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THESIS ABSTRACT
Joseph W. Vranas
Master of Music Composition
School of Music and Dance
June 2019

Title: Marsyas

Marsyas is a ballet in one act, written for chamber orchestra and with a cast of five to thirteen characters. The story,
though based on ancient Greek myth, contains themes of class subjugation that are prevalent in our modern social climate.

Greek myths have often been used as subjects for ballets and operas, especially tales that include Apollo as the god of
music, yet the story of Marsyas has eluded the canon, in part due the violent nature of the satyr’s punishment. Hubris is often a
central theme in Greek myth, and in many versions of this tale, Marsyas is portrayed as the villain who challenges Apollo after
being blinded by fame. In this ballet, however, Marsyas is portrayed as a victim. He is bullied by a jealous god who cannot

compete with innovation and who abuses his power in order to maintain a superior position.
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INSTRUMENTATION

Flute (doubling Piccolo)

Oboe (doubling English Horn)

Clarinet in B-flat (doubling Bass Clarinet)
Bassoon

2 Horns in F
Trumpet in C

Trombone

Timpani (G2, C3, D3,)
Percussion: Bass Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Triangle, Tam-tam

Mandolin (doubling Acoustic Guitar)
Harp

Piano

Strings

Score in C

PERFORMANCE TIME: c. 23 minutes
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CHARACTERS
in order of appearance

Athena, goddess of wisdom and creator of the aulos
Aphrodite, goddess of love
Marsyas, a satyr

The Muses, disguised as a Group of Nymphs
Apollo, god of music

SCENARIO
First Part: THE AULOS
Athena, goddess of wisdom and wit, plays the aulos, a double-piped reed instrument that she invented herself.
Aphrodite finds Athena and teases her for the way her cheeks puff out when she plays. Athena curses the aulos and sends it to
earth where it is discovered by a satyr named Marsyas. As he is learning to play the instrument, a group of boisterous nymphs

interrupt him, but they are enthralled by the otherworldly sound of the aulos and dance around him in awe.

Second Part: THE LYRE

Apollo, god of music and light, appears before Marsyas and reveals that the nymphs are his choir of Muses in disguise.
He challenges Marsyas to a music competition—Iyre verses aulos—which is to be judged by the Muses. Apollo plays first and
the Muses dance. Then Marsyas plays and the Muses dance excitedly to his fanfare, causing Apollo to interrupt. The Muses are
unable to decide the winner. Apollo continues the competition, flipping his lyre over and playing it upside down. Marsyas
attempts to play the aulos upturned, but it is impossible. Apollo is declared the winner and sentences Marsyas to death. The

Muses pin Marsyas to a tree upside down, flay him and skin his hide, leaving him to die.



FULL SCOREIN C MARSY j f ;

Piccolo/
Flute

Oboe/
English Horn

Bb Clarinet/
Bass Clarinet

Bassoon

Horns & 11

inF

Trumpetin C

Trombone

Timpani

Percussion

Tam-tam, Triangle
Sus. Cym., Bass Drum

Mandolin/
Acoustic Guitar

Harp

Piano

Violin 1

Violin II

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

a ballet in one act JOSEPH VRANAS

First Part
THE AULOS

Athena Plays the Aulos.
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Aphrodite Approaches.

Larghetto. (.
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Aphrodite Teases Athena.

6/

Allegro scherzando. ( J. = 120)

I NI
Al ™A
L e
I s i 1 I I I I I
A v
L o
I o AL TN
Lle LleN
I 1 1 I I I I sy By
W\A- W\A-
. 7w e
Q] Onl On
o
o <
I I I I —- I I I I I
N
A QL
Neo ol Neo ol N=v ol N=¢. Ne=v o Nev ol N N=¢. N=o ol Neo o Neo ol N=o ol
S
\ﬁ\a \hé \ﬁ\a ~¢ W‘n
oM o o o o
I I I ol I M M by o
rerNl [l i M S S T ey || B [
g o g g g Mg dl
RREEES o = = SRl L e
(NS RUN e N b 30 K SfreaSsa|en
S0 S0 S0 ore S0 S0 o ore S0 90 ope o] ere of
M
i
LT . . .
i » I I I I ™ ™ ™ I I
H L) Bl Ol Onl
LleN
[T] Ol Ol Ol
KX A Ten A
S
M
N NG A NG A A A
i I I I
H Bl Onl Bl Onl Onl Cnl
N Un e Un e R o
A 11 v o LI N SAeN & AR RN ¥
)
Ne¢. N N=v o N=? Ne=v o N N N=v. N=? o Q0 Ne=v o N=? o
A N wes A A e A e ags B2 @A {
\ \
N—N T —
. =R E R
= —~ = E = =
= E 3 = = = = £ a

mf<

mp

N
\J
.
[ £an WL
ANV
D)

I
12
P

)’ A
P .
[ £

ANV

Hn. L 11

Mdn.




