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PORTLAND
BREW-MASTERS SAVE

HISTORIC BUILDINGS
by Patty Sackett

Demolition seemed inevitabie for fwo
Portand Historic Landmarks eariy this year
when a proposal fo buy the Smithson Block
and the McKay Brothers Block (vacant for
several years) included demolition of the
buidings to make way for a tilt-up concrete
warehouse. Fortunately for the citizens of
Porfiand, the owners of a loca
micro-brewery, Widmer Brewing Company,
expressed mnterest m the purchase and
subsequent renouvahon of the
structures.

to expand their brewing operation (aiready

outgrowing its facilifies located m
Northwest Portland) into the fwo historic
busdinas.

the oldest

Russell Street n Lower flbina. This
is the only legacy of the commercial
center of Albina; a separate cify platted in
and annexed by the City of Portland n
The T Block, a massive brick
structure with handsome brick detaiing.
was constructed n 1893. It once housed
retal on the main floor and apartment=
above. The Mciay Brothers Block was
constructed the same year for a similar

(Continued on Page 2)
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ASSOCIATED STUDENTS  OF HISTOR!
PRESERUATION, PO Box 3407, Eugene
Oregon, 97403.
We actively (read pleadinaiu) seek arficles,
news, reports and random wanderings
related to the discipine of historic
preservation. Submission should be sent to
Jll Chappel or George Kramer, editors.
Send us what wou've got and we'll heip add
another line to your resume.



Brew-masters (cont)

occupancy. it retains its original cast ron
storefronts. Both bulldings are siructuraily
sound, but the mteriors have been gutted

The Smithson Block, 1893
The McKay Brothers Block, 1893
partially visible at right
Portiand, Oregon Architect(s) unknown

Historically Albna was inhabited by
Scandmawian and German mmmigrants who
arrived in Portland in the early 1880°s to
construct the Oregon Rairoad and
Navigation yards or work in various mils
along the nearby Willamette River. Later m
its historu, Albina was the only area in
Portiand where Blacks could own propertu.

except for the area at the lower end of
Russel Street. ironically, the hospital didn’t
expand as far as origmnally assumed, and
today the Russel Street area is surrounded
by vacant lots. Construction of a hlt_mway
and freeway overpasses further isolated

the buildings on Russell Street, leaving them
prey to vandalism and crime.

The lower end of North Russell Street has
been designated as the site of a future
Historic District in the "Central City Plan';
Portiand’s comprehensive plan enacted this
past summer. The demofition of these
buidings, which would serve as an anchor
for the district, would have efiminated this
possibifity.

Northwest as a place to enjou music and
sample the "real 1hng‘ There are alreadu
seyeral successtul “brew pubs”
throughout Portand. The relocation of the
Lidmer Brewing Company to this location
could be the catalust for the rewvitaization
of this economically depressed area. The
wcation of a brewery in this area 5 veru
appropriate, for in its prime Albma was
known for its reputation as a "tough town'’;
a piace of “booze and batte™,

The "WHYs" of
Historic Preservation
by George Kramer

at all and why are you or | preservationists?
These questions aren’t as easy to answer
as they might at first seem.

The first reading assignment | was given in
the Master’s HP program at the Unwersity
of Oregon was the short article "The

Historic Preservation” by Pewrce F. Lewis,
Professor of Geoaraphy at Penn State.
fitthough written in 1975, before the
Bicentennial, Lewis’ :-r’hcie raises
fundamental questions for preservationists
that have never been fully answered.

Lewis’ premise was that preservation i
America had faled Certamly we had
succeeded m saving particular structures
but we had fafed fundamentally through our
inability to convince the American public of
the cuffural value in preserving the built
environment. This, he wrote, stemmed from
preservationists’ own divergent opinions on
why preservation was important in the first
place. Lewis offered five elemental
arguments as potentfial reasons fto
preserve. The first 5 "cultural memory;”
that we need to preserve where we’ve heen
to guide us into the future; that we as a
people require "a sense of our historu”
Second is “antigue texture" which, simply
stated, s a reverence and joy in the patina
of the past; the emotional "presence of the
past" response that a survmng arfifact

ewkes. Therd 5 what Lewis cails
“successful " This might be
called the '5f it works don’t fix "

argument following the general ne of Jane
Jacobs’ views neighborhood
preservation. Fou1'h is “environmental
dwersity’  that a balanced

argument; that preservation is cost
effective whether for increasing tourism or
the lesser construction cost of adaptive
re—use Versus new.

