PHONCLOGICAL PATTERNS IN ALL-YOWEL FINAL MANDARIN CHARACTER PHONETIC
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The following paper will outline some underlying formulas for the pronunciation of Chinese
characters in’ a select number phonetic series in Mandarin:
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xue, jue, jiao, huo

Yelar + Y'Y
[+ric]  [+rnd][+mid]
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[+affr] [-rnd] [+low] [+rnd]
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[+fric] [-rnd] [+iow]
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{788 ﬁ shou, chou, dao, tao, zhu

Alveopalafal + Y { zhu)
[+affr] [+rnd)

-Asp.

Alveopalatal + ¥V
[+alr] [+rnid] [+rnd]
+asp.

{ chou, shou)

Alveopaiatal
[+fric.]

Alveclar + ¥Y { dao,fao )
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{216 XY ri, shu, xu

Alveopalatal + ¥ { ru,shu,xu )
[+ric ] [+nd]

[+fric]
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phonetic series, characters with pronunciations:  shi, yi (@ |se -ﬂg_;‘j@ sau‘u) ‘
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Alveopalatal + VY { shi,yi )
{+fric ] [+high]
-rnd

From eventhe relatively small number of character phonetic series outlined above, we can
make the foliowing generalizations regarding the patterning of all-vowrel finals in Mandarin
character phonetic series:

’ Phonetic series appear to fall info one of three broad groupings regarding the structure of all-
yowel finals:
{1} Finals consist of all unrounded vowels;
( ee series 108, 514,428, 130 above)

(2) Finals consist of segments which have one round vowel;
(see series 348, 216, 733, 788, 250 above)

(3} Finals consist of any general vowel;
{suchasszeries 615 above).

Additional research will show subpatterns of these three basic types of allvowel final palterns in

Mandarin character phonelic series.
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