—_—

>\—/

1/
1/

b
b
b
P @

arco
Jp

]

D]
¢ & ¢

_
arco

Ji
iy

1/

mf’

sub. mf Open
sub. mf
sub. mf

P

—

— gt

IR

erece .

s

y X

erere.

Y X
r

-
poco §‘f’ #

| IE2Y

D]
D]

7
poco -‘S‘f,
H =

2

[ {an)
<)
(S

2

(S

7

[ (an )

[ £n )

.t
y .

=

— £

N5

Bsn.
Tbn.
Vin. 11
Vla.
Ve.
D.B.
Ob.
BL Cl.
Bsn.
CTpt

Hn. LI

Thbn.

Wi
/

N

e &
Iy

I

i

I ¥
=

!

@

ey & &

J—

Y X

N

)& & |
/
@

>
g @®® g

ey &

pp
(poco§
£ e

o ®

Hg @
°
o ® %

o

L=

Yy & g

&y &y -

Yy & §-
1

J—

J

N
)& & §-
Y & §-
Y & §-
r—

i

POoco .}'fl

[7]

poco §'f

Triangle .

= |
o |

y .
[ a0
) O

“oy:

Hp.
Pno.
Ve.
D.B.

Mdn.



=

=

il i q : i ™ ‘
<0 B S an by i A
.ﬁ\ u.- J.A. ’ by I I I I I 1 .. ? L d
. . . n- e 8 Y M
Al — .- ﬂ\i. e ] e ‘1 L) [
ryn el el i i e T
ol e - i il I
O Y LA 51 S c ' [ 1 S|
.Pq\ u.- J.A. ’ by I I I I 1 I . ? L d
. . . 1 X L 8 Y s
# 7 el ﬂ\i. e - i e ﬂl e [
i e e 1 Tl e i
-Q e - LK . e 1
-4 ﬁ}e . #A. . o TJ. ﬁ ﬁé #
. il - - ! ! ! . ! ! o o) 3 e
. 4— Y ﬂ\\-. ﬁ\dv . | K 4 Y N —\ [ ] o
o el e e - 1] e T e In
o e - e e S Tl e I
e 1y T 1T 1T S e .
TJ. . S T.. »\J. = h T. ﬁ
I ) ™ - I I I I I I I Ik b ]
N | K N L] 3]
e . e i) e [
. m.... A~ el i i i W_ A~ e T
" " " e m I I " " I 1 I I I I ﬂ Mo W
0 | b
-. . | . |
Neoo Neo ol Neo ol Neo ol mmmw mmmm mmmw Neo. Neo. Neo ol Ne=? N=v'g N=¢ Nevo Nevo
.H\ s & .#g frg o
o [
.« - - b - (YN (YN (YN
| |
. A A RER o o
ol . 0
- (18 (18
L .Fﬁ@ % I I ] ] 1 1 I I I " S e %
8 8 g
-4 . - Jall o ol
-
L1i )
o g
# n Ly (Y 1
j . %
(10 % N % %J/ % A @ N A A A
S0 ere ol ere ol ere ol mwwm mwmm mwmw ere. ere. ere ol ore S0 ore S0 S0
] \\g = A m A ~ A A A A~ A \\M A \\“
" " " . o = o Ex Ex i o o !
[T Enl o Bm Enl Enl . o . o BER BER
TR | A .Hrﬁ.mJ Nl AN AeL AeL S LinNG "N L a\NG N T [A T (A
N NG NG \ N e e i S 2 NP g L \
Tn— T T T e
= 5 w Z ,mw & z = £ E W = = =



