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A straight,: gaunt man with a.slightly austere face; but when you
~ take a closer~look-at ‘those stern-cut lines, you read in them something
of the forthright and artless 1ittle boy. In the great German prose
artist'S‘personal'appearance, this is the most wonderful of all: this
hbnesty and simplicity, this Nordic reserve and self-containment, »
tempered throughput'with open informality. A good speaker, but never
one who-wi11'p1ay upon. his 1istehers' syﬁpathies; when he speaks, he
is almost uncohscious]y compelled to say what is in. his heart; what
matters most to him, what his soul is experiencing in full response
to the'present " He came to the P.E.N. Club as a writer among writers;
what he spoke of there. and what he wanted to speak -about more than
anything else was a-political creed the creed of one of those ca]]ed
.."das andere Deutschland," the creed of democracy, peace and common

' understand1ng We recogn1zed the. who]e man in his speech, the man
whom we knew as a writer of wise and all-inclusive novels. The author
found a.path by which. to reach us long ago; we hope that he also finds
his way nearer and more often to us as a man. |
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pfipomina Prahu: uprostfed stejné krasna, lyricka: écka,
jenomZe Dunaj je vétsf a tede obriceng, coZ mne ustavidné

- métlo; potom hrad nad fekou a kolem hradu pékna stara

¢étvrt, kterd pfipomina ulicky a ndméstitka nasich Hrad-
¢an; potom celkem podobné tempo Zivota — ano, ai po
tu kuchyni; i tady se ji dobfe, hojné a raddo na rozdil
d nékterych jinych nirodi. A tak dile; ale nebylo pokdy
na hlub3i studia v tom sméru, nebot bylo nutno vénovat
své dny vaZnym a uéenym zasedanim.

Zasedalo se jednak v Krilovské akademii véd a uménd,
kde p¥edsedid arcivévoda Josef v modrém generilském

kabité a se viemi Fady (pofad ten historicky film!), -

jednak v parlamentg, tak ‘bohaté vystlaném koberci a
mramorem, jako by te byla néjaka velkobanka. (Nemohu
si pomoci, ale kupole pestského parlamentu mi porad
pfipominalo attilovské pfilby tamnf policie). Reé byla
o humanitnfch védich a o tom, co fecké a Hmska vzdé-

lanost miZe a m4 dét dnesnfmu &ovéku; rokujici shro- -

miZdenf viak nebylo jednolity shor odbornfki, nybrz

-..sbfrka vét‘éich:nebo menéich celebrit z riznych zemf a na-
- rodii. V Eele Paul Valéry, bésnik, kterého nenf t¥eha blize
‘-.'_pvfedstavova't;_ t';agick{l,_ duchovnf, asketicki tvaf, velika