Now, in 1989, how do we preservationists
respond when asked the “why gqueston™"
Have we improved our answers or added
substantially to Lewis’ suggestions? | think
not. B seems that three of Lewis’
responses are still the most used. The
economic gain argument, as Lewis poinis
out, is the one usually reiied upon it oniy
because it works. [ appeals to fthe
development and financial mierests that so
often need a bottomiine reason before aven
consrdemg preservation as an optfion. And
the economic argument does work, or at
least it did. The recent drop in restoration
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activity as a result of the 1886 tax
changes, and the current attempts to
regain the tax credits, show us the risk we
run when we so strongly tie preservation fo
economic gain. 1’s hard to answer the why
guestion with antigue texturalism without
sounding a bit ike a starry—eyed dreamer.
Even thouch | suspect (hope?) that thereis
at least a ittle anhgue texturalism in afl but
the most jaded preservationist, if's
probably not something to brng up in a
pubiic hearing when yoiurre project is being
attacked by a hostile crowd. That leaves us
with "cultural memory" and | suspect that
as you first started this article it was some
form of this answer that came to mind. The
cultural memory argumenf, though, is
somewhat problematic. What should we be
remembering for the future and who
decides what’s appropriate to forget. Does
a rehabilitated train station, furned info a
festival marketplace, retfain enough
"memory' to be of any reai cultural value
for the future anuwau? The recent debate
on the merits of 1950s and commercial strip
architecture are sumptoms of the mherent
problems that a strict reliance on the
cultural memory argument can generats.
Even among ourseives we arz at odds as fo
whose memory is worth saving. How are we
to mstifu our actions as consistent io
others?

When we students enter the preservation
field we will join a profession that has made
incredible strides in the last two decades.
But we can not afford fo become
complacent about the apparent security of
preservation’s place in American SoOCIETY.
We need to continue to be abie to justifu
our actions, both for mdmadual proects and
as a profession, to those who do not always
agree with us on the value of praserving
the bullt environment. Certainly afl the
questions that Lewis’ arficle rases are
open 1o debate. None of fthe "why

guestions" lend themselves 10 quick or easy
answers. But it is mportant that we ask
them, if only of ourselves. Because it we
don’t, sooner or later, someone eise will. Lle
had best have our ancwers ready when
they do.

Lewts’ article has been published in the
following:
Pioneer America, vol 7, (July 19757

Cahiers de geographie de Qubec 21 (ncs.
53-54) 1977:

The article was akso meiuded
Controversies in  Hictoric Preseryation:
Understandmg the Preceryation Movemen®
Today, =dited by Pame!ls Thurber published
by the National Trust n 1382,



EDS. DESK

California, and south of Washington).

We have recewed one Letter to the
Editor(s), of undetermined orign, which
s:mlgstafed: "Why does the ASHP NEWS
mostly cover preservation happenings on
the West Coast, namely Oregon?
answer is that although we’ve recewed
letters of praise and encouragement from
lfo;tsuffoks,weuegef?ogefnnnhm
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Architectural and househald artifacts

uncovered during excavation at Fart

Lugenbeel, Washington, 1856-61
(drawings by J. Chappel)

ADAPTIVE USE
GUIDELINES FOR
DEPRESSION ERA POST
OFFICES IN OREGON

by Kimberly M.
Emerson

There are approximately twelve Depression
Modern Era post offices of the smiar
strmddasgcastuen()rm Most of
offices during

classical elements and the details are

steps leading up toward a grand enfry. The
interior front lobby was often embellished
with Works Progress Adminisiration (WPR)
murals, and richiy decorated with fine
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examples. Interior spatial desians for
adaptive use will also be anaiuzed and
commented upon. Preservation of art
works and buidng materials will be
discussed. The remaining Depression Era
post offices n the state will be briefly
mventoried and identified for the fuiure
use of these guidelines. Phoiographs
drawings, short histories, integrrtu, and

current confiicting uses will be exammed for
the three case study post office projects.