ol v . - ] . o« . e 1y :
ALl e - TTe- AN Aol a o e e L) i
il - e . ans YO o L e TN ol i) o e H
N .- X AN A e T ) RE
N el TN miy AN e ol e T T8 T
1 il e TTeA AL ol e “HEINA TN S AGL -L o /] i e m
B
ol jd. . - AN M| o8 . e i il
il el (19 - AN ANela | o e n L) i
.f@ - el FJ. TI® A Aell] ol [ TN A AeLLLLL | o e | FJ |
TN |- .- AN A i T . AN
Llen
ol el TN miy RY dl ] e T e T
% e e TN AL SN NL s ([ S e %ﬁn.nmm_ﬁ > vl | % .% T s T LI ERILIES
i N
-« [[1]% LE T 1 . ﬁ » 1 T
A FA. . - T. . . ﬁa 1) T. ﬁ
Yy - B - ! _ . Y i H e e
i TN |- .- | ‘ e T » .
ol el TN e . . . L e ‘ e o
el el el T A Al ol ] e T e o
ol Y- e . ﬁ 1 1
..i #J. T. . 1 »}A. T. ﬁ
" - By Y- ! _ ! Y b i e
-« TN el ,- | e T » .
Al el TN e ) ] ) L e ‘1 e o
iyl el el TTTO A AR q o] T e o
ol Y- e . [ i 1
ol ﬁe. T.. ol ﬁa e T. ﬁ
oL 8- e - . ! ! o . i e
-« Aii. - .- . _ii al Y .
Al el N BLY o e T e M
'\ el el TR A AL all o T e i
ol Y- - . ﬁ 1 1
.QJ ﬁle T. . QJ *J. T. ﬁ
" el el Tre- ! _ ! Y e I e
-« N - .- . e al Y .
| el M e . . | e “ e I
| i el ST >p_mJ AL ﬁ_mJ QL n_mJ n N e T
R R > U =t g SME A N f o &
e Y T T T
SR - S - S A £ : -



o
H

tee

] o o1 o
L] Onl AN u- ¢
| [ 10N tnl Onl 10
1 1 1
| [l o o
| AN B o
| D o Onl Jnu
.l i i
ol AN B
3 108 N o o 1R
1 1 1
-l A W
{ol] e AN B p_mJ
AL Ul o A
] e 2 ~ A (' i
°
] B A Q| e I
| - A Aol ol LY A le o | 1) i
9 - A N -
LleN
A
Al - - . ol e i
{0l ne e A AL e “wuev A % AeLl :L m L)
BEN
i e - ALl oo .« i
I H Aelal | il e
| - A (Yl “l JCTIRANDS o 1)
L1E A N
LleN
| i No-& n e
i T A AL e AL n
& o = e € A~ g L ¢ q
€ \ X ) &N X N N a
N — T —— N —— T ——
= S @) g = = g = g = S — = o B
o hrd —_ = g = am = =
= = E o = = = = = = = g

1T



. e v< il v<
o] eSS
" AT M il " " I " "
Hu— 4 A
“Hee| 1
. e
TN ~¢
0 Jol ] ] ] I N ]
C 4
o )u.l o1
N ) Kiuw A S En
T e o LMy
(N o
h 1 " " I ﬁ ; 1
In o 1 Ioﬁ.E N
o .
QL \ A_W 4 ~d
"o Al L) ) ey o
- | ‘el o
AP\\‘ ‘A N i
Aol ™A ' ' ' '
NNE
AQL e
= = I
e ‘1 . Un Un LB
o] N
. h .
! AL N " I ] A. || I
| N
Joll] o N 1
. [} o ’ .
Onl HJ.. ) Bl o
Em [ Ly o
! Al&ThL AN - ! . ! Al&TN -
q’ 1 . q’
1 s | 0|
AR Ul N A J\v.ur N
o LR = o~
R 1} ) s tn LW-
| AOTAL aH ol b | = R4 _ AleTN i L
C 19 o o o bl
o HH v m:. u.ll, o o u.ll,
I e e & o [} Ui Y
I N " ] " . I N "
QL
N N " " " o\ I N "
= AL &
Cre 2ECre NCro A aLre aLre A L .
N 9 9 &N, N NG &N G &N
N— S ——
= E s = 2 g
o = — = g
=) /& o m = =5
T

