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Table 1 

Bias in Judged Frequency of Death 

Most 
Overestimated 

All accidents 

Motor vehicle 

accidents 

Pregnancy, 

childbirth & 
abortion 

Tornadoes 

Flood 

Botulism 

All cancer 

Fire and flames 

Venomous bite 

or sting 

Homicide 

Most 
Underestimated 

Smallpox 
vaccination 

Diabetes 

Stomach cancer 

Lightning 

Stroke 

Tuberculosis 

Asthma 

Emphysema 

Adapted from Lichtenstein et al., 

1978. 