FURNITURE
MANUFACTURERS AND
MERCHANTS IN CENTRAL
LANE COUNTY, OREGON
PRIOR TO 1916

by Ross Sutherland

As more people understand the importance
of preserving historic interiors the need for
accurate mformation on historic furniture
and materials is increasing. Most
publications, on historic intariors deal with
high stules which were innovative buf not
always pervasive. To work with local and
regional interiors the  preservation
professional needs to understand the
mfluence of local furnifure manufacturers
and merchants on historic interiors m ther
area.

Records show that as early as 1866 Dawvid
Cherry was producing furnihure in Eugene,
Oregon. In 1886, operatnz as [ay and
Henderson, this factoru constructed most
of the furniture for Uillard Hall on the
University of Oregon campus. Photographs
of early rooms show manu driled seat,
Windsor—stuie chairs which lack the rustic
qualihes usually atiributed to early Oregon
furniture. By 1916 Dawnid Cherry’s ornomnal
furniture factoru, then known as Flint and
Mclaughlin, had closed ending 50 years of
furniture production in Eugene.

As transportation in and out of Eugene
improved, local merchan s hegan offaring 3
variety of low cost furniture made in
Portiand, San Francasca. and cities To the
east. The impact of these produces had a
profound effect on the craft and stules o7
local furniture manufacturing, as did the
ncreased consumption of mail-order goods.
These early merchants would sventually
drive local furniture firms out of businessz
and set the stage for large chain furnifure
outlets. The infent of this thesis is ic
investigate local manufaciurers and
merchants who were responsible Tor
producma and prowidina much of the
furniture used in local historic inferors
prior to 1916 throuchout central Lane
County, Cregon.



PORTLANDS MOST
NEGLECTED ARCHITECT

by Patty Sackett

Emil Schacht practiced architeciure in
Portiand, Oregon from 1885 unti 1926.

Washington and as far awag as flaska. The
majority of his work in Portiand,
Oregon.ﬁwein'nwysearch through local
magazines and newspapers of the building
trades has revealed that Schacht’s
practice was an extremely profific one.

Like many of the lesser known figures in the
history of American architecture, Schacht’s
name has been almost forgotten. He
confributed greatly to the architectural
texture of Portand, yet existing histories
of Portland and Pacific Northwest
architecture barely mention his name.
Considering the length and breadth of Emil
Schacht’s practice, the lack of knowledge
about him and his work is a large gap in the
architectural history of the region.

Portland Police Block Portiand,

Oregon
Emil Schacht and Son, Architects, 1912

Emil Schacht is representative of immigrant
fimerica. He was born in 1854 in Denmark
and attended ndyfed'nc schools n

Copenhagen
emg’afngfuthel.hfedﬁtafesafﬂreage
of twentuy-one. After working as a
draftsman n New York for six years,
Schacht returned to his native country for
one year where he was married to Augusta
Trier. He returned to the United States
where he spent less than a year in Omaha,
Nebraska before traveling to Oregon.
Schacht set up his practice soon after
arriving in  Porfland and practiced
architecture there until his death in 1926.
For five years, (1910 - 1915) Schacht’s son
Martin was his partner in the firm of Emil
Schacht and Seon, Archifects.

The discovery of a large collection of
drawinas (close fo 150) has given me the
opportunity to identify and inventory
eviously unknown buildings designed by

ncluded i

rewarding as | have been ntrigued by Emil
Schacht for several years.

Sorensen Residence Porﬂand,()regon
Emi Schacht and Son, frchitects, 1809

My thesis — “Ai Partial inventory of the Work
of Emil Schacht, Portland Architect From
1885 - 1926" will nclude an mventory of the
buldings represented by drawings in this
mm collection, and text describing an

mitial analysis of his desions and various
stylistic influences. it s my ntent that
this thesrs will bring attention to an
architect long neglected in Portiand history.
| hope to provide valuable information for
state and local inventories of cultural
respurces, and to mdmaduals preparing
National Register Nominations, therefore
aiding in the preservation of these buddings.

PLANNING FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF THE
CAMPUS PLAN

A Case Study of the
University of Oregon

by Christine L. Taylor

Education has always been highly regarded
by the Aimerican people. It is no wonder that
many of the fmest examples of Amerncan
architecture are found on unwersity
campuses. Of even greater importance
than the indmidual is the way
these structures are placed on the campus
relatwe to ther setting and to the other
structures. Campuses are among the
finest examples of large—setting site
planning anywhere in the built environment
of the United States.