Y . o o
ol )L i
BB .o/ /| [A e- -
& 1 1 1 | 1 1
o . . ) tn o
Onl (@l o Onl
AN Q] ‘\W A L AN < 9T
% . QUL Al i i i il
! i o
Q] L JE gL 18 Ol Ol Ol Ol Ol
e e b
il ; 1NiRy Joll Al . P Lz g
N i 4 4 Llen
| | N
-4 ILE ) Y i FN | i i
—_a N N
| L] | |
Y ﬁ . . o~ A o~ SNl S g el
.ﬁ\\ . . | .P\L \hub . o~ o~ o~
'yl i 1B e B q Ny
i e B - A Ny
| | | Pin
e o : Nigh ] ] ul ] ] ]
. [ 1] \\\- o [T7@® « 4\\A- o
(
sl Hal s SN, i
Q] . Rl X o o lﬁ\..
i . ﬁ . v o o o o U
(
o 1779 I o A ?; o o o
Ao el AY nil AY nii Al&ThL Nl L
Ol [T [1]0- Ol Ol Ol o Bl ' ' '
o BAL )R h o A A o o o
AN . AY i AY it AN TTe-
i . ﬁ . v o o o il i
(
o AL )R I o A ?; o o o
Ao |- AN nit | AY ui Al&ThL nii L
Ol [T [1]0- Ol Ol Ol o Ol ' ' '
e AL JE h ’ n_mJ o A A - | P o bR
| (R 2 BiRS i S el % e
i
My
A ~ ~ “ b A
1 el —® 'Y 2 | 1 1 I ] |
o]
XX .
rul T A
N
NP NP N ¢ N e e R ool N
\ ( \ \
N—N T —
= = = g = = S < S =
= S < 2 = = £ = - a
=) nm O

12



e

e fe

Y & & §-
LA |

N

A, @

i~

DEEEi

T

Ne & §-

be
=
S

be

VVMO-

Fi2 o oy

| I—

T

I I

T He

v o TROATT

S~—

—

*ie o

Py

0

7
y
(S

D)
0 |
{es

b,

> S>> > ===

o o006 o oo
> o0 & 0660

>
7
r

A

P
—
7 =
mf>

—

c./

> > > >=>>

® 0 O O 000
oo o o 00e

(Open)

D

P .
S

D

o)

i/
y
(S

p— mf

Lv.

.
°

W
ot
kil

]
I

K
|

&
@

V4

17

nf

-\

Fl.

Ob.

B:Cl.

Bsn.

Hn. L 1T

CTpt.

Tbn.

Mdn.

Pno.

Ve.

D.B.

I I ] I < v < I 1
5 p_vJ._ il . o?m E
=l
!
QA TTHA NIAEE]
R I
a
[ 18
1 1 1 1 1 ( 108 1
q 5
N
[ 108
Q|
i
A~ ,.nvw\ ||.“V f
<x A ol & A
2|~ ~d [ ]
| | 2 I N | I
= Eal
B
= Pim | .
Mm u#/ N hwwv. N ~¢ bb, DA
- M
n i
(YN TTTe|A L) ]
e |
o AQTN. e M I I 1 0 I
= vi 1
il Al ﬁ\# . e
QL %”1 e N
Al wnl e T
-4 Q] ﬁwwa EL 1N
YN Q] o
- YRR L B AL
] ] ] I |
" il ﬁ )
-4 %”1 N
AP AP X R N N e R
N— S —
- =z s E
= = Hn O =

13



(oK

>=>=
>=>=

ooo
ol Y

I

7]

:
7

%

—

=46)

arco
P dolce

=

(&)

5

7

e

—
T~ ——

n_——

£

Meno. (J

dolce

PP —;

be

> SEES = ==
o o000 © o000
g 000 o 009

> S = ===

> > > >>=>>=
= S > S>>
o O O O 000

S

(e ®©® ©® o o006

y .

7

10

fere.ectle

Io

60)

Lento. (J
cer

r

L= 3
/)
I/
%
%
I/
%
%
/]

To Mute

o)

o)
—

~LA
Yy § o 4
rp

y X

®

Y &

P

P
@

&
@

pizz.
pizz.
pizz.
pizz.
pizz.

L’istesso allegro.

prp
PP
rp
PP

No)
o¥o

a¥n)

~
— PP

Yy § g

Athena Stops Aphrodite and Sends Her Away.

English Horn

pizz.
pizz.
N
"N
o)

y X3
'S

mp
mp

J & @

7

V.
[ fanY
ANV
[ fanY
W .
[ fanY
ANV
1<)
| |VEAY X
| [Aar.N
| IEY

—
-

Tpt.

Hn. 1,11

C

Thbn.

Mdn.
Ve.
D.B.
E. Hn.
Bsn.
Thbn.
Pno.
Vin.1
Via.
Ve.

Vin. II

D.B.

14

rp



0. (4=52)

10U MOSS

P

Athena Curses the Aulos and Casts it Down to Earth.
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A Group of Nymphs Interrupt Marsyas and Dance Around Him.
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Marsyas Plays the Aulos Again

and the Nymphs Stop.
Lento tempo ad lib.

(ron rir.)
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The Nymphs are Drawn to Marsyas and the Sound of the Aulos.
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Marsyas Turns the Aulos Upside Down.
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The Muses Take Marsyas and Pin Him to a Tree.
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