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DISSERTATION ABSTRACT
Simon Hutchinson
Doctor of Philosophy
School of Music and Dance
June 2013

Title: A Lawn in the Sky

“A Lawn in the SKky” is a musical drama in two acts on a libretto by
Katherine Hollander. The piece is based on the true story of Lieutenant Onoda
Hiroo, a Japanese “straggler” who refused to believe that Japan had surrendered
in World War Il and continued to wage guerilla warfare in the jungles of the
Philippines until 1974. The librettist constructed this fictionalized account drawing
from information in newspaper articles and Onoda’s memoir, No Surrender: My
Thirty-Year War.

While both Ms. Hollander and | referred to these historical sources, the
story is a work of fiction, including a total cast of nine characters, several purely
fictional. These roles are supported by an ensemble of Western instruments: flute,
clarinet, saxophone, oboe, bassoon, percussion, piano, and contrabass;
Japanese instruments: nohkan, shamisen, and taiko; and fixed media electronics.
This mixed ensemble parallels the characters’ divergent views of reality and offers
opportunities for multidimensional commentary on both the libretto and the story.

Included with this document is a supplemental zip file which contains the

audio samples and sample players for the electronic portion of the score.

iv



CURRICULUM VITAE

NAME OF AUTHOR: Simon Hutchinson

GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE SCHOOLS ATTENDED:
University of Oregon, Eugene

University of California, Santa Cruz
Bates College, Lewiston, ME

DEGREES AWARDED:
Doctor of Philosophy in Composition, 2013, University of Oregon

Master of Arts in Composition, 2007, University of California, Santa Cruz
Bachelor of Arts in Music, 2002, Bates College

AREAS OF SPECIAL INTEREST:
Composition
Intermedia Music Technology
Japanese Folk Music

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

Graduate Teaching Fellow, Intermedia Music Technology
University of Oregon, September 2009 to June 2013

Instructor, Gordon College, June/July 2012

Teaching Assistant, University of California, Santa Cruz,
September 2005 to June 2007

Instructor, Speak Up Language School, September 2004 to July 2005

International Specialist, Towa Town Board of Education,
August 2002 to September 2004



GRANTS, AWARDS, AND HONORS:

Sasakawa Young Leader’s Fellowship Fund (SYLFF),
University of Oregon, 2011

University of Oregon, Graduate School Research Award, 2010, 2008
Porter Associate Fellows Graduate Arts Research Grant, 2007

Bates College Key Music Award, 2002

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

| would like to express my sincerest gratitude to Professor Kyr for his
unflagging support through the preparation of this manuscript, and to Professors
Kyr, Crumb, and Stolet for their support throughout my entire time at the
University of Oregon School of Music and Dance. This dissertation also would
not have been possible without my collaborator, Katherine Hollander, and the
wonderful libretto that she created for me to set. Finally, | must thank my wife,
Aki, for her patience throughout my long days and late nights composing and

engraving this dissertation.

Vii



For my shamisen teacher, Mr. Sato Choei

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter Page
I INTRODUGCTION ... ..ottt ectiee et iee e et e et e e s nnee e e snneeesnneeeeenneee s 1
I A LAWN IN THE SKY ...ooiiiiiiieiiiee e 4
APPENDICES ......ooitiie ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e nneee s 304
A. LIST OF CHARACTERS ...ttt 304
B. LIST OF INSTRUMENTS ......ooiiiiiiiie e 305
C. PERFORMANCE NOTES ......ooiiiiieiiiie et 306

D. “A LAWN IN THE SKY” LIBRETTO BY KATHERINE HOLLANDER.... 308
E. RESEARCH SOURCES. ... 330

SUPPLEMENTAL FILE: FIXED MEDIA ELECTRONICS



CHAPTERII
INTRODUCTION

“A Lawn in the SKy” is a musical drama in two acts on a libretto by
Katherine Hollander. The piece is based on the true story of Lieutenant Onoda
Hiroo, a Japanese “straggler” who refused to believe that Japan had surrendered
in World War Il and continued to wage guerilla warfare in the jungles of the
Philippines until 1974. The librettist constructed this fictionalized account drawing
from information in newspaper articles and Onoda’s memoir, No Surrender: My
Thirty-Year War.

While both Ms. Hollander and | referred to these historical sources, the
story is a work of fiction, including a total cast of nine characters, several purely
fictional. These roles are supported by an ensemble of Western instruments:
flute, clarinet, saxophone, oboe, bassoon, percussion, piano, and contrabass;
Japanese instruments: nohkan, shamisen, and taiko; and fixed media
electronics. This mixed ensemble parallels the characters’ divergent views of
reality and offers opportunities for multidimensional commentary on both the
libretto and the story.

| began to discuss this project with Katherine Hollander in the summer of
2010, after being deeply moved by Onoda Hiroo’s story and the frankness with
which he discusses his experiences in his memoir. One of the most striking
elements of the story is Onoda’s refusal to believe that Japan had been defeated

despite continual flyers and newspapers dropped on the island. Even after



experiencing direct contact with his brother, Onoda continued to rationalize all of
the evidence that he encountered, since all of the far-fetched explanations that

he concocted seemed more plausible than Japan’s surrender.

This subject was particularly attractive to me because World War Il is an
extremely important event in Japan’s cultural history. Japan was forced to
surrender, and to reevaluate many of the core, foundational beliefs upon which
its national culture was built. Consequently, the massive influx of Western
(American) culture, combined with Japan’s defeat, led to a national identity crisis
that has influenced the thoughts of many artists and scholars, such as can be
observed in the films of Teshigahara Hiroshi and the music of composers such
as Yuasa Joji and Takemitsu Toru. The story of Onoda offers a unique
opportunity to explore these ideas through the story of an individual who, through
his isolation, did not experience the events of post-war reconstruction that
alienated some Japanese from their own history. Finally, thirty years later, he
must accept the reality of the modern world.

| am thrilled to have had librettist Katherine Hollander as a collaborative
partner. Ms. Hollander is a Ph.D. candidate in History at Boston University, as
well as a poet with an extensive list of publications. Her skills and experience
complement my abilities as a composer, performer, and cultural analyst of Japan,
and working together enabled us to create a piece that is beyond what each of us

could have accomplished alone. Through this collaboration, we gained the



perspectives of each other’s experience, and the work benefitted from this
exchange of ideas. As Alice Goodman explains about the creation of the opera

Nixon in China:

My Nixon is not quite the same character as John Adams’s Nixon,
and they both differ slightly from Peter Sellars’s Nixon, not to
mention James Maddalena’s. My view of the Cultural Revolution is
not the same as theirs, and theirs are not the same. | suspect we
disagree about peace and progress. The collaboration is
polyphonic. We have done our best to make our disagreements
counterpoints: not to drown each other out, but, like the characters
in the opera, each to be as eloquent as possible. (Goodman, from
the liner notes of Edo de Waart’s recording of Nixon in China p. 17).

In the same manner, while Ms. Hollander and | used the same primary sources
for our inspiration, our divergent experiences in different academic areas have
created a multifaceted interpretation of the events, themes, and ideas of the

musical drama.



Libretto by Katherine Hollander
Music by Simon Hutchinson

CHAPTER I
A LAWN IN THE SKY
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