Despite the phenomenal growth of western
umsmes,maufeahresoffherorm
campus plans reman ntact todauy.
However, nressu'es to accommodate more
students and technological advancements
continue to accelerate whie resources
(land and fmancing) dwindle. We can expect
to fmd more and more cases where these
weswescasecmolamstowe
or superficially address the issue of
historic preservation. For this reason, my
thests will address issues pertammg to
preservation of the campus pian.

Currentiy, most universities adhere to oniy
minimal historic preservation requrements
(usually with a great degree of interpretive

.

flexdbilitu). Universities which have more
stringent preservation requirements
commonly treat ndiidual buidings or small
groupings and not the campus as a whole.
These preservation guidefines are usuafly
found in a master plan for the university.

There is a need for advanced preservation
planning as found eisewhere (ie. in seme
historic districts and park districts). R
university cannot depend upon the individual
nifiative of thoughtful planners, architecis
and plant managers to lead efiorfs in
preservation pianning, because personnel
turnover will lead to sporadic preservation
support. A consistent preservation pian
must be adopted.

Preservation planning wouid enable a
umversity to identify specrfic historicaily
significant resources and to predict

maintenance needs. It would also establish -

a set of general guidefines based on the
infent of the historic campus pian fo be
used to guide expansion effaris. One of the
mherent qualihes of a campus is iis
continuous arowth. To be accepted,
historic preservaton planning should r-o‘t
attempt to stop this growth. instead, it
should provide relevant information and
guidance so that consistent and informative
decisions may be made regarding the
preservation of the character of fhe
historic campus plan as future design and
development occurs.

The University of Oregon wil be used as a
case study to anaiyze what methods of
preservation planning would be approoriate.
This will mchude an overview of the history
of the desion and development of the
university and how it compares to other
campuses.

SIGNS IN THE HISTORIC
COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPE

by George Kramer

Sians are an important element of America’s
bult commercial environment. They offen
form an integral portion of a sireei and
help to define its sense of piace. Like anu
other histonc element of a bwiding, sans
should be evaluated individually, This,
however, is not usually the case. n most
crhes signs that pre—-date the adoption of a
code, and are thus made
'nm—cmfommg‘ are systematicaliy being
removed. Their visibility has made them the
target of governmenial coniroi To the point
that they are now amongst the most
regulated elements of the commercial
landscape. As currently enforced, the
consequences of modern sign confrol is
often the unnecessary icss of significant
and intact historic eiements. in nisforic
districts, cities may reguire bu ordinance
that sians be smali, unitt, and inconsoicuous
despite the lack of anu historical precedent
for such signage. The resutt of thess
regulations may be 2 historic area whose
appearance is radically differsnt from how
it actually looked durmg fis period of

significance.
(Continued on Page 5)



Signs (cont)

Original sign of the Hotel Medford

After a brief examination of the history of
the legislation and judicial decisions relating
to sign control in the United States, the
methods in which modern sign ordinances
function are analyzed. A discussion on the
su_wﬁcm of signs mn  the historic
commercial landscape, both as an integral
element of a facade and as independently
s:mﬁcmfob;ecfs,:srd.nded. Using photo
documentation, the historical development
of three Oregon downtown commercial
streetscapes since 1900 will be examined as
case study communities. By comparing the
actual appearance of these streets during
their periods of significance, as reflected
by thewr signs, with their present form a
determination on the accuracy and mtearity
of commercial area preservation may be
defermined. The fmnal chapter includes
suggested cn‘rena for evaluating signage
historically and provides sh'a‘h!QES and
suggested ordinance revisions to better
enable the retention of identified significant
signage as an element within the commercial
landscape

NEAHKAHNIE: AN EARLY
COASTAL RESORT
COMMUNITY

by Marianne Kadas

Neahkahnie is a resort community on the
northern Oregon coast st south of
peautiful and mysterious Neahkahnie
Mountain. From its earfest daus to the
present time, it has enjoued a reputation as

circles its early cottages are noted as the
forerunners of the nationally recognized
"Northwest Style.”

