 67.5
million dollars from the Inter-imerican Bevelopment Bank, and 52 mil-
lion dollars from Export-Import Bank, increasing its foreign debt
burden and reliance upon foreign capitaljlq

.5. loans and credits to Colombiaz cost it dearly and reinforce its
financial dependency on the U.S., as well as bringing with them polit-
ical conditions wnich protect and advznce the private forelgn capital
interests, at the expense of Colombian cevelopment. The specific and
general conditions attached to loans force the Colombian government

to open up the economy to foreign explolitetion, by removing any controls

-3~
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terms of the sid compal Colombias to buy corfein goods which it doesn't
need and which cannot contiribute te its true development. In addaition,
%t pay more for thess gocds than 1if they‘were purchased
elsewhere.

Ald to Bragzil is likewise contingent uron Brazil's compiiance with
U.S, demands zbout expropriation and other matters. These stipulations
are also a part of the policy of the Interrational lMonetary Fund. The
U.3, provides much aid to the watin imerican countries in the form of
technical assistunce programs designed to eduacte the participants still
further in the U.S. development model. Thus, the Brazilians, and other-
Latin Americvans, are accepting aid which will educate them into further

12l
dependency on the U.S,

The U.5. government is not above direct intervention or maintaining
a military presence in Latin fAmerice in order to foster and maintain
the right kind of investment atmesphere. In the time pericd from 1898
to 1924, the U.S. directly intervened no less than thirty-one times in
the internal affairs of the Latin American countries. llore recent
examples of this are the Bay of Pigs venture, the invasion of Guatemala
in 1954, the military of occupation of thi-Dominican Republic in 1965,

_ 2
and the CIA involvement in Chile in 19752 The U.S. gives substantial
amdunts of military aid to Latin imerican gcvernments because it views
miltary aid as a deterrent against Communism or as a force for sta-

bility. U.3, military missions constitute a large and visible U.S.
123
presence. Where conditions demand it, however, the U.3. uses a more

subtle approsch. In Mexico, U.5. Army personnel are forbidden to wear
. » » llq 3 Rl » ‘
their uniforms while on leave. In 3razil, the miltary presence is
much more visible. There are a great ceny niltary personnel in Brazil.
The U.3., also sponsors a nuuber of "publiic safety" programs in which
lice techniques which

tuney use to "stabllize" Brazil. cutlia, the U3, has mzaintained a



~v misslon since 1959, Nearly <000 .oloablan olfllcers aave been
troinad at L.9. service schools as part ol U.S. military aid to Col-
omhin. Under the U.S. ausplces and with V.S, training and eguipment,
the Oolombhisn government has launched and continues to carry oub a

- 4o 5 . - . | 2.t

systematic campaign of repression against the rural insurgents.

while =1} three of these sample countries import primarily manufac-.
tured goods, they export principally agricultural or other primary
products. This type of exchange normally leads to an unfavorable bal-
ance of trade due to the price fluctuations of tre world market for
primary products and the often comparatively inflated_prices of manu-
factured goods. These countries will most likely continue their trading
pattern because they are determined to follow the U.S. model of devel-
opment and their native industries are unable to supply the basic
demands of such development. The economic domination continues to a
large sxtent because of the import-export trading pattern and this

ﬁradin; pattern continues because of their faith in the U.S. model of
develoyment. Their faith in this model of Aevelopment relates to the
iden of conditioned inferiority discussed earlier in the paper. The U.S.
is able to continue cultural domination decause of its economic dom-
ination. Thus, the economic influences the cultural, and the cultural
influences the economic, 'in & viclous cycle.

The Latln Azericans emxerged from their histsriczl sxperience with a colonial
economic structure and a profaund sense of inferisrity. This sutward-directed eco-
nowic structure was not conducive to independent develojzent. When courled with a
"conditionsd inferiority", thie structure causes Latin Americans to lsok outward for
Nsuperior! modsls of modornization. The dependency 2n outside insviration leave; thexm
Vblnerﬂble to further domrination, desvening thsir szonoric dependency 2nd sesnse of
inferiority. Latin imrerica 1s czught in a viclsus cirslse,

Dorinant foreigh poweras, il.e., the United 3States, perpetuzte this pattern by
reans of cultural infiltration, besause it is in tneir economic intsreat to do so.

