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DISSERTATION ABSTRACT
Jeremy Schropp
Doctor of Philosophy
School of Music and Dance
December 2011

Title: Symbolist Symphony for Orchestra

The notion of an informed cross-relationship between two independent art forms has often been a source of
inspiration for artists throughout the millennia. However, in the late 19 century, both Russian and French
thinkers and artists began to creatively consider the intermingling of sensory experiences as well. This temporally
codified period of inspiration was designated as being “Symbolist,” clarifying both the intermedial and multi-
sensory processes involved and/or considered in creating the respective work.

My penchant to explore this artistic approach has resulted in a symphony that has been inspired by, and
intimately considers, five individual pieces of French “Symbolist” art, poetry, and sculpture. Each movement
specifically focuses upon one of the five human senses. The respective works are: the sculpture “Le baiser” by
Auguste Rodin (touch), the poem “Parfum exotique” from Les fleurs du mal by Charles Baudelaire (smell), the poem
“Tristesse d’été” by Stephane Mallarmé (taste) as published in Du parnasse contemporain, the painting “Hina
tefatou” by Paul Gauguin (sight/insight), and the poem “Chanson d’automne” from Poemes saturniens by Paul

Verlaine (hearing/listening).
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INSTRUMENTATION
2 Flutes
Alto Flute
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Bb Clarinets
Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns
3 C Trumpets
3 Trombones

Tuba
Percussion 1: Vibraphone, Brake Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Snare, Woodblock
Percussion 2: Bass Drum, Chimes, Quad Toms, Finger Cymbals

Timpani

Piano

Strings

X



NOTES
Any standard orchestral configuration, as deemed appropriate for the performance space, may be used. In
addition, the total duration of the work is 25'30”, and the timing of each movement is as follows:
Movement I: 544"
Movement II: 3'51”
Movement III: 518"
Movement IV: 511”7

Movement V: 526"



MOVEMENT I

LE BAISER

(AFTER RODIN)
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PARFUM EXOTIQUE
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TRISTESSE D’ETE

(AFTER MALLARME)
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MOVEMENT V

CHANSON D’AUTOMNE

(AFTER VERLAINE)
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