THE TWO TREES

by

CHRISTOPHER SKINNER PROSSER

A THESIS

Presented to the School of Music and Dance
and the Graduate School of the University of Oregon
in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of
Master of Music

December 2010



“The Two Trees,” a thesis prepared by Christopher Skinner Prosser in partial fulfillment
of the requirements for the Master of Music degree in the School of Music and Dance.

This thesis has been approved and accepted by:

David Crumb, Chair of the Examining Committee

Date

Committee in Charge: David Crumb, Chair
Robert Kyr
Jack Boss

Accepted by:

Dean of the Graduate School

i



© 2010 Christopher Skinner Prosser

111



Y

An Abstract of the Thesis of
Christopher Skinner Prosser for the degree of Master of Music
in the School of Music and Dance to be taken December 2010

Title: THE TWO TREES

Approved:

David Crumb

The Two Trees is a fifteen-minute musical composition for orchestra. Inspired by
William Butler Yeats’ poem of the same name, the piece depicts the images described by
Yeats’ poetic narrative through a double theme and variations form consisting of two
contrasting themes that are related, one ascending and one descending. Each theme
represents one of the two contrasting sections of the poem and is followed by a set of five
variations for a total of ten. Since the rhyme scheme of each section of the poem is divided

into five phrases of four lines, each musical variation corresponds to four lines of text.
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THEME II. - THEME OF BITTER GLASS
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Var. I - The Demon's Subtle Guile
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