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THESIS ABSTRACT
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Title: Under the Spreading Chestnut Tree

This composition is a symphonic poem for full orchestra roughly eighteen minutes in length. The work takes both its
title and inspiration from George Orwell’s novel /984. Each individual section of music reflects on a specific scene from the
novel, but the sections function as transient and free-flowing “scenes” rather than as distinct movements, and musical material

is transferred freely between them over the course of the piece.
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€ sere Under the Spreading Chestnut Tree

W. Franklin Price

L. From the Age of Solitude

"To the future or to the past, to a time when thought is free, when men are different from one another and do not live alone—
to a time when truth exists and what is done cannot be undone..."
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II. As of Some Monstrous Machine

"A hideous ecstasy of fear and vindictiveness, a desire to kill, to torture, to smash faces in with a sledge hammer,
seemed to flow through the whole group of people like an electric current, turning one even against one's will into a grimacing, screaming lunatic."
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III. Like a Mountain Crumbling

"Truisms are true, hold on to that! The solid world exists, its laws do not change. Stones are hard, water is wet, objects unsupported fall towards the earth's center...
Freedom is the freedom to say that two plus two makes four. If that is granted, all else follows."
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IV. The Golden Country

"And yes! It was almost as in his dream. Almost as swiftly as he had imagined it, she had torn her clothes off,
and when she flung them aside it was with that same magnificent gesture by which a whole civilization seemed to be annihilated."
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V. In a Place Where There Is No Darkness
When you delude yourself into thinking that you see something, you assume that everyone else sees the same thing as you.”

"You are here because you have failed in humility, in self-discipline. You would not make the act of submission which is the price of sanity. You preferred to be a lunatic,
a minority of one. You believe that reality is something objective, external, existing in its own right. You believe that the nature of reality is self-evident.
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VI. Under the Spreading Chestnut Tree

"He gazed up at the enormous face. Forty years it had taken him to learn what kind of smile was hidden beneath the dark mustache. Two gin-scented tears
trickled down the sides of his nose. But it was all right, everything was all right, the struggle was finished. He had won the victory over himself.

He loved Big Brother."
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