Unfortunately, thefe ars internal factions who benefit fron the stsius guo and thus

T
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it favors and defends thie devendency against the interssts of the imwense majoritx“fa&r
This class has the nower (aided by the U.S.) to surpress zny scattersd protest,

In order to break the pattern thers rust ba e concentrated zovetent 15 resject
the forsign models snd the values iuplicit in thez. "It will be irposaible te extri.
cate themselves unless there is a radieal altering of their dévélopaentlﬁodel, hence
in their way of viewing themselves =nd thsir culture. ‘

The goals of develspresnt have always besn stated %in teras of consurer yal&e
vac«ages standardized around the North Atlantic.“%iih rodels of modernization
hiave been built upon these consurer values and the view of people ase econoric
entitiea, whose needs can be crsate& to provide wrarkets for variaué products. This
ia Latih Americals bind, it has been molded culturzlly and économically into thia
world viesw, Political revolutionaries hawe not zlways succesded in the rejection
of this development package. "The political revolutionary wants to izprove
existing institutions ~ their productivity and the quzlity end distiibution of
their producte. This vision of whaet is doelrable is based on consurption habite
develoved during the last 1CC years.Jaf; is naceszary Lo redefine thase habits
and the concorittant needs which hava veen artificially creatsd. Ivan Illich
writes, "Wo need an a2ltern2tive progran, an alternative both to developrent and
to zerely political rsvolution. Let me.call this,.. e;ther ingtitutional or
cultural-ravolution, because its air is the transforzation of bothk publie:and -.
persoﬁal reality.“rao

Ideally, such a revolution wust originate in the advanced countries, for

it is here that the distortion of whzt we ¢2n and nsed 1o have h2d its roots. Thia.
gsers o long way off, yet if this redefinition cannot take place within the developed
countriee, it is difficult to sss how it czn ozcur in the undardeveloved nationa,
They are trapped in the bind of cultural irperi:liez, conditioned to want the tyve

of desvelopzsnt that they rust rejszt. This 1¢ 3 disturbing coneclusion %o coze to,

only great odvtirisn one to telieve that there rust bes o way out.



j];w ;ou;mzing cescriplion of Project Camelot was released |
212 , (;eg: )ml -17 1964, through the Office of the Director of ﬂm-
E}I;'(m ! 'I}(;,t(f{{;’)fl.}’ Research Office (SORO} of the Ameri(m;
wwersiby in Washingron, 1. (. It :
7 gron, 13 oIt was sent to scholars el
were presumed interested in {1 i ‘ ot
; stedt in the study of internal 1war
| . i | E ! 2 : wlen-
tials aned who might be willing to asser D

nhle at ¢ fouraceek
i i ; : -ceek con-
ference at the Airlie House in Virginia in August 1965, Thi
release, dated December 4 i i, o
X er 4, 1964, is ¢ summary version of a

I{f '{ cr §C f o . &
AL ,nfS B ¢l 1 f g o
}. :‘ .J t 4] d ”.nrél - ace avat (1[)[8 m A!J “-St 1-;61 (in(l i

Yoot AL vio,

7'1 ro;cic,t CA&\.Ifi,I‘.,()'I is a study whose objective is to deter-
mm!c lt mi .fcambﬂlty of developing a general social systems
l]’:.()]("t? x;; nc%\ \\:qtn.ld make it possible to predict and influence 9 F’; ' N
po itic a.' y sngm?c:ant aspects of social change in the develop- -P ﬂn%l}{
ng nations of the world, § ‘ y i i _
ing rld. Somewhat more specifically, its
jectives are: poctficallys it ob

e 3 <

First, to dc-\ ise procedures for assessing the potential for in-
ternal war within national societies;

Second, to identi ith i y

Se identify w Tens
oo t_, : tify with increased degrees of confidence
¥ su 3 (I:]fc:}ns which a government might take to relieve condi-
wns which are assessed as givi i .

556 s gwing rise ta a 1 o
g ‘ a potential f -

ternal war; and © ' or b
Finally, to assess the feasibility of prescribing the character- .

istics of a system for obtaining and using the essential infor-
mation needed for doing the above two things.

The project is conceived as a three to four-year effort to be
funded at around one and one-half million dollars armually.
It is supported hy the Army and the Department of Defense,
- and will be conducted with the cooperation of other agencies

of the government. A large amount of primary data collection
~in the field is planned as well as the extensive utilization of
already available data on social, economic and political func-
tions. At this writing, it seemns probable that the geographic
orientation of the research will be toward Latin American
countries. Present plans call for a field office in that region.

By way of background: Project CAMELOT is an outgrowth
of the interplay of many factors and forces. Among these is the
assignment in recent years of much additional empbasis to the
U.8. Army’s role in the over-all U.S. policy of encouraging
steady growth and change in the less developed countries in
the world. The many programs of the U.S. Government
directed toward this objective are often grouped under the
sometimes misleading label of counterinsurgency {some pro-
nounceable term standing for insurgency prophylaxis would
be better). This places great importance on positive actions
designed to reduce the sources of disaffection which often give
rise to more couspicnous and violent activities disruptive in
nature. The U.S. Army has an important mission in the positive
and constructive aspects of pation building as well as a re-
sponsibility to assist friendly governments in dealing with
active insurgency problems.

Another major factor is the recognition at the highest levels
of the defense establishment of the fact that relatively little is
known, with a high degree of surcty, about the social processes
which must be understood in order to deal effectively with
pmblems of insurgency. Within the Army there is especially
ready acceptance of the need to improve the general under-
standing of the processes of social change if the Army is to dlis-
charge its responsibilities in the over-all counterinsurgency e s el
prograrn of b2 .5, Government. o
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