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THESIS ABSTRACT
Diana R. Rosenblum
Master of Music
School of Music and Dance
December 2014

Title: Quadruple Quartet: for a Chamber Orchestra of 16 Players

Quadruple Quartet is a four-movement work scored for 16 players, four from each of the four instrumental families of
the orchestra (i.e. woodwinds, brass, strings, percussion). This unique instrumentation utilizes a minimal number of
musicians to create an orchestral sound, in which the distinct timbres of the orchestra are represented by one player per
instrument (with certain individual players taking on conventional doublings, 1.e. flute/piccolo). Each movement is self-
contained, pursuing its own motivic ends through novel contrapuntal techniques, and is titled according to a salient trait.

1. Contrapunctus is a fugue, whose expressive freedom lies paradoxically in its rigidity; /7. Collage generates complexity
through an increasing density of cycling layers, variously superimposed; ///. Dovetail features a medley of widely-voiced
tone-clusters arranged in overlapping threads of melody traded in a variety of timbral colors; /V. Ricochet makes thematic

use of a “rebounding” staccato motive.

v



CURRICULUM VITAE
NAME OF AUTHOR: Diana R. Rosenblum
GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE SCHOOLS ATTENDED:

University of Oregon, Eugene
Princeton University, Princeton, NJ

DEGREES AWARDED:

Master of Music, 2014, Composition, University of Oregon
Bachelor of Arts, 2009, Philosophy, Princeton University

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Ova Novi Ensemble: Founder, director, composer and cellist, Eugene, OR, 2012 - present

Libby Larsen Trotter Professorship: Author/initiator of grant proposal and co-organizer of residency under Dr.

Robert Kyr, University of Oregon, Eugene, May 2014
Rehearsed reading: PRISM Saxophone Quartet (Cheer up, Grump), 2013
Premiere: Esteli Gomez, soprano (performance of song cycle), 2013
Cellist: Eugene Contemporary Chamber Ensemble (ECCE), 2011 - 2013
Cellist: Oregon Composers Forum, 2011 - 2013
Master class: Jake Heggie, 2013
Rehearsed reading: Convergence Vocal Ensemble (Himno for SSATBB), 2011
Master class: Ricardo Zohn-Muldoon
GRANTS, AWARDS, AND HONORS:
Oxingale Music 2014 Composition Competition: Runner-up
Sophomore Award in Poetry, Creative Writing Department at Princeton University, 2003
Modern Woodmen of America, National Merit Scholarship, 2001

National Council Teachers of English Achievement Award for Excellence in Writing, 2000



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I am indebted to Dr. Robert Kyr for his invaluable musical mentorship over the past four years of study, as well as
his advising on this terminal thesis composition. Dr. Kyr has enabled me to tune in to my “inner music” and express myself
freely, abandoning doubt, apology and misgiving, in favor of joy, inspiration and spiritual fulfillment. If it had not been for
his faith in my musicality as a fledgling composer, I might never have found my “voice” or attained this level of
accomplishment. A special thanks to Dr. David Crumb for helping me to elevate my compositional consciousness to a
higher level of awareness and intention by instilling in me a sense of craft, structural integrity, motivic integration, and
literal-minded constraint. His keen apprehension of truth in music and his aesthetic preference for tightly constructed
forms have left an indelible impression on me during these formative years of my development. Thank you to Dr. Loren
Kajikawa, who approaches teaching with unparalleled openness and intellectual curiosity, doing academic the service of
bringing scholarly attention to neglected areas of musicological study. I am also greatly appreciative that Dr. Ann Tedards
is able to serve on my committee. She has provided sage advice and shown kind-hearted concern for both my music and
my well-being over the course of this degree. Dr. Kajikawa’s and Dr. Tedard’s enthusiastic reception of my music and
insightful feedback at my master’s recital on April 30, 2014 were meaningful and encouraging to me, contributing to my
sense of self-assurance in composing this thesis. I am immensely grateful to James Sinclair, for offering his artistry and
skill as a conductor to the performance of this piece on November 3, 2014 in New Haven, CT. His willingness to interpret
my work (with the sensitive and skilled musicians of his ensemble) has emboldened and liberated me to write what I truly
feel and hear, without fear that it may prove too challenging for a sight-reading session. I am honored to have the

opportunity to work with an artist of his intellect and caliber in bringing this work to life!

vi



DEDICATION

I am dedicating this work to my brilliant and beautiful fiancé, Dr. Tze-Wen Julia Lin, whom I met here at the University of
Oregon in Spring of 2012, as she was completing her DMA from the SOMD in piano performance under Dr. Dean
Kramer. I am incredibly lucky to have found a life partner who comprehends and values every nuance of my composition

at every stage of its development.

vil



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Movement

Page
L. CONTRAPUNCTUS .....ooooirvoeeeeeeeoeoeeeeeoseeesesessessosss e sesssseessosss s sssseeesossseeesesssesessssssseesomseeessessesesssoseseesoessseeee 1
T COLLAGE ..o s s e e ee e ee s e resee e 9
TIL  DOVETALL oo eesss e sese s es e es s sssee e sees e ssoe e s eeesseeens 21
IV, RICOCHET ..cooovvoeeeeeeoeeeeeeoeee oo eoes s s o s e s e esms e ee s ssonseeeesoensseeee 2

vill



INSTRUMENTATION LIST

WOODWIND QUARTET:

Flute (dbl. Piccolo)
Oboe

Bb Clarinet

Bassoon

BRASS QUARTET:

F Horn
Bb Trumpet

Trombone

Tuba

PERCUSSION QUARTET:

*Shared instruments are marked with asterisk. Multi-Percussion 1 & 2 are on inverted staves in /. Contrapunctus (MP2 on upper staff, MP1 below),

to preserve orchestral score order (timpani above vibraphone).

Multi-Percussion 1 {marimba, glockenspiel, vibraphone, *3 toms (low, low-mid, mid), hi-hat, *suspended cymbal, tamtam,
claves, taxi horn (pitched Bb)}
Multi-Percussion 2 {3 timpani, snare drum, *3 toms (low, low-mid, mid), *suspended cymbal, triangle, chime tree, bongos}

Harp

Piano

STRING QUARTET:

Violin
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

X



Diana Rosenblum

Quadruple Quartet
I. Contrapunctus

Whimsical yet strict
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(To Piccolo)
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