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Original
Inhabitants

The Kalapuya tribes inhabited the
Willamette Valley from the Cascade Range
to the Coast Range. The Kalapuya of
the Eugene-Springfield area included
the Winfelly, Pee-you (Mohawk area),
Chelamela (Long Tom area) and Kalapuya
(also known as Calapooia or Calapooya)
tribes and bands. The main village in the
Kalapuya Man (¢, 1841), Drawn by Alfred T, Agate Eugene area was called Chifan.

Image provided by The Confederated
Tribes of Grand Ronde
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Diet and Trade

Camas bulbs, wapato bulbs, tarweed seed
and acorns were among the major staple
foods in the Kalapuya diet. Tribal members
hunted a variety of regional animals and
birds, and fished the rivers for trout, salmon,
sturgeon and lamprey. The Kalapuya would
take their camas and other products down
the Willamette River to trade with the
Clackamas tribes for dried saimon and
lamprey.

..The Klamaths, strong warriors, stole the
sister of Chief Halo Tish of the Calapooyas
and several other young women. As the fleeing
abductors headed for the mountains, Chief
Tish and his men took a shortcut.

They huried rocks from the top of Rocky Point
onto the Klamaths below, struggling through
a gorge between the cliff base and river. The
Klamaths abandoned their captives and high-
tailed it in all directions.”

Chinook Saimon. Photo provided by
Oragon Department of Fish & Wildlifs

Harvest and Craft
The Kalapuya harvested basketry-weaving
materialsincluding hazel sticks, spruceroot,

The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde
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5 In 1851, and again in 1855, the Kalapuya of the valley signed treaties with because he lost his teeth battiing a bear.

and harvesting accordingly throughout the

- the United States government. The tribes were removed to the Grand Ronde
valley and surrounding areas.

Indian Reservation in 1856. Depicted above is the 1855 Belden Map of the
Willamette Valley (top) and the Grand Ronde Reservation Map (bottom). The

ey e e Reservation is highlighted in red. The current Eugene-Springfield metropolitan
The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde area is highlighted in yellow.

Narrative writiog and guidance provided by David G. Lewis, PhO.
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