Neahkahnie was developed by Portand
entrepeneur Sam Reed beginning in 1912, By
1820 it was the setting for the
sensitively—sited Neahk ahnse Tavern
designed by Reed’s friend and former MIT
classmate, Elis Lawrence, then also an
Oregon resident. Elfis Lawrence became the
first Dean of the University of Oregon
School of Architecture in 1914 and remained

competitive study and ncorporation of the
arts info architecture were highly regarded
and remain important in the architectural
program at the Universify of Oregon.

Among the four cottages he designed there
most well known and nfluential was for
with the collaboration of Harru Wentz,
Portland artist and founder of the Portiand
Museum Art School

Neahkahnie Tavern, c. 1915-20

The thesis will explore the development of
Neahkahnie and Sam Reed’s promotion of
this beautiful but nearly inaccessible area.
A major theme will be the study of the
Neahkahnie cottages as an influence in the
development during the 1930s and 1940s of
the Northwest Style as carmied out by,
among others, Pietro Befluschi, partner in
the Doule architectural firm. The
Northwest Stule is still regarded as one of
the few truly indigenous architectural
styles in North America and is looked upon
as an orignal and sumpathetic expression
of regional materials and form.

EARLY RANCHES IN THE
FORT ROCK VALLEY:
A HISTORICAL
ARCHITECTURAL
PERSPECTIVE

by Jill A. Chappel

This thesis project concerns homestead
era ranch architecture and settlement
patterns of four historic working ranches
in the Fort Rock Valley of south-central
Oregon. Through measured drawmngs,
photographs, and mterpretive text, specific
architectural and cuttural atiributes and
characteristics of homesteading in a ngh
Desert enwironment  are

Addressed in the text are partficular i 1ssues
concerning folk architecture: consiruction
technology, use of local bulding materials,
specialization in budding form and function,
specialization in landscape features
(corrals, fences, and plantings), arowth
patterns of building groups and landscape
features, and the historic preservation
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potential of these tupes of “subvernacular™
buildings and their associated ruins.

The arid Fort Rock Valiey was first settled
in 1500 by ranchers under the Homestead
fict and the Desert Land fict. Before 1560,
the Fort Rock Valley was used only as
seasonal rangeland by ranchers in the
neighbormg Silver Lake and Summer Lake
basns. In 1909 the federal government
amended ‘}he Homestead Act and began
advertising "free land” in the Fort Rock
Valley. H was during this time that the area
was flooded with homeseekers. As a resuit
of the population mfiux, seven post offices
were established, and schools, general
stores, and other commercial enterprises
began fo instantaneously appear. However,
most of these desert homesteaders
abandoned their claims within Tive years.
fAttempts at dry farming failed miserabluy
because of low annuai precipitation (8"-10" -
annually) and short arowing
seasons—commen occurrences in a3 high
eleyation (averaaing 4400 feet) desert

cimate. The promises of a rairoad fine
running through the wvaliey anc
government—funded irrigaticn projecis

never materialized. By 1520 the 200 sguare
mile Fort Rock Valieu hao aramarticaiiy
dropped in population from 1200 in 1910 to
300 m 1920. By 18927 all but one post office
had closed. Those who remained were the
ranchers who were able 10 sustain a quality
water supply from thelr wells and succeed
in stockraising.

Shop at ranch headqmrters, Detnck—!.mg
Ranch, Fort Rock Valley

The most basic architectural amcm!es
were employed n the construction of
homestead ranch complexes. Esch famiy's
ranch grew architecturaily throush the
moving of buildings from abandoned and
reimquished homestead ciams to their own
ranch site. Those buidings found on
abandoned claims were usually 14-foot by
20-foot cabmns of rudimentary
construction. Often a rancher would build
his or her outbuidings oui of salvaged
jumber taken from these cabins.
Consequentiu, much of the architecture
was jerru—buft’ usmo anu  material
available.

Construction tachnology can be classified
into five categories: *og, Ler+'ca‘ plank cr
box, poie, stud wal, and masonruy.
Construction details are sTruciuraidy simpe,

{Continued on Page &)



Fort Rock {cont)

and smmilarities between structures occur
often.

The function of buldmgs is reflected in
construction, interior spatial arrangement,
form, and placement. For example, pole
construction is almost always reserved for
barns and animal sheds, and mterior spaces
of those buildings are meaaﬁzed according
to activities occurring within the buildings.

Corrals, fences, and plantings are arranged
according to function as well. One ranch
was organized primariy for horse ranching,
whereas the others were set up for cattie
raising. Poplars and Chinese elms were
planted for wmdrows and shade from the
desert sun.

The preservation of any historic resowce
mn a rural, secluded area poses
challenges. The feasibiity of rehabitahng
buidings may not be economical in rural
areas, and in many cases adaptwe use is
impractical. How many museums does a
smail community need? Thorough
documentation of a site or buiding may be
the only preservation alternative.

Getting your NEWS Znd
Hand?

Wel, Get With it
Send us youwr name and address

and we’'ll send you your very
owWn copy!

FREE!

HP Want Ads

Unless otherwise noted, please
send all responses c/o ASHP, P.O.
Box 3407 Eugene, Oregon 97403
and wel forward them.

Eds. Note: This column is offered as a free
service to researchers looking for
information or kindred spirits. Use it to
locate data or sources for uour own
projects by sending n a want ad for the
next NEWS issue.

INTERN POSITION:- Anchorage Historic
Properties, Inc., (ARHPD in Anchorage, Alasks,

a private, non—profit, historic preservation
orgmahon, seeks a student intern for a
Summer position.

EDUCATIONAL REQUAREMENTS: Currentiy
enroied in a Graduate or Under—graduate
historic preservation or history program,
Student should have experience in
conducting a historic property survey and
possess organizational and research skills.

SCOPE OF PROJECT: To perform a historic
property survey to identifu and evajuate
properties in the Ship Creek/Alaska Railroad
yard area of fAnchorage. This includes
buildngs which date from 1815. Currently
there are plans to demolish or move some
buildngs because the Alaska Railroad and
the Municipalitu of Anchorage are working
1o re—develop the area to nclude not onfy
heavy ndustrial uses but also kght industry,
commercial, retail and recreational uses.
needs to idenfify what historic
properties exist so that we can better
assist in the planning of the area as well as
possible participation in the adaptive re-use
of some structures. We also seek to
develop some interpretive venues,

TERMS: 10-week position with a stipend of
33500, not including travel or housing
expenses. Position to beain in May or June.
Send letter of application before 15 May
1985 to: Kerry L Hoffman, Executive
Director, finchorage Historic Properties,
inc. 524 West Fourth Avenue, Anchoraage, AK

INTERN POSITION:- The State of Oregon
Historic Preservation Office, Salem, Oregen.

seeks an infern for spring or summer
position

DESCRIPTION: Contimuang computerization of
Statewide mhventory of historic sites,
Candidate should have a thorough
understanding of IBM computers. Betler
than working knowledge of archifectural
styies and periods is needed, primariy
becasue some judaement calls are reguired
to correct previous mistakes.

TERMS: 3-month, fult-time position. Salaru
range of approximately 34000 +5*2,

Contact James M. Hamrnck. Preseruation
Specialist, SHPO, 325 Trads 54, SE, :saiem
Oregon, 87210, (503 372-5001 “or furthe:

information.

WANTED: Stayed i ary 3o00d his*oric hotals
in the western U.S.7 'm looking for
structures that were buii as hoteis, have
been restored and are still in use as hoteis
for thesis case studies. Contfact Kaue
Smonson.

INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY: The Waterfard
Foundation, Inc. is seeking gualified
students for internships in the Waierforc
Nanional Historic Landmark, UWaterford,
Uwrainia. YYaluable opportuniTies are offered
during spring, summer, and fai of 1989 in
the fields of Historic Preservation,
Photographic Archives, Land liga
Management, Architechurzl Historuy, Oral
History, and Educational oufreach.
Students will work side by sice with ragional
preservation consuitants, fhe Waterford
Foundation, and professionals from ftne
National Trust for Historic Freseruvahon.
interested parties chould send 2 letter of
mauiry and educaticnal/professienal
background ta Catherine Ladd Execu'mw
Director, Waterford Foundaticn, inc., P.0.
Box 142, Wateriord, Yirginia, 221SC.

WANTED: The ASHP NEWS is iooking Tor east

correspondents. Duties would lnc*t.dn one
regional~interest storu per vaolume 3 1o 4
issues yeariy) Must L2 a currently anruﬂed
student studuing HP or reiaied ciscipine.
Please send an exampie of wour wriTing, and
possibie articles, T0 ASHF F.0. Box 3407,
Eugene, Oregon, 97503, Attn: Editors,




Restoration..and a

Whole Lot More
by Ray Todd

in 1897, two steamers full of prospectors
brought news to the world that gold had
been discovered in the Yukon Territory, and
the Klondike Gold Rush was on. Skagway,
located at the northern end of the inside
Passage, a protected waterway stretching
from Alaska down the coast of British
Columbia to the Puget Sound n Washington,

boomed from a small settiement to a city of
10,000 to 15,000 in less than a year, making

£
:
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Radiroad
fdmmistration and Depot Bulidng as the
park’s new wisitor center. Work is
a number of commercial

street, with the exteriors restored to a
target period of 1800-1915 and the interiors
rehabilitated retaining historic material
when possible. As each building is completed
it 15 leased back to local businessmen. The
Park Service plans to have all the
structures resfored by 18995 at a cost of
$15  million. it worth i#? The town’s
population has ncreased to over 00
peopie. Over 250,000 peopie visit Skagway
each uear to "relive" the excitement of the
Klondike Gold Rush. More mmportantly, an
entire town and its way of fife have been
preserved as well as some historic buidings.
fis City Councilman and Park Service
carpenter Don Ltevne said, "The future
Hoks rosy.”

Historic Archaeology
and Preservation
by Nahani Stricker

When discussing the restoration of an
historic property, preservation iferature
will sometimes remind the preservationist
that any disturbance of the ground,
particulariy during the course of foundation
restoration work, will probably disturb
archaeological resources, and that the
these resources showld be
mitigated by professional excavation and
curation before restoration work begms.
The same ethic which guides appropriate
restoration procedures on above—ground
cuftural resources compels us to protect
that part of our cultural heritage that is
buried below ground.

As preservationists we naturally have an
appreciation for history and its artifacts,
but we are often only concerned with the
buitt enuronment. Archaeology seems a
distant and unrelated field of studu. Yet
Historic Archaeology deals with the buried
fragments of what was once part of our
area of concern—the built
enwronment—and is thus an extension of
the field of Historic Preservation, not
distant of unrelated at all.

In property deaiing with the archaeoiogy of
an historic property we are not merely
performing our ‘cwic duty" The
nformation to be gained from the artifacts
recovered through proper archaeological
excavation and analysis can prove to be an
wwaluable tool in the restoration of a
buiding or landscape. Hardware, window
glass fragments, and peces of buidng
materials can be evidence of earfier
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features lost in subseguent alferations.
They mau chwomniclke fhe oresence of an
earfier buidng on the same gsite,
demonstrate the existence and location of
a now missing portion of the building, or help
to determine the age of the propertu. In
addition, the location and nature of
associated buidings and landscape features
can be deftermmed exactiy. @rhitacts
relating to the ife of the occupants, such
as ceramic fragments, metal or glass from
fighting fixtures, metal utensils, for
example, can help in the accurate
restoration of the historic interior.

The information recovered bu the historic
archaeologist is a valuable record of building
history and site developmeni. Wnen
combined with archival research, ftne
nvestigator wiil offen find that points in-
the written history can be ciartfied, or m
some cases found to be inaccurats, when
compared with the archaeolodical record
which is not subject to muth or confused
Memory. firchaeological information,
combined with fraditional archival research
and evidence gleaned from the bwilding or
landscape itself, afl fir fogetner fo provide
the most accurate data base from wch to
accomplish the most tuly accurate
restoration of an historic properiu.

you  select a profassions!
archaeoiogs‘t for a project it is important
to remember that Prehistoric and Historic
Archaeology are sub—disciplines within the
field. Not all archaeoioqisis are necessariiu
equally skiled m both areas. Be sure that
your consuttant is qualified for wour
particular needs.
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(Ongoing restoration project in Skagway,
Alasika —drawing courtesy of N.P.S.
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You've got
the News!

preservation afterwords..

Boone Square was designed by Olmsted
Brothers in 1909 in Louisville, Kentucky.
It is formal in its intent.

( Drewing from Losisville's
(Olmstedian Legacy.)
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